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Hello, this is Blase Bonpane with World Focus coming to you from KPFK/ Los Angeles.  We are 

podcast and available 24/7 at kpfk.org where we are heard internationally.   

 

As you know last week we had a transcription of Medea Benjamin, international leader in the 

movement for peace and abolishing war, co-founder of CodePink and a recent victim of the 

Egyptian dictatorship.  Last week you heard this interview prior to the savage attack on her in 

Cairo.  Against doctor’s orders Medea was deported to Turkey and accompanied by the same 

thugs who had attacked her.  Medea’s now back in the States and has been on the road to 

recovery but still suffers a great deal of pain.   

 

Welcome, Medea.  Thank you for being with us. 

 

Medea:  Thanks so much for having me on. 

 

Blase:  You know, you are really tough, Medea.  I’m so sorry about hearing people who are 

brutal warmongers called ‘tough’ when they bomb innocents and they’re called tough when 

they torture people and they’re not tough at all.  They’re wimps.  And you’re tough. 

 

Medea:  Well it is crazy when people dedicate their lives to peace like you and me are then 

considered national security threats because that’s what I’ve been told now that I’ve been back.  

That I’m on some elite Egyptian list as a “national security threat” so that is just quite odd. 
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Blase:  You know, I would say, Medea, that the US Embassy knew what you had for breakfast, they 

knew what plane you were on, they knew where you were staying, but they just weren’t available for 17 

hours.  Is there any reason for that? 

 

Medea:  Well, I wrote a whole bunch of questions out for the Embassy and the State Department here.  

It seems like they got so many calls that they actually took this a little bit seriously.  We had a 

conference call with them just yesterday with the head of Consular Services and somebody from the 

Egypt desk and they said that they’d been getting a lot of calls and were all very concerned about this 

here at the State Department and we’re going to transmit your questions to the US Embassy to find out 

what happened and we’re going to ask for an investigation from the Egyptian government side of things.  

But my feeling is that the Egyptian government really doesn’t give a damn what the US says or thinks 

and the US has very, very little leverage.   Given that we give 1.5 billion dollars a year to Egypt, you 

would think we’d have more of a say than we do. 

 

Blase:   They had an elected government which has been overthrown so it would be good for 

our listeners to call Ambassador M. M. Toufik in Washington at (202) 895-5400 and demand 

justice in terms of what happened to you and what’s happening to people in your delegation, 

what’s happening to the Palestinians who are in Egypt and about a certain gate called the Rafah 

border gate.  Why is that gate shut? 

 

Medea:   Well, and let’s add to that, and perhaps most importantly, is to say, what’s happening 

to Egyptian activists, Egyptian journalists, Egyptian women who dare to go out to protests?  

What is happening to all of these people that were ----- to the overthrow of the dictatorship of 

Mubarak and now find themselves languishing in very brutal conditions in Egyptian jails. 

 

Blase:   I think we should call our policy “in search of dictators”.  This Egyptian situation reminds 

me of Chile in 1973.  We not only put in the Nazi Augusto Pinochet Ugarte; we kept him in 

power for well over a decade, practically two decades.  We seem to love dictators and now 

there’s a lot in common, I think, between the Egyptian situation and the situation in Chile, 

except that at that time, we had one of the great statesmen in the history of Latin America, 
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Salvador Allende, crushed into the dirt and of course, killed finally.  He was the actual President 

of Chile and should have remained so.  So this matter of wanting to work with dictators seems 

to be part and parcel of our policy, don’t you think? 

 

Medea:  Yes, but you know I think the US is caught between a rock and a hard place in this one.  

And it’s damned if you do, damned if you don’t, in the sense that if they really called this a coup 

like it is and cut off ties with the Egyptian government, then they feel that they have absolutely 

no influence.  And, of course, the US is mostly concerned about its relationship with Israel and 

wanting Egypt to continue to be a player in the post-Camp David accord agreement where 

Egypt was given 1.5 billion in exchange for that.  And there’s something else that’s happening, 

Blase, that’s very disturbing which is that the Sinai Peninsula which is the border area on the 

Egyptian side if you’re trying to get into Gaza, has become a very dangerous place, with all kinds 

of military conflict going on and extremist groups coming through and what has happened is 

that because a number of Egyptian police have been killed and other places attacked, the 

Egyptian people who had once been very supportive of the Palestinians, are starting to lose 

their support of the Palestinians.  And saying, “I don’t care what happens to the people of Gaza; 

I just want there to be security and maybe we do need to close that border.  And maybe we do 

need to support General Sisi and let him bring order back.”  So it’s very disturbing to see 

ordinary Egyptians now siding with the military government and being very unsympathetic 

toward the plight of the Palestinians. 

