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Hello, this is Blase Bonpane with World Focus coming to you from KPFK/ Los Angeles.  We are 

podcast and available 24/7 at kpfk.org where we are heard internationally. 

 

I want to wish you all a very happy new year and look back a little bit at 2013.  I think that 

Medea Benjamin, one of our great leaders in the peace movement, has done a great job of 

analyzing 2013.  She said 

 

We begin the new year with renewed awareness of the effectiveness of nonviolent 

action and nonviolent movements. The possibilities for a more peaceful and just 2014 

are boundless. 

 

It would be easy to make a list of 10 bad things—wars, government shut-down, drone 

attacks, lack of progress on immigrant rights, lousy health-care reform. But it’s also been 

a year of extraordinary activism: whistleblowers, DREAMers, Walmart workers, 

peacemakers, gay rights advocates, garment workers. As the year ends, let’s pay tribute 

to the good things their efforts have wrought. 

 

1. A spontaneous uprising by the American people kept President Obama from 

invading Syria.  

 

Remember he said we were going to do that?  His Secretary of State said we were going to do 

that.  And the people said you’re not going to do that.  That sounds like some sort of 

democracy. 
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This fall’s “peaceful insurrection” was by far my favorite moment of 2013. It was one of 

those all-too-rare occasions when folks came together across ideological divisions, 

flooding their congressional reps with calls. Yes, after 12 years, Americans have become 

“war-wise”, understanding that US intervention is no solution. So instead, chemical 

weapons are being destroyed thanks to successful negotiations. But the war in Syria 

rages on, with casualties mounting daily. Peace talks are scheduled for January 22 in 

Switzerland, and women’s groups—including CODEPINK—are mobilizing to surround the 

meetings with a desperate plea to all the guys with guns: Ceasefire NOW! 

 

2. Talks with Iran are progressing, despite Israel and AIPAC’s objections. The P5+1 group 

of Britain, China, France, Russia, the United States and Germany has made great 

headway in finding a solution to diffuse the crisis around Iran’s nuclear program. 

Negotiators are anxious to take advantage of the opening represented by the election of 

a moderate Iranian leader, President Hassan Rouhani. Sadly, a group of both Democrats 

and Republicans in Congress, along with the AIPAC lobby, threaten to derail the talks by 

pushing for greater sanctions against Iran. If we can move ahead with talks, 2014 could 

be the year we finally ditch the Bush-era “axis of evil” treatment and build friendly 

relations with Iran. 

 

Friends, I don’t think everyone understands that these sanctions are an act of war.  They’re an 

act of cutting off food for people, especially for children.  If we just think about the children.  I 

don’t think we would be so happy to encourage sanctions and more sanctions on a country that 

has not attacked another nation in two hundred years. 

 

3. Edward Snowden has rocked the world of NSA spying. When Edward Snowden first 

blew the whistle on the NSA’s sweeping surveillance, he said his greatest fear was not 

what the government would do to him, but that nothing would change. A mere six 

months later, the cascading effects have, according to the Washington Post, made 

themselves felt in Congress, the courts, popular culture, Silicon Valley and world 

http://codepink.org/womenleadtopeace
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/edward-snowden-after-months-of-nsa-revelations-says-his-missions-accomplished/2013/12/23/49fc36de-6c1c-11e3-a523-fe73f0ff6b8d_story.html
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capitals.” There is now a vibrant global dialogue about privacy rights. In December, a 

federal court judge declared the secret collection of domestic phone records 

unconstitutional and President Obama’s own review panel called a major overhaul of 

NSA’s activities. President Obama claims he will consider the review board’s 

suggestions, indicating that reforms are necessary to restore public confidence. While 

Snowden is under indictment for criminal acts here in the US, thanks to this 

whistleblower, the days of the NSA doing whatever it wants—in secret and free from 

public criticism—are coming to an end. Thanks, Edward, for your service! 

 

4. Killer drones are taking a beating. The international community is finally standing up 

to the use of killer drones and the proliferation of this technology around the globe. 

With reports by Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch, investigations by the 

United Nation’s Special Rapporteurs, and two briefings in Congress with testimony by 

drone strike survivors, the dialogue and the outrage around the drone program has 

increased. This year saw a ban on drone strikes by both the Pakistani National Assembly 

and the Yemeni Parliament (if only the U.S. would listen!), more protests inside the U.S. 

and the creation of a global anti-drones network. 

