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Hello, this is Blase Bonpane with World Focus coming to you from KPFK/ Los Angeles.  We are 

podcast and available 24/7 on kpfk.org where we’re heard internationally. 

 

I’m privileged today to have Jodie Evans as a guest.  Jodie Evans is co-founder and co-director 

of CODEPINK and has served as a peace, environmental, women’s rights and social justice 

activist for forty years.  She’s traveled extensively to war zones promoting peaceful 

resolution to armed conflict.  Jodie served in the administration of Governor Jerry Brown and 

ran his campaign for the Presidency of the United States.  She’s the author of “Stop the Next 

War Now” and “The Twilight of Empire.”  Jodie Evans produced the Oscar-nominated 

documentary about Dan Ellsberg “The Most Dangerous Man in America.”  Also Howard Zinn’s 

“The People Speak.”  Jodie’s a board member of many key organizations and I must say, we 

are very proud to have her as a board member of the Office of the Americas. 

 

Welcome Jodie Evans. 

 

Jodie:  Thank you, Blase.  I’m very proud to be a part of the Office of the Americas, so thank 

you. 

 

Blase:   How did you happen to come up with the concept of CODEPINK? 

 

Jodie:  The day that Bush decided to put a resolution to Congress for preemptive strike on an 

innocent country, Iraq, Medea  Benjamin and Diane Wilson and I went to Washington to see 
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what we could do and that day we called CODEPINK as a response to Bush frightening the 

American people with Code Red and Code Orange and Code Yellow.  So we called for CODEPINK 

for peace. 

 

Blase:   Well, it’s been one of the most impressive and effective movements for peace that I 

have ever seen and now you have just returned from Yemen, the little country just south of 

Saudi Arabia, just west of the Arab Emirates.  What did you find in Yemen? 

 

Jodie:  Well, let me explain why we decided to go to Yemen.  We had put together the first 

international conference on drones and this is actually around ten years after the first drone 

was used and we looked at them and realized that no one was having this conversation.  And 

Medea began to write the book about it.  We’d already done five years of protests at the 

military bases where drones were being manned and directed from.  And then we pulled 

together all the people globally that were talking about this issue.  And at that conference the 

people that came from Pakistan and the people that came from Yemen asked us to please 

come to their countries and see what was happening and hear the stories from the ground.  So 

last year we went to Pakistan and this year the follow-up was to go to Yemen.  And we were 

invited by HOOD which is a human rights organization in Yemen that works with the family 

members of the drone victims and also the family members of the men who are in 

Guantanamo.  Our intention was to go and hear their stories and bring them back.  What’s 

shocking is that when you realize and you’re listening to these stories is to listen and to realize 

that no one in the American government has heard these stories.  We go in and we devastate 

communities with drone attacks and we imprison innocent men and won’t listen to their 

stories.  Our job, at CODEPINK one of the things that we feel like we really need to do, is to 

bring what the US government is doing home and bring those stories back to the United States 

and we’ve done that by, not only going to Iraq many times and bringing those stories home, but 

bringing women from Iraq three times to tour the country. 
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Blase:   Some of those stories, Jodie, are amazing.  There was the story of al-Shabati who 

traveled to Pakistan.  He was trying to earn some extra money as a teacher and, as he gets into 

Pakistan, he’s kidnapped and sent to Guantanamo prison.   

 

Jodie:  While his wife is pregnant with their daughter.  And, when we were in Yemen, we sat 

with them and the daughter is now twelve.  She’s never met her father and he was totally 

innocent.  This is when Bush is giving $5,000 bounties to anyone who will bring someone in that 

might have connections to al-Qaeda and so anybody that needed money just picked up any 

stranger and what you find is that most of the people that were picked up were strangers.  They 

weren’t from Pakistan or Afghanistan.  They were just strangers there trying to make a living 

and Yemen is a very poor country and many men have to go outside of Yemen to make a living. 

 

Blase:   And some of them were caught by bounty hunters who apparently knew they could get 

some money, who may have had something against a neighbor, and they get money for turning 

in these “subversives.”  That’s where some of the prisoners came from. 