 

Blase:   Well, I think that is what happens when the manipulation of fear becomes the glue that 

holds a people together.  We’ve seen it in other dictatorships when they would come in and 

pick people up and the people were so terrified that were left behind that they would say, 

“Well, they wouldn’t have picked him up if he wasn’t guilty.” 

 

Medea:  That’s right.  Exactly, and in fact, part of our delegation did get into Cairo.  Most of our 

delegation didn’t make it through the airport.  But those who got in found that nobody wanted 

to meet with them.  All of our friends from over the years in Egypt were too scared to meet.  
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And the one meeting they did have, when they were on their way back in taxis – they had an 

activist with them in the back seat of the taxi – the taxi driver at one of the checkpoints outted 

the activist to the people at the checkpoint, and said “There is an Egyptian activist in this car.”  

They dragged the guy out of the car and had him arrested.  So imagine what you’re saying the 

trauma of ordinary citizens like a taxi driver being the ones that turn on the very activists that 

liberated them from the Hosni Mubarak dictatorship.  It’s really terrible the kind of fear that’s 

been worked up in Egypt and how people are being manipulated with that fear. 

 

Blase:   Well, I hate to see it happen because it brings about a paralysis and I smell some of it in 

our own country at this time when people will say, “I don’t want to know about it.  Don’t tell 

me about it.”  The beginning of the paralysis of fear and the real paralysis of action as a result of 

that.  As we cross the border and go into Israel we find an interesting movement beginning 

again.  The  Shministim have sent a letter to Mr. Netanyahu.  These are Israeli high school 

students saying 

 

We, the undersigned, intend to refuse to serve in the army and the main reason for this 

refusal is our opposition to the military occupation of Palestinian territories. Palestinians 

in the occupied territories live under Israeli rule though they did not choose to do so, 

and have no legal recourse… 

 

So this is quite striking that the students are saying “We stand in solidarity with these Arab 

youth, with the Christians, the Druze, and even the ultra-orthodox youth who are refusing to 

serve.”  Have you seen the results of that movement? 

 

Medea:  Well yes, and these are young people who then face going to prison because of their 

refusal to join the Israeli Defense Forces and be part of this occupation.  So it is an extremely 

courageous position. 
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Blase:   I’m very taken by it.  I’m also taken by the Prime Minister saying that those who oppose 

the boycott movement are anti-Semites.  We’ve seen this develop now in our own country in 

the universities.  Universities are hindering speakers that are speaking on behalf of the boycott 

of Israel.  This is quite striking.  I thought we were supposed to have free speech and it looks a 

little doubtful right here.  Have you been in touch with that situation? 

 

Medea:  Well yes, in fact the latest one has been at Northeastern University in Boston.  We 

have two interns for the last five months with us at CodePink in Washington, DC who are from 

Northeastern.  In fact, they went with us on this aborted trip to Gaza.  And it’s at Northeastern 

where the university has just banned the Students for Justice in Palestine organization and have 

threatened to expel some of the leaders of that group.  So it’s happening on campuses 

throughout the country and then the responses that are also happening on the statewide level, 

including right where I am in Maryland where the state has introduced legislation to cut off 

funding at the universities for groups that are engaged in boycott, divestment and sanctions 

work.  And of course, you mentioned Netanyahu’s visit and him speaking at the AIPAC 

conference about the boycott, divestment, sanctions movement just goes to show that all of 

this backlash is because it’s starting to get to the Israelis.  It’s not so important yet on an 

economic basis.  It is very important to them on a psychological sense of delegitimizing Israel 

and they are very concerned about that.  And that’s why they’re mobilizing their allies here in 

the US to crack down.  But it’s a tough thing to crack down on, Blase, because many of the 

same people who have been instructed to move forward on this crackdown are also people 

who have been defenders of civil liberties and free speech in the past so it’s a very ironic 

situation when you have people in the legal community and people in the more liberal Jewish 

community who are trying to take away people’s right to free speech. 