 

5. Yes, the Pope, who beat Snowden for Time’s Person of the Year, is astonishing. I must 

admit that even as a secular Jew, this pope fills me with awe. He sneaks out at night to 

feed the homeless; invites homeless people to celebrate his birthday in the Vatican; 

washes the feet of young prisoners; says he is not one to judge gay people; calls on the 

church to get beyond its fixation on reproduction and sexual morality; debunks trickle-

down economics and questions the morality of capitalism; lives simply and loves to take 

public transportation. What a cool guy! Unfortunately, he doesn’t support abortion 

rights or the ordination of women, but he is certainly injecting new spirit into the 

moribund, scandal-ridden Catholic church. 
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6. Low-wage workers rise up, saying “Low Pay Is Not OK!” Around the county, fast food 

and other low-wage workers from McDonalds to Walmart rose up in to demand a living 

wage. Today, 34 states, Washington D.C., and Puerto Rico, as well as dozens of cities, 

have introduced or passed legislation on minimum wage issues, including increasing the 

state minimum wage, automatic cost-of-living increases and addressing base wages for 

tipped employees. (And overseas in Bangladesh, after a huge factory blaze in April left 

1,100 people dead, massive strikes led to a 77% pay increase for Bangladeshi garment 

workers!) Pressure is now on Congress to increase the federal minimum wage, which 

has remained at a shameful $7.25 per hour for the past three years. 

 

This is an outrage.  Anyone earning that much is very poor.  So you work full-time you are very 

poor.  If you only have that salary you will never get a first and a last and a security deposit for 

an apartment.  That is a wage to make you homeless.  It cries to heaven for vengeance. 

 

7. Immigrant advocates did spectacular organizing, and are poised to reap the benefits. 

They held prayer vigils, press conferences, marches. They chained themselves to the 

White House fence and the gates of detention centers. They encircled ICE facilities to 

shut down deportations. Hundreds were arrested, including 8 members of Congress, 

calling for immigration reform. They fasted on the national mall in Washington DC, 

getting a visit from the President and his wife. This organized, mobilized community 

with significant voting power stands ready to see major changes in U.S. immigration 

policy next year. 

 

8. Gay marriage is becoming like apple pie. The Supreme Court struck down the federal 

Defense of Marriage Act and Illinois became the 15th state to legalize same-sex 

marriage. This year alone saw not only Illinois, but Rhode Island, Delaware, Minnesota, 

California, Hawaii and New Mexico added to the list of marriage equality states. This 

number is certain to keep rising, now that a majority of Americans are supportive. Also, 

the Senate voted in favor of the Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) to ban 
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discrimination in the workplace based on sexual orientation and gender identity. The bill 

is being blocked in the House but a growing number of Republicans are starting to 

embrace LGBT rights. Who knows? 2014 might not only see more gay marriages in our 

nation’s homes, but basic LGBT rights in the workplace as well. 

 

9. The death penalty at home and abroad is dying, slowing but steadily. This year 

Maryland became the first state south of the Mason-Dixon line to abolish the death 

penalty and the 18th state to do so. Signing the bill, Maryland’s Governor O’Malley said 

the death penalty does not deter crime, cannot be administered without racial bias, 

costs three times as much as life without parole, and a mistake cannot be reversed if an 

innocent person is put to death. The number of people executed in the U.S. declined to 

39—near its lowest level since capital punishment was reinstated in the U.S. in the 

1970s. The trend is true abroad. In 1981, when France abolished the death penalty, over 

150 countries put their citizens to death. Today, only 21 nations do so. In the past five 

years, Uzbekistan, Argentina, Burundi, Togo, Gabon and Latvia have all abolished capital 

punishment. 

 

You know if we could wake up our Supreme Court, friends, they might repeat or understand 

perhaps for the first time (Legal Studies 101) that the death penalty does not or has ever 

deterred crime, cannot be administered without racial bias – it’s all racial bias – and cannot 

reverse a mistake of which there have been thousands. 