 

Jodie:  I would say that’s where most of the prisoners came from.  Don’t forget that out of the 

900 that were in Guantanamo, only four have been tried.  And do you know that of those four 

tried, they’re now out.  So we have these other innocent men that were in that won’t be let out 

and we met with the Human Rights Minister in Yemen, a woman who’s quite impressive.  And 

she said that in her conversations with the US government, that they don’t want to let them out 

because, God forbid, that they’ve been wrongly imprisoned for eleven years so maybe they 

would do something horrible because of the wrong imprisonment.  So it’s just one wrong 

decision on top of another wrong decision. 

 

Blase:   Well, we have a great communion going on now between members of your 

organization and other organizations who are fasting in communion with the people in 
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Guantanamo and with the 80,000 victims of torture in US prisons who are in solitary 

confinement.  This is an amazing act of solidarity.  Your co-director, Diane Wilson, fifty-seven 

days!  You know, when I talked to her last, I was so concerned about her health and now there 

are others that have been fasting for these long periods of time as an act of solidarity to call 

attention to the innocent people… 

 

Jodie:  Well, also Diane, on the 60th day of her hunger strike, so infuriated by the US policy and 

so angry that nothing was happening for these poor men, and very weak – we were moving her 

around in a wheelchair, climbed over the White House fence onto the White House lawn to use 

her body to display, not only through her hunger strike in solidarity but through her jumping 

over onto the White House lawn to say “no.” 

 

Blase:   Well, it’s awfully important to do these actions.  There’s a film that just came to Los 

Angeles about Hannah Arendt who gave us the phrase, “the banality of evil” and she was 

present at the Adolf Eichmann trial.  She knew he was guilty.  She never supported him in any 

way but in being present, she said “We’re viewing here the mediocrity of someone who just 

does what he’s told.  He’s a very low level individual and he is in this thing of ‘do what you’re 

told.  This is my career.’”  And we have people that, in their career, are modernizing nuclear 

weapons and as they modernize these weapons they’re modernizing “ovens” to have a 

holocaust international.  So we have to be very concerned and call attention to the bureaucrats, 

to the careerists, to those who “were only following orders” as we destroy the planet and that 

includes the people that would identify with the torture at Guantanamo and the torture in our 

US prisons as Dostoevsky told us, “We can tell the value of a society by what takes place in its 

prisons.”   

 

Jodie:  So, Blase, you triggered a conversation I wanted to share with you with what you’ve just 

said.  One of the things a few of us got to do in Yemen was meet with the ambassador, Gerald 

Feierstein, and when we got there he said, “You have an hour” and he gave us two and a half 
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because I think he was definitely trying to justify himself and he kept trying and trying.  But 

when you talk about a low-level person, here is a guy inside of Yemen who has not met with 

any of the victims of the drone strikes.  He had not met with any of the victims’ families that are 

in Guantanamo.  As a matter of fact, when I tried to talk to him about drone strikes he refused 

to believe that young children were being killed by the drone strikes until I brought up the fact 

that I had met the day before with a woman from UNICEF that has been there for six months 

investigating what was happening to the children.  And not only had they been killed but many 

of them had been maimed and wounded and UNICEF had pulled together a fund and was flying 

them to Jordan to be cared for.  And this ambassador knew nothing.  As a matter of fact he said 

to me that I must be lying.  I said, “Really, you’re going to dispute this woman from UNICEF?  

Not only that she’s delivering this report to the UN Security Council with a recommendation 

from UNICEF that drone strikes be stopped because of the cost to children.”  He had no idea.  

And here’s a person that goes to the President of Yemen to get his agreement for the drone 

strikes because we’re violating the sovereignty of Yemen by even doing these drone strikes but 

the reason we get to do that is that if you dig deeper into the drone strikes that we’ve done in 

Yemen, we’ve done them in the same way that we took the prisoners to Gitmo.  But instead of 

how with Bush we took prisoners to Gitmo, Obama just murders them.  So, it’s the same way.  

Instead of a bounty; it’s somebody that doesn’t like somebody and says that they’re al-Qaeda 

and the US just sends in a drone strike. 