 

Blase:   Well, we see Netanyahu speaking to the Israeli lobby and 1/3 of his speech was to 

condemn boycott, divestment and sanctions, and apparently, that is an indication of the 

importance of that movement because that is really changing the situation.  To spend that 

much time on it and to call those involved anti-Semites is to call many wonderful Jewish people 
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anti-Semites.  That’s really quite striking.  I think he’s painted himself into a corner so maybe it’s 

important that this came up at Northeastern and the students put up flyers and they were told 

that they weren’t authorized but most of the flyers at Northeastern weren’t authorized 

anyway.  It’s that way on any campus so suddenly they become concerned about this.  It 

reminds me of the US speaking about breaking international law when we do it every day.  Now 

we’re getting a certain higher level of hypocrisy going on here and so this movement was 

terribly important in South Africa and Archbishop Tutu has very much identified with the 

importance of it in Israel as well.  Because the two situations had a great deal in common and I 

remember at first we didn’t think the South African boycott would go anywhere.   Well, we 

were wrong.  It really went very, very well. 

 

Medea:  Well, that’s right and we were outside AIPAC doing our protest during the time of the 

policy conference and it was very interesting engaging in discussions with some of the people 

going into the AIPAC conference because they’re really in a quandary.  They have boxed 

themselves into a corner on a couple of different issues.  They’re pushing for tighter sanctions 

on Iran which is being rejected by a majority of people in Congress and the American people 

and, of course, President Obama himself.  And their vehement opposition to the boycott, 

divestment, and sanctions movement.  Their refusal to speak out against the continued building 

of Israeli settlements, and it was clear the quandary they were in when they bring thousands of 

people to Washington, DC and this year they couldn’t figure out what they were  going to lobby 

about.  So, at the last minute, they decided to lobby for a non-binding resolution to the 

President about the Iran negotiations.  But it was a very weak thing that they chose in the end 

and it was really because they didn’t have the kind of leverage anymore that they used to have 

with Congress. 

 

Blase:   Well, I’m very concerned about religious states, whether it be Saudi Arabia or Israel or 

the many, many Christian states.  I’m sure you know our Latin American history.  In 1900, if you 

didn’t have a baptismal certificate you couldn’t get a passport to go to a place like Peru or 

anywhere else.  These were religious states and religious states have been historically a disaster 
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for people and now we have quasi-religion going on everywhere.  Here’s an Israeli source, using 

General Boykin as a source saying that  

 

Former Deputy Under Secretary of Defense calls Iran existential threat, says US should 

lead attack or at least aid Israeli strike. 

 

This is the very religious former General Gerry Boykin who told the troops in Iraq that we were 

fighting the devil.  Now he’s speaking saying that when “Jesus comes back he’ll do so carrying 

an AR-15 assault rifle.”  This is the General speaking now;  

 

Jesus was a tough guy, a man’s man and that is because he is a warrior who will come 

back covered in his enemy’s blood and carrying his assault rifle which is why every Bible 

believing Christian must own one.  The Lord is a warrior and in Revelation 19 is says 

when he comes back, he's coming back as what?  A warrior.   A mighty warrior leading a 

mighty army, riding a white horse with a blood-stained white robe… 

 

Oh my God.  

 

Medea:  This would be very funny if it were not so tragic. 

 

Blase:   I know.  I feel like I’m losing it just by reading it.  He said “I’ve checked this out.  I believe 

the sword he will be carrying when he comes back is an AR-15.” 

 

I know, everybody says that was a metaphor. IT WAS NOT A METAPHOR! He was saying 

in building my kingdom, you're going to have to fight at times. You won't build my 

kingdom with a sword, but you're going to have to defend yourself. And that was the 

beginning of the Second Amendment, that's where the whole thing came from. I can't 

prove that historically and David [Barton] will counsel me when this is over, but I know 

that's where it came from. 
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And the sword today is an AR-15, so if you don't have one, go get one. You're supposed 

to have one. It's biblical. 

 

I mean, we’re dealing here with a slight problem.  Are we not?  This is religion? 

 

Medea:  Well yes, and let’s also recognize that we’re dealing with this problem in the Muslim 

world on a large scale as well.  In my travels overseas I do meet with a lot of women who say 

“We are under attack.  Our societies are getting much more conservative.”  Women are losing a 

lot of the gains they have made over the years.  We’re talking about Egypt.  The situation for 

Egyptian women has been very progressive for decades and now to find themselves under the 

government of the Muslim Brotherhood they felt that they were sliding backgrounds, and now 

under a dictatorship.  So we have to be concerned about all kinds of religious fundamentalism 

and I agree that the way that it creeps into our societies and starts taking over the political 

realm is extremely dangerous.   