 

10. One nation has come to its senses about smoking weed: Uruguay. In 2013, the 

nation of Uruguay became the first country to fully legalize marijuana. Back home in the 

US, Washington and Colorado passed full legalization laws (yes, that means recreational 

use without big brother stepping in) and the Federal government has stated it will not 

mount a challenge. Also this year, Illinois and New Hampshire joined the 18 other states 

that have legalized medical marijuana use. Even the stuffy Canadian federal government 
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made medical marijuana legal. You’ll soon be able to get a deal on your dope from 

GroupOn and pay in Bitcoins. The times they are achangin’. 

 

We begin the new year with renewed awareness of the effectiveness of nonviolent 

action and nonviolent movements. The possibilities for a more peaceful and just 2014 

are boundless. 

 

We want to give Medea Benjamin credit for putting this together because if anyone has seen 

the horrors of 2013 and many years before that, it’s Medea who has been there to confront 

President Obama and to actually force him to say, “Listen to that woman.”  She’s in touch with 

the real world and she sees something beautiful beginning to happen. 

 

Perhaps the great shocker of a newspaper that has supported every imaginable war is to see 

The New York Times stating,  

 

Edward Snowden, Whistle-Blower – Considering the value of his leaks, he should be 

offered clemency or a plea bargain. 

 

This is The New York Times, Thursday, January 2nd, 2014.  So what did he do?  Well, let’s see 

what the Times gives as its reasoning. 

 

In retrospect, Mr. Snowden was clearly justified in believing that the only way  

to blow the whistle on this kind of intelligence-gathering was to expose it to  

the public and let the resulting furor do the work his superiors would not.  

Beyond the mass collection of phone and Internet data, consider just a few of  

the violations he revealed or the legal actions he provoked:  

 

■ The N.S.A. broke federal privacy laws, or exceeded its authority, thousands of  

times per year, according to the agency’s own internal auditor.  
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■ The agency broke into the communications links of major data centers around  

the world, allowing it to spy on hundreds of millions of user accounts and  

infuriating the Internet companies that own the centers. Many of those companies  

are now scrambling to install systems that the N.S.A. cannot yet penetrate.  

 

■ The N.S.A. systematically undermined the basic encryption systems of the  

Internet, making it impossible to know if sensitive banking or medical data is  

truly private, damaging businesses that depended on this trust.  

 

■ His leaks revealed that James Clapper Jr., the director of national  

intelligence, lied to Congress when testifying in March that the N.S.A. was not  

collecting data on millions of Americans. (There has been no discussion of  

punishment for that lie.)  

 

Friends, people have gone to prison for lying to Congress.  I think Congress should review 

James Clapper’s lies. 

 

■ The Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court rebuked the N.S.A. for repeatedly  

providing misleading information about its surveillance practices, according to  

a ruling made public because of the Snowden documents. One of the practices  

violated the Constitution, according to the chief judge of the court.  

 

■ A federal district judge ruled earlier this month that the  

phone-records-collection program probably violates the Fourth Amendment of the  

Constitution. He called the program “almost Orwellian” and said there was no  

evidence that it stopped any imminent act of terror.  

 

The shrill brigade of his critics say Mr. Snowden has done profound damage to  
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intelligence operations of the United States, but none has presented the  

slightest proof that his disclosures really hurt the nation’s security. Many of  

the mass-collection programs Mr. Snowden exposed would work just as well if they  

were reduced in scope and brought under strict outside oversight, as the  

presidential panel recommended.  

 

When someone reveals that government officials have routinely and deliberately  

broken the law, that person should not face life in prison at the hands of the  

same government. That’s why Rick Ledgett, who leads the N.S.A.’s task force on  

the Snowden leaks, recently told CBS News that he would consider amnesty if Mr.  

Snowden would stop any additional leaks. And it’s why President Obama should  

tell his aides to begin finding a way to end Mr. Snowden’s vilification and give  

him an incentive to return home.  

 

This is a New York Times editorial and we want to congratulate them on that, maybe the 

eleventh good news for this past year. 

 

So we have had magnificent actions on the part of so many people and various agencies have 

tried to identify who were the greatest disrupters of 2013.  Here is an excellent list put 

together by John Johnson:  Certainly, Edward Snowden received the award for being the 

chief disrupter.  Friends, we have to disrupt evil.  We have to disrupt liars.  Let’s look to the 

Bible for a moment on this.  Not for any sectarian reason but simply to evaluate the content 

of what is said. 