 

Blase:  Well, this gives them something in common with Eichmann.  It reminds me of so many 

ambassadors I’ve spoken to around the world.  I’ll never forget in Peru the ambassador was 

telling me what a great guy Fujimori was and what a great friend he was of ours and how he 

was going to let us have a military base in Peru and that anyone that he said was guilty in this 

case, like Lori Berenson, was definitely guilty of everything that he said in spite of the fact that 

she was captured with a gun to her head and tried with a gun to her head by the military.  This 

is Eichmann behavior of just saying, “How do I get ahead in my career?  I don’t care who I hurt.  

I will say anything I’m supposed to say.”  Such careerist behavior shows the need for the truth 

tellers, the need for the Bradley Mannings and the Snowdens and Wikileaks.  We have to have 
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the truth or we can’t function as a viable government and that’s why it’s so important for you 

and others to be in Yemen.  Now there is a journalist in prison there, is there not? 

 

Jodie:   Yes. 

 

Blase:   He’s in prison for telling the truth? 

 

Jodie:  And you know that Human Rights Ambassador that I told you about, Juria Mashuhuri?  

She did a hunger strike about the people who were held in the prisons in Yemen.  So it’s very 

exciting to meet somebody in government, the opposite of what you’re describing, who 

actually uses her position to take care of those that are being abused.  She was quite impressive 

and well-respected throughout the country.  I also want to back up to one of the things about 

the Ambassador – so we go to this meeting and I finally get him to agree to meet with the 

family members because I try to describe to him what it is like – he’s never left the walls of the 

Embassy.  He’s afraid to leave the walls of the Embassy but here we are American citizens 

traveling inside the city for a week, not feeling fear.  But he’s feeling fear and so I say to him, 

“Why do you think you feel fear and I don’t?” even while he’s trying to justify that these drone 

strikes are ok.  And he’s not answering the questions and finally, I’m trying to figure out how I 

figure out if this person is human?  So, he’s the one approving drone strikes, right?  So I said to 

him, “What did you feel like after you found out that you murdered a 16 year old American 

citizen with that drone strike that you approved?”  His answer to me had no remorse, no 

feeling.  All he said was that it followed all the rules – the guy he was with was an al-Qaeda 

operative so what we did was right.  And I sat there and witnessed him say this to me and I just 

started crying because, how can he be so cold?  And so even after killing a 16 year old?  And 

then I said to him that Obama, the day that Medea interrupted his speech that from now on the 

drone strikes were going to follow these rules – that we can only strike someone that we know 

is clearly al-Qaeda and that nobody else will be injured in the strike.  But while we were there  

there was a drone strike and a ten year old was killed and I said to the ambassador, “How do 
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you feel about that?”  He totally denied that a ten year old was killed.  Everybody in the country 

knows that a ten year old was killed and it’s no different than al-Alwaki’s dad who, when we 

killed the 16 year old, the ambassador said he was twenty-four and it wasn’t until his 

grandfather showed his birth certificate – nobody says “Oh yes, he was sixteen years old” – no, 

the whole story disappears from the media because nobody wants to confront that truth. 

 

Blase:  When you represent empire, you create the truth by anything you say.  The whole 

function is one of an ongoing lie.  You make it up to justify what you are doing and this is not 

acceptable and I think we’re ready to develop a coalition of people who believe in freedom.  

We may find some of them in the Tea Party.  We may find some of them in the Libertarians.  I 

think we’re ready to cross all ridiculous party lines and to come together and say the lack of 

truth is destroying, not only the possibility of our little nation of 4% of the world’s people, but 

has the full ability to destroy the planet because of lies.  We don’t need the weapons we have 

manufactured. 

 

Jodie:  Blase, are you saying you are ready to walk like an Egyptian? 

 

Blase:  Yes!   

 

Jodie:  Which reminds me, there were a couple of very surprising things that I discovered while 

in Yemen.  One of them was here’s Yemen – one of the countries of the Arab Spring.  But how 

much do we hear about that?  Very little.  Nobody seems to know what’s happening there.  And 

why?  Because what’s happening there is an exercise in peace and democracy and God forbid 

we should see that really happening. 
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Blase:  Well Jodie, what they’ve forgotten to do throughout the area, and this includes Syria 

and Egypt and Yemen and so many other countries as well – they fail to mention the high level 

of nonviolent civil disobedience that’s going on in these countries as if that were nothing.  That 

has really been the key. 