 

Blase:   It is and it’s so sad because we have religious people that are an example to the whole 

world.  If we look to Sister Megan Rice and her companions and how they’ve been condemned 

to a federal prison for warning us that we have the ability to destroy this planet.  The Y-12 

National Security Complex in Oak Ridge, Tennessee has enough active bomb material to 

eliminate the world.   This 84 year old nun was trying to let them know about the real crime of 

nuclear arms in the world and the number of accidents we’ve had and what a shoddy condition 

that whole center was in.  They didn’t have any security.   

 

Medea:  Yes, that was wild.  I think they spent many millions of dollars since then to beef up 

their security but yes, wonderful religious leaders who expose that and there are movements 

like the one around Guantanamo that are really led by the religious community that’s been 

opposing torture and Blase, it would be good to spend a minute talking about the latest 

curfluffle between Senator Dianne Feinstein and the CIA about this torture report because it’s a 

very interesting example.  Dianne Feinstein, who has been so pro-spying and covered up and in 
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fact, a cheerleader for the NSA when it comes to spying on you and me and millions of other 

Americans, but is now outing the CIA for interfering in her committee staff.  Which she should 

be doing and it’s a great thing that she’s bringing this up.  I just wish she would be a little more 

consistent. 

 

Blase:   That would help greatly.  And we heard about a cutback in military spending, cutting 

our troops back to the 1940 level but even the LA Times picked up on it saying that there are no 

cutbacks on spending nuclear weapons.  We are modernizing all of them.  Does this not tell us 

something?  That we’re tired of troops having to go places and we’d rather just blow up the 

enemy and talk about it later?  Why are we modernizing these ovens?  They really remind me 

of huge holocaust ovens that are capable of taking out millions of people indiscriminately and 

we’re modernizing them.  We’re going to blow out Arkansas or Kansas or California?  We’re in a 

real trap here so I’m glad that the CIA is being asked a few questions, not only about torture but 

about the other programs that we have.  Now, where does that stand now?  Have they 

responded to Senator Feinstein? 

 

Medea:  They have responded by saying that they did not do anything wrong and if they did, let 

the President be the one who decides.  Which is very interesting because it seems that 

President Obama has actually been working with the CIA to take away some of the documents 

that the Intelligence Committee on the Senate wants to put into their report.  The important 

thing here for the public to understand, Blase, is that there is an over 6,000 page report that 

has been done by the Senate Intelligence Committee that is very damning of the years under 

the Bush administration where our country was involved in torture, extraordinary rendition, 

indefinite detention, and this stuff must be released to the public.  No word of that, “We won’t 

look back; we only want to look forward” and right now we should be supporting Dianne 

Feinstein and calling for this torture report to be released.  We should be calling on President 

Obama to release this torture report and we should be demanding the firing of the CIA, John 

Brennan, who is trying to keep this away from the public because he is part of, not only the 
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cover up, but he is part of the problem.  He was high up in the Bush administration when the 

torture was happening and he went on public tv at that time to justify the use of torture.  

 

Blase:   We were in the courtroom and the accused murderer was asked a few questions.  

Would he say “Well look Judge, that was in the past.  That murder was three months ago.  Let’s 

look forward.  Let’s not just look to the past; let’s be modern.  We’re going to move ahead, ok 

Judge?”  I’m sure the judge would be happy with that, wouldn’t he? 

 

Medea:  Yeah, I don’t think you could get away with that in a court of law, but unfortunately, 

the court of law has been thrown out so many times when it comes to the issues of post-9/11 

“war on terror”.  Whether it’s the indefinite detention, the continued abuse in Guantanamo, 

the drone warfare, but this issue right now, finally Dianne Feinstein has found a bit of a spine 

and is standing up for the right of the public to have access to this material and this is one thing 

that we should support her on because it could make a huge difference if we got to see what is 

in that report.  I think think then there would be more of a public call for accountability for 

what happened during those years. 

 

Blase:  Well, I think that would be very helpful.  If we look back historically, Senator Moynihan 

had an ongoing bill to abolish the CIA.  John Kennedy said he was going to “break it into a 

thousand pieces.”  LBJ called it “murder, incorporated.”  It has a long history of  acting outside 

of government and it probably, upon examination, be easily be declared unconstitutional since 

its evolution from the OSS in the post-World War II period when it started to establish the 

Christian Democratic Party in Italy and then went on to overthrow Iran and Guatemala and has 

been in that death squad behavior ever since.  So there’s a lot of questions to be asked.  I’m 

glad she opened the door and I hope we can keep opening it and let all of the skeletons out. 