 

The prophets, as we know, and many people fail to know, are people who tell the truth.  And 

that is a very rare thing.  So, what was Jesus about?  He was concerned about people who lie 

and he frequently gave woes because he liked the prophets, but he knew that his own 

people had killed them so he said, “Woe to you.  You’re like hidden tombs over which people 

walk unaware.”  And then the experts in the law said, “Teacher, in speaking this way, you 
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insult us.”  Jesus said, “Woe to you lawyers.  You lay impossible burdens upon people and 

you won’t lift a finger to lighten them.”  Then speaking of the prophets, he said, “Woe to you.  

You build monuments to the prophets but it was your ancestors who murdered them.  You 

show that you stand behind the deeds of your ancestors.  They did the murdering and you do 

the building of monuments.  That’s why the wisdom of God has said, ‘I’ll send them prophets 

and apostles, some of whom they’ll persecute and others they’ll kill so that this generation 

will have to account for the blood of the prophets since the foundation of the world.  Their 

guilt stretches from the blood of Abraham to the blood of Zechariah.’  Woe to you experts of 

the law.  You’ve taken away the key to knowledge and not only haven’t you gained access, 

you’ve stopped others who were trying to enter.” 

 

Think about this.  Think about those who said Edward Snowden should be hung.  “Be on your 

guard against the yeast of the Pharisees which is hypocrisy.” 

 

And these truth-tellers seem to understand something else.  He said, “Don’t be afraid of 

those who kill the body and then can do no more.” 

 

Amazing.  It’s just like Socrates saying, “You can kill me but you can’t hurt me.” 

 

So Edward Snowden gets #1 for being the chief disrupter, the chief prophet for the year.  And 

those of you interested in scriptural study I would ask you to see in the biblical literature, 

basically the Bible, the conflict between priest and prophet which is constant.  If you really 

look at what is going on, the priests are babbling about the law, the liturgy, how to kill the 

lamb, whatever.  The prophets are saying, “God doesn’t care about your sacrifices; they’re a 

waste of time.  God doesn’t care about your fasts.  Mercy is greater than sacrifice.”  The book 

is saying that the almighty cares about compassion and here you are practicing all this silly 

liturgy and legalisms and nonsense and you don’t have any compassion.  You’re killing the 

people who tell the truth.  They stand there and say what is true and you kill them.  Then you 
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make a nice monument to Nelson Mandela and you make a nice monument to Dr. King.  You 

kill the prophets and then you build a monument. 

So, after Snowden, who is chief disrupter #2? 

 

Bill de Blasio.  It’s very rare these days for someone with disruptive and intentions to 

actually gain power, but Bill de Blasio’s landslide victory to become mayor of New 

York City was one of the voters most disruptive acts in recent memory.  Along with 

Elizabeth Warren, “Big Bill” becomes the elected official with the most potential and 

the most influence.   

 

His opponents including the former mayor were saying, “He went to Nicaragua!  He 

supported the Sandinistas!” and the people of New York were saying Hooray!  He was 

working on behalf of the Central American people and he’d say “Oh, he has a black wife.”  

Everything they tried to use against him turned out in his favor.  What a marvelous 

demonstration that was.   

 

Chief disrupter number three – Michelle Alexander.  My goodness – what a writer, 

what a speaker.  There’s nothing more infuriating and depressing in America than the 

culture of mass incarceration that has dominated the US for decades.  The result is a 

virtual gulag of people under the control of the fundamentally racist, criminal justice 

system.  Even though white people outnumber black people five to one in the United 

States and both groups use and sell drugs at similar rates, the latter make up 55% of 

those convicted for drug possession and 74% of those imprisoned for drug possession 

according to the ACLU.  No one has fought harder and been more articulate in the 

attempt to bring some sense to American policymakers and to the public about our 

jail-crazy society than Michelle Alexander, an associate professor of law at Ohio State 

University and former ACLU attorney.   
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The all powerful prison industrial complex undermines the futures of those held 

behind bars and their extended families.  It’s a poison whose ripple effect 

contaminates millions and millions of people.  The tragedy is that many are behind 

bars for victimless crimes, serving harsh sentences when similar sentencing practices 

take place in other parts of the world and the US is quick to label those nations as 

police states.  Nothing has contributed more to poverty and inequality than the 

oppressive US penal system. 