 

Jodie:  Of course, and I’m producing another film called, “The Square” and my film team has 

been in the square for the last two years and they were there for the last three weeks for the 

final shoots.  And even they, Egyptian and everything, we knew the 30th was coming, we knew it 

was building in the country and had gone to shoot it.  But the level of nonviolence that that was 

is profound and nobody talks about it.  And in Yemen it’s the same.  In Yemen, the overthrow of 

Salah happened because all this huge coalition of organized voices got together in dialogue in 

their own square.  And it was the dialogue that created the overthrow.  So they saw the power 

of the dialogue and in Yemen 500 people get together four days a week and it’s called “The 

National Dialogue Council.”  They represent the breadth of the country and this is a country 

that basically, what I would call is close to anarchy because there isn’t really any governing 

force.  There are tons of militias like in Iraq where the real power in the countries is in these 

militias.  They did a national poll that we went and met with the polling company and it asked 

about security.  Nobody in Yemen is worried about al-Qaeda or AQAP which is what it’s called 

there which is al-Qaeda of the Arabian Peninsula.  They’re more worried about these militias.  

But from the poorest of the poor to the richest of the rich sit together in this national dialogue 

four days a week to craft the constitution of this country.  That is democracy in action.  That is 

nonviolence and that is the result of the Arab Spring, but we don’t hear about it.  And not only 

that but Hadi who really doesn’t have power – he’s not respected by anybody in the country – 

he has said to the US government that it’s ok if you drone in our country.  But the National 

Dialogue Council, now you have to understand it’s like there are people in this council who are 

supported by the US, by Russia, by Saudi Arabia, everybody’s got their little ponds – over 90% 

of the National Dialogue Council, this week voted that no, you cannot have drone strikes in our 

country.  So the governing council has voted ‘no’ while the US government still listens to Hadi 

who was just put into position.  So yet again, our government continues to not listen to the 

voice of the people, continues to have drone strikes, while the governing council, while this 
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thing that is creating democracy in a very beautiful way.  And I have to say that one thing that 

was very fascinating to watch – what brings these people every day to talk to each other is that 

they don’t want to be Syria.  They’re very aware that with the wrong breath in the wrong 

direction it could all fall apart.  And because they want a united country, because they want 

peace, because they don’t want violence, they show up every day to talk, to argue, and to craft 

something that they can all live inside. 

 

Blase:  We have one problem here, Jodie, that I think you notice and that is that the parents of 

the victims at Guantanamo are shunned as if their children, their sons, were guilty.  Now that is 

a very unfortunate situation. 

 

Jodie:  That is another thing that I learned, that the families of the Gitmo prisoners, and by the 

way it’s not something, like in every country nobody likes a terrorist, so they assume that these 

people are in Gitmo because they are terrorists.  They don’t understand that the US 

government has imprisoned over 800,000 innocent people in the years after 9/11.  So, like this 

young girl I told you about, this twelve year old who was in her mother’s belly when her dad 

was kidnapped by the US government into Gitmo.  She’s not allowed to go to school.  The 

sisters of their mother were divorced by their husbands because, God forbid, they’d be related 

to these Gitmo prisoners.  The other thing is that so many of these parents of these men have 

died from heartbreak.  One of the mothers wasn’t told by her family until three years later that 

her son was in Guantanamo.  She died a month later.  One of the other prisoners, the brother-

in-law says that every time we talk to him we have to tell him that another member of his 

family died.  All that we communicate is death in the family.  We all just sat there crying and 

holding each other.  When they first came and talked to us it was about five hours of 

interviews.  There was a whole audience of family members.  The first thing that we did was sit 

in front of them and apologize for being Americans and apologize for what our government had 

done to them and let them just scream and yell at us for a little while because their heart is so 

heavy with the grief and the frustration and the hopelessness of how long can this madness go 
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on.  And then the sharing of the stories and the crying together.  How do you come up against 

this insanity that is so irrational? 