 

Medea:  That’s right.  As you know, sunshine is the best disinfectant.  So we gotta let the 

sunshine in. 
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Blase:  Yes indeed, now we have another similar situation to Egypt in contemporary Venezuela.  

In this case we have what is in fact a very popular government – it’s had almost twenty 

elections of approval over the years, now under very severe attack and that’s after Jimmy 

Carter said that they have the best electoral system in the world.  And he was very proud of 

how they conducted their elections.  What do you think about the current Venezuelan 

situation? 

 

Medea:  Well, I think it’s terrible how it is being portrayed as if there is a dictatorship there as if 

there weren’t elections.  And how much the press and the government in the United States is 

so quick to condemn the Venezuelan government for cracking down on press when there is a 

free and very vibrant opposition press in Venezuela and only showing us in this country, for 

example, the opposition marches and not the marches supporting the government.  And how 

the opposition is really trying to do what was done in Chile, make the economy scream, turning 

the people against the government because the shortages of goods is to a certain extent being 

manipulated by the opposition. 

 

Blase:  Well, there is a tremendous breakthrough that I wasn’t expecting and that is that the 

OAS has taken the side of Venezuela, saying they have solidarity and support for democratic 

institutions, dialogue and peace in the Bolivarian republic of Venezuela.  The statement 

represents a complete repudiation of the Venezuelan far-right coups and offers a powerful 

endorsement for the democratic process.   

 

So I was surprised because the OAS does not have a happy history, as you know.  They voice 

their support for the steps taken my President Nicolas Maduro in convening a national peace 

conference.  That is quite unusual because the OAS excluded Cuba and was previously 

controlled by the United States.  Let me just say one more thing that they said here which is 

really surprising.   
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During the Presidency of Hugo Chavez, Venezuela led the way in the creation of Latin 

American organizations that championed regional independence and integration 

through the ALBA nations, the Bolivarian alliance with the Americas, etc. 

 

So, this is a change, right? 

 

Medea:  Well yes, it’s not the US dominated OAS anymore.  The OAS is becoming very 

independent and this is a good example.  I think Venezuela over the years has used a lot of the 

oil money to help many other countries.  You mentioned ALBA and certainly within ALBA is the 

low-cost gas that was given to other countries.  Heating oil, and even here in the United States 

in some poor communities, many Venezuelans would probably object to the way that was done 

but the point is that there was a lot of solidarity from Venezuela to their poorer neighbors, 

countries like Nicaragua or Cuba.  And that has created a lot of good will in Latin America, not 

just among those smaller countries but also among the big powerhouses in Latin America like 

Brazil and Argentina.  So it’s become harder for the United States to dominate the OAS 

anymore.  We see the results of the elections now in El Salvador with another example two 

times in a row now of people from the FMLN getting power.  So it’s a different Latin America.  

It’s a different OAS.  But it’s still a very dangerous and precarious situation in Venezuela and I 

think it is important for people to keep pushing for the US to stay out of the internal divisions 

inside Venezuela and let the people of Venezuela decide this themselves. 

 

Blase:  Absolutely.  We experienced the horror of seeing Honduras join the ALBA nations and 

then be brutally overthrown in a way as if the United States knew nothing about it.  And again 

history tells us that we have overthrown the Honduran government practically ten times 

throughout history.  No one was surprised but everybody acted shocked.  This government now 

is one of the most violent places on earth of under the “leadership”  that we have established in 

Honduras.  They wanted to be part of ALBA and we’re very excited about the election in El 

Salvador.  The Supreme Electoral Tribunal announced the final count – FMLN, 50.11 percent 

and ARENA 49.89%.  Now we know they’re going to try to oppose that.  We’ve already seen 
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Representative Ileana Ros Lehtinen backing ARENA’s attempt for electoral sabotage.  So we 

have work to do there but it is so impressive that not only in Nicaragua but also in El Salvador.  

The people have chosen the revolution. 

 

Medea:  Yes, that is very exciting and it’s unfortunate that Congresspeople like Ros-Lehtinen 

have such a powerful voice in our government.  I was just at a hearing yesterday, Blase, that 

was with the heads of the special operations in the military.  And they were talking about the 

US military aid to Colombia and how wonderful it has been having the join special operations 

command working with their counterparts in Colombia.  And one of the Republican women 

who had just gotten back from Colombia saying, “This is just so marvelous; we’ve really gotten 

a great return on our investment there.”  And touting how nice it is to have this kind of military 

to military collaboration.  That’s exactly the kind of thing that we want to be pulling away from 

and that’s why it’s so important to have the work of groups like the School of the Americas 

Watch that continues to try to break these ties between the Latin American and US military. 