 

As Michelle Alexander has pointed out in great detail in her best-selling book, “The 

New Jim Crow.”  As well as the speeches and talks she gives across the country, 

nothing else so underscores how deep and persistent racism is in America. 

 

There are many heroes in the struggle to disrupt the massive prison complex but 

Alexander has become a most visible symbol of smarts, grace and determination.   

 

She has identified these private prison companies that demand a high percentage, say 90%, 

of the cells be full so the work of the judge is to keep those cells full with anybody they can 

illegally send to prison.  It’s absolutely unacceptable that we have 25% of the world’s 

prisoners and we only have 4% of the world’s people.  Some of them are in prison for a 

medicinal drug called marijuana.  And that really is unbelievable.  This great piece of curing 

which has been discovered will be with us for centuries and people will read back to our 

history in shock, knowing that one of the most medicinal drugs in the world sent millions of 

innocent people to prison.  This is the same as the witch hunts of old and we have less excuse 

for it because we’re supposed to know a little more right now. 

 

Another disrupter and this one is in government and this is really rare.  It’s hard to 

find this but we look at Elizabeth Warren.  Progressives have a new leader and 

Americans, a newfound hope for change as 2013 comes to an end.  Warren is a 

Senator who has enjoyed an unusually quick rise to power so clearly with a huge 
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constituency.  She overnight changed the debate about the future of social security.  

The fight is no longer a matter of billionaire Patterson or Barack Obama pushing 

cutbacks to a skeptical public, thanks in part to Warren we’re arriving at full 

recognition of a giant, looming retirement crisis in which Social Security, Medicare 

and Medicaid, need to be improved and expanded or many millions of our aging 

populous will be living in poverty for decades to come.  Warren has now come out 

against the Keystone XL pipeline and and she is a powerful watchdog over the 

excesses of the mega-banks. Her speech to the AFL-CIO convention this summer was 

electrifying as she forcefully told her audience that the Supreme Court is on the path 

to being a "wholly owned subsidiary of big business." 

 

OK, we’re looking at disrupters.  We need disrupters.  Maybe some of you are called to be 

disrupters.  We can’t allow the madness to continue. 

 

The legendary activist, singer and heir to Paul Robeson, Belafonte is still going strong at 

87. He's organizing musicians for many vital causes, bringing together gang leaders to 

work for peace, and acting as a force of nature and role model for so many talented 

artists. A strong supporter of Nelson Mandela and the African National Congress while 

Mandela was still in prison, and a key player in the "We Are the World" musical 

moment, Belafonte's arc is broad and his light still shines bright.  

 

As an early supporter of new NYC mayor Bill de Blasio, he made for an interesting 

moment in the campaign at the First Corinthian Baptist Church in Harlem when he 

connected the Koch brothers and forces of the right-wing with the Ku Klux Klan—which 

has some historical accuracy. Ever the adroit, de Blasio didn't directly endorse 

Belafonte's KKK messaging, but soon after he proceeded to criticize the Koch brothers 

for a batch of other sins, making it clear that progressives had a united front in NYC. 

Harry Belafonte is a brave, persistent and hugely articulate change agent, making 

http://rooseveltinstitute.org/in-the-news/exclusive-interview-elizabeth-warren-says-big-banks-must-stop-blocking-reform
http://rooseveltinstitute.org/in-the-news/exclusive-interview-elizabeth-warren-says-big-banks-must-stop-blocking-reform
http://www.alternet.org/economy/elizabeth-warren-slams-corporate-supreme-court
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/article/politics/2013/11/8535461/church-de-blasio-belafonte-compares-kochs-klan
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/article/politics/2013/11/8535461/church-de-blasio-belafonte-compares-kochs-klan
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trouble on behalf of the people against the vast array of power, trying to disrupt at 

every turn, bringing along many thousands of adherents along the way.  

 

And here we have someone who is a model for journalism. 