 

Blase:  Well Jodie, there is something that all of us have discovered and that is when you arrive 

in a foreign land wherever it be and you arrive without arms and without stupidity and without 

hatred, you’re so well received everywhere.  The people just seem to love us.  We arrive in 

Baghdad, Iraq or anywhere else and once they see that you are there as a human being and not 

as a threat.  We could learn this art of humanity, the art of diplomacy – if we had a problem 

with Afghanistan or any other place – we’d say we’d like to send over fifty or sixty diplomats to 

talk to you, to eat your food, to meet your children and to talk about possible future policy.  

That would avoid the killing of one or two or three million people. 

 

Jodie:  But Blase, I’m going to go to the Manning trial for a minute and say how starkly you see 

it in the Manning trial.  And I think it’s why they don’t let the Manning trial be seen by the 

public because it is so stark.  But even from the first day in the Manning trial, what you saw 

with Bradley Manning was love.  And the US military prosecution team was fear.  And then you 

saw Manning being humanity and then you see the US military prosecution team being 

maneuvered and their arguments and their presence – it is so palpable to sit there and 

remember that.  And that’s what we need to remember.  We’re on the side of love.  We’re on 

the side of humanity and what we’re up against are all these people who are acting out of fear 

and maneuvers.  It’s like the ambassador.  They are not related to human, to what it is to be 

human.  To what it is to see the other.  They’re so caught up in fear and stories and maneuvers 

and manipulation and machinations that they have no relationship to what is natural for the 

rest of us.  And in Iraq and in Iran and in Yemen, the people know the power is corrupt and 

stupid and unrelatable and they relate to the people.  And that’s what’s beautiful about what’s 

happening in this dialogue in Yemen is that they are disconnected from the power enough to 

relate to each other as human beings and the possibility there is palpable.  It’s interesting 

because in America we’re living on hope and in Yemen they’re living on possibility because 

every moment is fresh.  It’s not a projection of something.  It’s not a projection to someone else 



11 

 

about hope.  It’s that they show up every day to create possibility and it’s amazing to witness.  

And I think, as you witness it you know that at any minute it could fall apart.  And there’s 

something about that that keeps everyone showing up. 

 

Blase:  Friends, I want you to know that today I’m speaking to Jodie Evans, the co-founder 

and co-director of CODEPINK who has served as a peace, environmental, women’s rights and 

social justice activist for forty years.  She’s traveled extensively to war zones promoting 

peaceful resolution to armed conflict.  Jodie served in the administration of Governor Jerry 

Brown and ran his campaign for the Presidency of the United States.   

 

We’re going to take a brief break and we’re going to come back and ask Jodie about a trial, 

the trial of Bradley Manning.  Stay with us. 

 

Brief interlude 

 

Today I’m privileged to have Jodie Evans as a guest, the co-founder and co-director of 

CODEPINK.  Jodie, it’s good to have you with us and we’d like to ask you about your 

experience with the Bradley Manning trial. 

 

Jodie:  Well, like I said earlier, the first day what was so powerful was seeing Bradley, who’s 

so tiny, you’re kind of shocked at how small he is and then you have all these military people 

around him and that prosecution was the first to speak.  But when Bradley spoke, his voice 

was so strong and so clear and so deeply connected to who he was, his humanity, that it was 

– kind of shattered the room with the silliness of the attempts of the prosecution and now 

that it’s over, it’s even more starkly – you just can’t believe these people are this stupid.  

Especially watching the government’s case – I mean, that first day everything you saw was 

numbers and letters and they didn’t even have full names for things.  They just called things 

by their abbreviations and what they put up on their big giant screen in front of the judge 
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were rows and rows and rows of numbers and letters that didn’t mean anything.  They were 

things they pulled from the back end of Bradley’s computer and they would argue first, in 

one breath, that Bradley did this to be famous.  And then in the second breath, how he hid 

everything so nothing could ever be found.  And the contradictions happened all day and 

watching them try to do the maneuver while all Bradley and his lawyer did was tell the truth 

in its starkness, in its humanness.  After this huge display by the prosecution, Bradley’s 

lawyer gets up and what he says is “Imagine a 21 year old private arriving in Iraq and what’s 

on the back of his dog tags is – I’m a humanist – and all he wants to do while he’s there is end 

the killing.”   