 

Blase:  This is where the attention should have been on Colombia’s crimes instead of the plan 

Colombia, the intervention, the horrors that you and I have seen there.  Communities like San 

Jose de Apartado in the north near Panama, brutalized by the paramilitary.  And we actually 

even talked the General in charge, Rito del Rio, and he told us he had nothing to do with the 

paramilitary and here they were five kilometers from him down the street in a base using his 

equipment and everything and finally, I must say, he was deposed and he was accused of being 

a paramilitary general as well as a Colombian general.  But why don’t we talk about this in our 

press?  I guess it’s obvious why. 

 

Medea:  Yeah, you’re surely not going to hear about that in Congress where what you hear is 

really the side that the US military wants to give, the side the NSA wants to give, the side the 

CIA, and it’s unfortunate that the side of the people who are suffering from these policies rarely 

gets heard in the halls of power. 
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Blase:  Well, we have so many things taking place and so many issues that you have been part 

and parcel of.  We have, not only the prison hunger strikes going on, but now we have 200 

detainees on a hunger strike near Seattle, on the brutal treatment of our refugees.  I don’t 

know why these people aren’t called refugees because “refugee” comes from pain, economic 

or political pain.  We just call them “undocumented” but I think technically they’re refugees.  

They have been treated so brutally.  Now they are on strike and I think the President allegedly is 

saying something about it.  Have you heard that comment? 

 

Medea:  Well yes, we have an interesting meeting coming up next week, Blase.  It’s with the 

head of Homeland Security, Jay Johnson.  We had been protesting at his house.  Before he 

became head of Homeland Security, he was the chief counsel in the Department of Defense 

who wrote the memos justifying the use of drones.  And one evening when we were projecting 

a documentary about drone victims on the wall of his house he came out walking his dog, 

stopped and talked to us for awhile, and said that when he was at Homeland Security, we could 

have a meeting with him.  So we’re having it next Monday and we have invited people from the 

immigrant rights community to join us.  They are very anxious to have that kind of access to 

somebody at a high level and this comes at a time when I think there is the real chance of 

changing some of this draconian policy of the Obama administration on deportations.  So we’re 

anxious to see what comes out of our meeting. 

 

Blase:  Well I think that is so amazing that you’ve been involved in that because there’s so many 

of the key issues that have been part and parcel of your work.  I mean, we can’t forget your 

book and I do hope everybody has seen your book.  We see leaked official documents recording 

330 drone strikes in Pakistan and this is an outrage to the people who live there and is the best 

way in the world to create terrorists.  Could you tell us about your book? 

 

Medea:  Yes, it’s in its second printing, a new edition, and this issue of drone warfare has just 

jumped onto the international stage since I started doing the work on this.  In fact, this week 

the special rapporteur at the UN on extrajudicial killings came out with his report and it is very 
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damning of the United States and Israel because Israel has taken the lead on the use of drones 

in the Gaza strip.  And the European parliament just voted overwhelmingly to condemn the use 

of drone strikes so there is a lot of movement going on nationally and internationally and we 

feel that we’re changing on the dialogue on this issue from an overwhelming support of drone 

strikes to a lot more skepticism about it and this also feeds into people’s fear about what’s 

going to happen by the end of next year when our air space opens up to drones.  So all of those 

civil libertarians who are already concerned about the over-reach of our spying agencies are 

very concerned about what’s going to happen when drones are in our skies.  So the issue has 

really taken off and it’s been exciting to be part of a growing movement that has been very 

effective.   

 

Blase:  Well, CodePink has been an outstanding example of peacemaking in a perpetual war 

situation and everybody should study your web, codepink.org because what is forthcoming is 

hope for the future, for a peaceful world, where there is justice and where we don’t support 

hypocrisy and lies as a way of life.  Your group sent out a letter recently – it was actually a 

statement by Tom Hayden – saying “The Taliban are winning.”  Quite a striking statement.  And 

he said “150,000 NATO forces, along with Afghan forces of 350,000 could not stop the Taliban, 

why would a core of 3,000 to 10,000 Americans be more effective?”  Again he is speaking on 

behalf of negotiated peace, I’m sure.  I think Gale Murphy sent that out.  I don’t know if you 

saw that report from Tom. 