 

As far as being persistent thorns in the side of politics as usual, no one does it better 

than Amy Goodman and Juan Gonzalez. Goodman is, as virtually everyone knows, the 

hard-working creative force in charge of Democracy Now!, by far the most important 

and influential progressive media outlet in America (in part because they do TV and 

radio, and their transcripts are very popular, too). Goodman travels the country, 

supporting local media, selling books, and telling her stories, and her fans are legion. 

She is fearless and relentless.  

 

Goodman's sidekick and cohost for these many years, Juan Gonzalez, may get 

overlooked at times. But Gonzalez is a top-notch, news-breaking reporter and columnist 

for the New York Daily News, as good as they get, and deserving of much praise. I can 

remember back in the late '60s when I saw Gonzalez standing majestically on the steps 

of an East Harlem church as one of the revolutionary leaders of the Young Lords, the 

Latino version of the Black Panthers. Unlike many from that era, Gonzalez has stuck to 

his guns, a deep and honorable progressive for his entire career. 

 

So we’re getting there.  These are people who have disrupted the world.   

 

Next are Peter Lewis and Uruguayan President Jose Mujica together with the people of 

Washington and Colorado. Besides gay marriage, one of the few areas in society where 

there has been a positive disruption is the growing success of the long-term effort to 

legalize cannabis. Starting today, residents of Colorado over the age of 21 will be able to 

legally buy cannabis in public stores and smoke it freely. The same will soon be true in 

Washington State and in the country of Uruguay. After decades of struggle, this is a 

http://democracynow.org/
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small miracle. It's happening despite the fact that thousands are arrested every day and 

hundreds of thousands are in jail because of this harmless and often highly beneficial 

plant.  

 

One of a handful of people most responsible for this sea change in the U.S. is Peter 

Lewis, the fabulously wealthy founder of Progressive Insurance, who died unexpectedly 

on November 23 this year of a heart attack. Lewis' financial support, political acumen, 

and attention to polls and details made him instrumental in many of the campaigns for 

medical pot, and now for legal marijuana. A big personality, Lewis gave away hundreds 

of millions to social cases, to Princeton University, and to cultural arts institutions in his 

hometown of Cleveland. He will be missed, as serious consideration is underway to put 

legal pot on the ballot in California in 2014.  

 

Meanwhile, Oregon will try to follow in its neighbor Washington's footsteps. There is 

hope that Lewis' family will continue to support public initiative campaigns for legal pot 

under the guidance of his highly respected strategist Graham Boyd. Advancing 

legalization will immediately lower the nation's prison population, and offer easier 

access to the many proven health benefits of cannabis for millions of people, while 

potentially undermining the consumption of alcohol, especially among young people, 

which is one of the true health hazards of our culture.  

 

Uruguayan president José Mujica has a lot of guts and Uruguay will be the first country 

to be in charge of the pot business—unlike in Colorado and Washington, where it is a 

highly regulated but private enterprise.  

 

Also this year, Illinois and New Hampshire joined the 18 other states that have legalized 

medical marijuana use. Even the stuffy Canadian federal government made medical 

marijuana legal. You’ll soon be able to get a deal on your dope from Groupon and pay in 

bitcoins. The times they are a changin’.  
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And how about Pope Francis?  He comes in here.  And the important thing about Pope Francis is 

that we don’t look at him in a matter of sectarianism.  We can forget the sectarianism and look 

at the person. 

 

Can Pope Francis be a true international game changer? Let's hope so Without a doubt, 

he and Snowden are the two shockers for 2013. I know this pope hasn't shown himself 

to be great yet on the question of women—let's pray that he does. Still, Pope Francis' 

message of less greed, less austerity, less corporate irresponsibility and more love will 

help women around the world and has produced an 88% approval rating. Hmm. Talking 

radical politics and economics and getting huge popularity is worth paying attention to, 

especially people with the initials B.O.  

 

Nex we have Ju Hong, immigrant activist: disrupting the president.  One of the hard-to-

believe facts about President Obama is the huge numbers of immigrants deported 

during his term, accompanied by cruel polices breaking up countless families with 

incredible pain and hardship. According to the New York Times, there is a congressional 

requirement that more than 30,000 immigrants be detained daily. As of December, 

368,000 have been detained this year. As Suzy Khimm reports in the Washington Post, 

"As of July, Obama deported 1.4 million illegal immigrants since the beginning of his 

administration — that's 1.5 times more immigrants on average than Bush deported 

every month, according to official numbers from the Department of Homeland 

Security."  