 

Blase:  Well Jodie, it’s most interesting that the most brilliant person in the unit is a private and 

he’s the one who is called the “go-to” guy because he knew everything there was to know and I 

suppose the generals wouldn’t even be able to open the computer if they wanted to.  So, he 

was the go-to guy, the most intelligent one, and he has the high rank of private.  I, at least, 

made it to corporal.  I mean, come on.  This is incredible!  So, here we have a problem in these 

federal cases, also in military cases, with people talking about motive.  You recall Sister Megan 

Rice and her group put some graffiti on the nuclear center in Tennessee.  They were not 

allowed to explain why they did it.  And here he tried to get across, “I saw this bloodlust going 

on and I wanted to have the people understand what was taking place.  It’s their government.  

They pay the salaries of these careerists – these Eichmann-like people who carry out orders no 

matter how evil they are.”  And he wants to let the American people know about the bloodlust 

and here we continue with the ancient custom of wanting to kill the messenger and not to deal 

with the problem that he has brought out.  We need the truth-tellers.  We have to have statues 

to each and every one of them in Washington in the future saying, “These are the people that 

made us free – the truth shall make us free.”  A very interesting phrase in the New Testament 

as Jesus is being led to crucifixion and he said, “Everyone who does the truth knows my name.”  

That’s all you have to be is a truth-teller.  You don’t have to have heard of me but you know 

who I am. 
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Jodie:  You’re reminding me of a moment after the first day of the trial.  We have a break, I 

think it’s a lunch break in the trial, and we’re outside and kind of aghast at what we’re seeing 

inside.  And the feeling I had as I was watching what they were doing and you could just feel 

that it was going to be a railroad and it didn’t matter what we did.  There wasn’t justice that 

was going to happen in that courtroom.  It was quite palpable.  And I remember the feeling of 

like, oh my God, this means we’re not going to have any more whistleblowers because they’re 

just going to level him.  And I think two days later when the Glenn Greenwald articles started 

coming out and I thought, “Oh my God!  There’s a whistleblower.”  And it just reminded me 

that you can’t stop the truth-tellers.  You can’t stop the person, who, like Daniel, like Bradley, 

like Snowden, believe in something, has a set of values that they’re connected to, witness the 

abuse of them, and can’t do anything else but speak out.  And it’s that knowing reminded me 

that yes, those truth-tellers will always exist and it is our job to support them in every way we 

can because the powers that be will always try to kill them.  It’s a play that we’ve watched in 

many forms throughout history. 

 

Blase:  I think we’re going to have a deluge of truth-tellers.  I think young people are getting the 

point and they are not going to remain silent and this may help some of the generals to start 

telling the truth for the first time.  Start some of the NSA, some of the CIA, because these are 

not credible institutions.  If I ask a classroom full of students, “Is the CIA credible?” the answer 

is “no.”  “Is the NSA credible?”  “No.”  “Is the administration credible?”  “No.”  We can’t run a 

democracy that way.  You can run a dictatorship that way because you are allowed to praise the 

dictator day and night, 24 hours a day, you can praise Adolf, you can praise the dictator, you 

can say how great the dictator is.  What can’t you do?  You can’t tell the truth.  It’s the only 

measure we have of democracy so let the truth-tellers come forward.  Let’s hear it all and once 

we hear it all we can remedy it so that we don’t live in the rot of lies that surround us.  People 

trying to protect an image.  We’re not here to protect an image.  We’re here to do the truth, to 

know the truth, and to realize that this tiny, little planet, one of the tiniest things in the 

universe is in grave danger because of these people who have joined the family of Mr. 

Eichmann by going on with the lies and saying, “Well, I just followed orders.  I had to do that.  

That’s my career.  I won’t get my second stripe or colonel or general if I tell the truth.  They’ll 
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call me a traitor.”  Well, let it be.  So, that’s what you’re dealing with here and it’s a very critical 

situation so Bradley has been an example and he’s been so abused over the past months and 

years in solitary and really put through torture.  And here he is guilty of truth-telling.  And then 

we have, as you know, the Snowden situation, as well.  All of Latin America coming forward in 

solidarity with the countries like Nicaragua and Venezuela that have said “We’ll welcome you 

here.”  And then they receive these terrible threats from our country as though we own the 

world.   