 

Medea:  Well no, but it sounds great and factual and when we were at this hearing with the 

military yesterday we had a chance to talk to some of the Admirals and Generals and brought 

that up and said you’ve had some 150,000 troops from 8 different nations for over 12 years 

now and you haven’t been able to defeat the Taliban.  Why, and isn’t this time to disengage 

entirely in Afghanistan and pull back from our military presence in so many other places where 

we’re just causing more problems.   Of course, this is part of a military industrial complex and 

they’re always looking for ways to keep wars going to keep their budgets going.  And it’s very 

sad to see both the Democrats and the Republicans, the softball questions they give to the 
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military and it’s usually along the lines of things like, “Are you sure you have enough money to 

accomplish what you need to accomplish?” instead of a hard look at what have they failed to 

accomplish such as defeating the Taliban, what have they destroyed such as the entire nation 

of Iraq and what have their drone strikes done, which is just create millions more enemies for 

us.  So I’m sure that Tom Hayden’s piece is a great piece because they always are, but pointing 

out how ridiculous it is to think that we want to keep a presence in a place like Afghanistan 

when we haven’t been able to accomplish much of anything in these twelve years.   

 

Blase:  Well, one of the poorest countries in the world defeated Britain twice in the 19th 

century, again in the 21st century and now we, of course, have been devastated by this weakest 

country in the world in the 20th and 21st centuries so we have here now three centuries and 

possibly much more, actually if we go back into earlier history, three centuries of Afghanistan 

coming out on top. 

 

Medea:  Well, be clear about that, Blase, coming out on top is really not, perhaps, the right way 

to frame it because the Afghan people are really in a miserable state and the women are in a 

miserable state and it’s not like we want the Taliban to prevail.  It’s just that we know that this 

outside military intervention is not the answer. 

 

Blase:  Thank you for that, Medea.  I certainly don’t want to imply that they are in a better state 

for having been brutalized for three centuries.  You’re absolutely correct. 

 

Medea:  And they’re going to be brutalized more with the US in there or out of there which is 

very unfortunate.  But it’s not like we have created some kind of magical security forces run by 

the Afghans themselves that are going to be able to prevail because it’s such a corrupt force 

and people have to have something to fight for.  And fighting for corrupt leaders or ---- entities 

is not a very inspiring reason to fight. 

 



17 

 

Blase:  You know, I’d like to take a look, Medea, at the history of NATO because, with great 

work there was a League of Nations established and then we had the Treaty of Versailles which 

was rejected by the US in 1920.  And then in post-World War II the UN was developed to end 

the scourge of war and many of our organizations and many of our plotting and planning has 

been in direct opposition to the UN.  And I believe that NATO was established simply to 

circumvent the UN.  I don’t know if you would agree with that or not? 

 

Medea:  Well I didn’t really think of it that way and it’s probably because I don’t really know 

enough about that history.  But I certainly feel now that it is an organization that really has a 

vested interest in wars and domination and is not anything that we should be supportive of. 

 

Blase:  Well, it’s become an international club to the rest of the world.  The attack on so many 

countries and now we see it focusing attention on Asia.  What is that about? 

 

Medea:  Well, it’s about the expansion of the military industrial complex and in my work on 

drone warfare, I’ve seen the collusion between the industries in Europe and the United States – 

how they all want to get a piece of the pie.  They’re all part of the same international lobbying 

organization that tries to life government restrictions on exports of different kinds of 

armaments, that tries to encourage the use of new weaponry and really stands in the way of 

negotiated settlements. 

 

Blase:  Friends I’d like you to know I’m speaking today to Medea Benjamin.  As you know I had 

her on last week but that was a recording that was made prior to the brutal attack that took 

place on her in Cairo.  Today this is post-Cairo attack and I’m so happy that she’s recuperating 

now and she has so much to tell as a leader in the international peace movement.  So beside 

being the co-founder of CodePink and Global Exchange she’s also the author of eight books, 

including her latest being “Drone Warfare:  Killing by Remote Control.”  Remember her direct 

questioning of President Obama during his 2013 foreign policy address as well as her recent 

trips to Pakistan and Yemen.  She’s helped to shine a light on the innocent people killed by US 
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drone strikes and she’s been an advocate for social justice and peace for over thirty years, and 

has been nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize.  We’re just so very happy to have you with us 

today, Medea, because there’s so much going on at this time and we’re very concerned about 

the tension now in the former Soviet Union and the Ukraine and the Crimea.  We’re not dealing 

with a football game where we say well, which side are you on?  “I’m for Russia!”  “I’m for the 

Ukraine!”  Well please, we’re for peace and justice and that’s what confuses people at times.  