 

Mass deportations under the Obama administration have been met with resistance and 

protest, although the media barely covers the topic. The young people known as 

"Dreamers" are a powerful force among those pushing for immigration reform. They can 

better be described as fearless and determined. Enter an activist with just the right luck 

and timing to disrupt an Obama speech in San Francisco this November. Ju Hong, an 

http://www.newrepublic.com/article/116056/progressives-who-love-pope-francis-are-abandoning-women-and-gay-rights
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/post-politics/wp/2013/11/26/pope-francis-denounces-trickle-down-economics/
http://religion.blogs.cnn.com/2013/12/24/cnn-poll-popes-approval-rating-sky-high/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2012/08/27/obama-is-deporting-more-immigrants-than-bush-republicans-dont-think-thats-enough/
http://www.ice.gov/doclib/about/offices/ero/pdf/ero-removals1.pdf
http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/statements/2012/aug/10/american-principles-action/has-barack-obama-deported-more-people-any-other-pr/
http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/statistics/yearbook/2010/table36.xls
http://colorlines.com/archives/2013/11/obamas_immigration_speech_disrupted_by_undocumented_student_calling_to_halt_deportations.html
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immigrant rights activist from South Korea and member of Asian Students Promoting 

Immigrant Rights Through Education, interrupted President Obama to call for an end to 

mass deportations, engaging in a back-and-forth dialogue with him, not giving in inch. "I 

thought about my family, I thought about my personal struggle as undocumented, and I 

thought about my friends and my communities who have been deported and who are 

currently in detention centers," Hong told who else but Democracy Now!'s Amy 

Goodman about why he spoke out. "I felt I was compelled to tell the truth to President 

Obama that he has the ability to stop the deportations for all."  

 

Just imagine that; these are the disrupters and how we need them and how we need more of 

them.  Some activists still say, “Where is the peace movement?”  They’re in such an ivory tower 

they have no idea what is going on. 

 

Disrupting the NFL: Mark Fainaru-Wada and Steve Fainaru, authors of "League of Denial: 

The NFL, Concussions, and the Battle for Truth." Imagine trying to disrupt pro football, 

American's most popular sport and a thriving billion-dollar business. League of Denial is 

a deep and meticulously investigated read, both fantastic and depressing, which 

exposes how the NFL denied and then consistently covered up overwhelming evidence 

that the basic everyday violence of football, especially in the brutal trenches of the NFL, 

causes irreparable brain damage.  

 

The Fainaru brothers probe the increasing public health crisis, a huge problem, not only 

in the $10 billion NFL industry but in colleges, high school, and even in midget football 

where children are increasingly at risk. It is hard to come to grips with the fact that the 

most popular sport in history causes untold harm, and probably should be rethought 

and eventually eliminated, as crazy as that idea sounds.  

 

There are many heroes and villains in this story, but special thanks to Mark and Steve for 

telling the story so compellingly, and to ESPN, which despite its dependence on the NFL 

http://www.aspiredreamers.org/
http://www.aspiredreamers.org/
http://www.democracynow.org/2013/11/27/my_family_has_been_separated_for
http://www.democracynow.org/2013/11/27/my_family_has_been_separated_for
http://www.sfgate.com/tv/article/League-of-Denial-leads-top-documentaries-of-2013-5094796.php
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for its enormous success, gave these top-notch reporters the freedom to do what was 

necessary.  

 

Those are the ten disrupters.   

 

Twenty years ago today, ten of us heard about a revolution in Chiapas.  It was the day that 

NAFTA took effect, and while our PhD’s and other academics were praising President Clinton, 

saying what a great thing this was going to be, people who didn’t speak Spanish – only their 

indigenous languages – in Chiapas, knew very well that this was a disaster for them and the 

revolution, the Zapatista Revolution, began.  So ten of us went down there, prior to the 

ceasefire, while things were still very, very hot and we wanted to see the war and see what was 

going on and we were able to do some demonstrations there in San Cristobal asking the 

military to allow the wounded to be freed from various towns where they were being held, 

where the military was restraining any release of the wounded to go to hospitals.  And we had a 

certain amount of success at that time but the most wonderful thing that happened was that 

we became friends with the bishop, Bishop Samuel Ruiz.  This is 1994 and he was the only one 

the Zapatistas would allow to mediate their case and we quickly understood why.  He knew the 

indigenous people.  He spoke their languages.  He understood exactly what they were doing.  

He saw their dedication to avoiding violence at all costs and he understood why 

Subcomandante Marcos was there and the amazing difference in this new revolution.  The 

Zapatistas were not asking for state power.  They were asking for just government.  That’d be a 

rare thing wouldn’t it?  They were asking for water for their people.  Electricity.  Education.  

Medical care.  They didn’t care who the government was as long as it was honest, just and was 

doing the things necessary for the common good.  Amazing revolution.  Amazing new concept 

in changing the world.  So we were very honored to begin this relationship with Bishop Samuel 

Ruiz and also to retain that relationship through the rest of the ‘90’s in his organization known 

as Sixal which was an organization for solidarity with the people of Latin America. 
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So that was NAFTA, a devastating one-two punch.  The flood of US exports of corn, wheat, meat 

and other staples drove Mexican producer prices well below the cost of production.  We 

subsidize these rich people in the country here.  We subsidize them and then they dump this 

stuff on Mexico and the Mexicans cannot compete because they’re not subsidized for getting 

rich.  So the three million small scale farmers saw the prices for their crops fall 66% because of 

the US and for the first time now we saw Mexican landowners coming into this country to pick 

produce in the San Joaquin Valley.  So if you ask some of the farm workers in the San Joaquin 

Valley what they used to do they’ll say “I used to own land and farm corn and raise pigs in 

Mexico and I couldn’t do it.  NAFTA destroyed all of that.”  And we wonder why immigrants 

come here.  We have forced them up here.  So the situation goes on.   

 

We see, once again, our responsibility for the overthrow of Honduras and the imposition of a 

rotten government there in the the Bajo Aguan Region.  A Laboratory for the New Global 

Counterinsurgency, and a Laboratory for Neoliberalism: Honduran Military Commander accuses 

Annie Bird and other human rights activists of destabilizing Honduras.  Annie Bird is another 

prophet.  She’s a truth-teller, but here’s Colonel Colonel German Alfaro, commander of the 

Xatruch III operation in the Bajo Aguan region, making statements to Honduran press that 

Xatruch III is investigating Annie’s activities, documenting denouncements of human rights 

violations.  Basically he’s telling his colleagues to kill Annie Bird.  I know her well.   

 

We went to Peru together with Amy Goodman and visited Lori Berenson in prison.  They both 

showed amazing courage in the face of Peruvian authorities and now Annie is being 

condemned by the group of rot that has taken over Honduras.  We should write to our 

Congresspeople about Annie's case and the danger  to her from the thuggish Honduran 

military. 

 

So this is a situation we’re facing at this time and we’re just very happy about the prospects for 

2014 and we also want to commend the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation on their new campaign, 

Nukes are Nuts.  A Trident II D-5 missile is launched from the submerged submarine USS 
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Tennessee in the Atlantic Ocean off Florida.  What about paying for this?  Well, these useless, 

planet-destructive weapons will cost 355 billion dollars in the next few years.  The amount 

expected is much more than they had said initially.  That’s 21 billion a year.  Now of course we 

don’t have money for food stamps and we’re planning these weapons which will kill, possibly 

the children of the whole world and destroy the future but we don’t have money for food 

stamps.   

 

So these are some of the things we have to work on, understanding that Nukes are Nuts, the 

people who make them are nuts, the reasoning for making them is nuts.  It’s time for us to stop 

this madness.  The estimate needed for the modernization of these Hell weapons is 140 billion 

dollars.  Oh, excuse us, we’re 140 billion dollars short of what it’s going to cost to modernize 

our nuclear.  This, at a time when Deputy Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter, said recently 

“Nuclear weapons are just not that expensive.”  Another person who has no idea what he is 

talking about, does not belong there, and should really go back and sell shoes.  He’d be far 

better off.  “Nuclear weapons are just not that expensive.”  Well, we’re just off by a few dollars 

here.  We have to write in there another 140 billion in order to destroy the planet, the birds, 

the children, food, hope of the future, but no money for food stamps. 

 

 