Are you aware of this in the US culture that we tend to be a cheering section for our policy? 

 

Medea:  Well yes, and it tends to be a cheering section for the policy that’s put forward in the 

kind of media frenzy that we see now around the Ukraine and we see it whenever conflict has 

arisen where people don’t get a full understanding of what’s going on and you rarely see the 

cheerleading for the peaceful solution of problems.  I must say I do give credit to John Kerry in 

what he’s been doing around Iran.  In the Ukraine he sounds like an imperial dictator.  But at 

least in Iran he’s been using his diplomatic skills and that is so critical because there is a strong 

lobby group trying to take us into a war with Iran.  But peacemaking is not easy to do as you 

know Blase.  You’ve dedicated your whole life to it and I want to end on a more positive not 

though by saying that there are these wonderful global coalitions that have come together like 

this group I tried to go to Gaza with – 100 women from eight different countries.  I’m working 

now with a group that’s going to be working on North and South Korea to try to do something 

about the militarized zone there.  There are wonderful groups of coalitions that have come 

together to stop another war in Iran and so there’s a lot that’s being done to try to keep us out 

of wars or to stop the ones that are presently happening.  And it’s been great at CodePink to be 

part of a lot of those different struggles and if your listeners are interested they can go online at 

codepink.org and see some of the things that we have coming up and hopefully join us in some 

of the activities. 

 

Blase:  I think those activities are absolutely outstanding and we’ve been so impressed with this 

new development called World Beyond War.  I know you’re in touch with that.  They’re people 

who’ve dedicated themselves to abolishing war and to abolish certainly the nuclear weapons 
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and war itself, thinking we’ve come to a time in history where people are sick and tired of this 

religion which is called ‘war’.  It is a religious thing.  It’s made up of gobbledygook of lies, 

torture, murder, rape.  That’s all it’s ever been and that’s all it is.  And we’re proud of the 

people who’ve been coming together in this way.  Codepink.org and then we have this 

fascinating World Beyond War.  As Eisenhower said, people crave peace so much it’s about 

time we gave it to them.  Because those who start war are on the top of the pyramid and 

apparently they have nothing but contempt for people in their own country as well as the 

countries they’re devastating. 

 

So this movement is really part of the hope, desires and anxieties of the entire world at this 

time.  And we’re just so eager to see it continue rather than to have to talk bad news all the 

time.  Many of us really don’t like to talk bad news.  We’d rather talk good news and we are so 

happy that you are constantly talking about what is going on for the betterment of the planet 

and you know it was just fifty years ago we attacked Bikini.  Do you realize that was fifty years 

ago the nuclear attack on the islands in the South Pacific?  And we’re still dealing with nuclear 

fallout aren’t we? 

 

Medea:  Yes, we are and I agree with you that groups like World Beyond War are very exciting – 

instead of putting out one fight here and there – let’s take on the whole war maching and try to 

create a whole constituency for peace. 

 

Blase:  Internally we have seen a great deal of deterioration and we’re just so proud of the 

people who have been writing on that issue.  Angela Davis is really putting a move in for prison 

abolition, dealing with the fact that we can rehabilitate people instead of just punishing them.  

Punishment doesn’t make people get out of a drug situation.  So we domestically have suffered 

terribly with the embarrassment of having 25% of the prisoners of the world living in our 

country when we only have 4% of the world’s people.  And they say there are more African-

Americans in prison now than there were slaves more than a century ago?  So the domestic 
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repercussions of perpetual war are really not positive.  I think you’re very much in touch with 

that, aren’t you? 

 

Medea:  Well yes, and it’s another example of how oppression is a big business, privatizing 

these prisons, trying to “fill the beds up” – it’s just another example of an industry that thrives 

on people’s misery and keeps us in a state of war, violence, oppression.  Instead of putting the 

money into things that make people’s lives better. 

 

Blase:  Well I think we’re ready for those changes and the people are eager for these changes.  

Medea, I want to thank you so much for being with us today and we’re just so proud of your 

international leadership and we were terribly sorry for that vicious attack on you and I know 

that you, just like Jose Martí said, “With the poor of the earth I will throw in my luck.”  He knew 

that the moment we throw in our luck with the poor we are part and parcel of the revolution 

and we will be treated like the poor.  And that’s what happened to you and we so appreciate 

you and appreciate you being with us today. 

 

Medea:  Thanks so much for your work and for having me on, Blase.  Lots of luck to you. 

 

 