 

Jodie:  At the beginning of the Iraq war as we went to different countries and hear the bullying 

that took place, the incredible bullying and blackmail that took place to get the countries to join 

the “coalition of the willing.”  But I want to bring up a guy named John Kariakou who is now 

serving five years in prison.  John Kariakou is someone who exposed our torture and do you 

know he’s in jail, he’s got five kids.  He saw the violence, had to talk about it.  Said torture is a 

crime and by saying that torture is a crime, he’s now serving time in prison and nobody who 

tortured is serving time in prison.  And I write to him and he writes back and I have to say that 

every time I get a letter from him my heart breaks.  He’s alone, lonely, they’ve got him in a 

maximum security prison.  It’s just insane what we’re doing.  It was insane what we did to 

Bradley.  It took CODEPINK – we went to Quantico many times protesting what was happening 

to Bradley while he was in solitary confinement and then one day we went outside the State 

Department and all the men that are part of our CODEPINK team in Washington went naked 

and went outside the State Department to protest that he was having to stand naked at night.  

And then three days later, they finally transferred him and took him out of solitary confinement 

and transferred him to a, I hate to use the word, “better” prison situation but it did turn out to 

be an improved prison situation for him. 

 

Blase:  That was that horrible scene at Quantico, Virginia at the Marine base which I knew very 

well and they mistreated him terribly and there was a lot of homophobia going on there as well, 

disgusting behavior which is really unbecoming of an officer or an enlisted man and there was 
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Bradley being made fun of, being abused.  And it was necessary for you to demonstrate.  What 

was the response to that demonstration? 

 

Jodie:  Three days later they moved him to a place in Kansas. 

 

Blase:  You were telling us about this man with five children who’s in prison.  Where is he being 

held?    

 

Jodie:  It’s on the CODEPINK website.  It would be great if people would write to him.  We need 

to support these people that are doing this work for us and are in prison for telling the truth.  

We need to support them. 

 

Blase:  Would they find this on your website?   

 

Jodie:  CODEPINK.org 

 

Blase:  Very simple and extremely important message about what you have done. 

 

Jodie:  I actually tweeted during the period of this time and after the end of your show so that 

people can find this on CODEPINK Twitter. 

 

Blase:  Good to know.  When the President was confronted by our dear friend Medea 

Benjamin, he said a most unusual thing, “Listen to that woman.”  I think he was saying that he 
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agrees with what she says, but if I can translate freely, “but I am a prisoner here but I don’t do 

what I’d like to do.  I do what the CIA wants, what the military wants, what the banks want, 

what the insurance companies want.”  I heard him saying that he was a prisoner.  I’m not sure 

what you heard? 

 

Jodie:  I would say that, I mean I delivered the week before Medea disrupted him, I went to the 

White House and delivered 300,000 signatures to let the prisoners in Guantanamo go.  And I 

delivered them to Valerie Jarrett and Chief of Staff, and Valerie usually really confronts you if 

you go after Obama but this time she didn’t.  She actually held them, the signatures to her 

chest and really was speechless.  And the Chief of Staff actually really listened in a way that they 

usually don’t so I don’t know if it’s an agreement.  I think that what’s happening, and you know 

we can feel it in our selves of our being, what is happening is such a violation that even Valerie, 

Obama and his Chief of Staff can feel it and know it.  And I think that he knew that to go after 

Medea around that – even he couldn’t cross that line.  That the level of inhumanity of what he 

is doing every day he has to know.  What’s baffling is that he doesn’t have the courage to act.  

And you’re right – it is because he is a puppet of all these other things, but it’s very hard to 

grasp that he can look at this and not set these men free.  I don’t know how he can do this.  I 

don’t know how she can do it.  But it was clear that they struggle with it emotionally. 

 

Blase:  Well, I’m sure they do.  We haven’t had a President even stand up to the military 

establishment since John Kennedy and he said, “I’m going to break the CIA into a thousand 

pieces and you are not going to attack Cuba with the US Air Force.”  He was speaking to the 

general who had absolutely destroyed every city in North Korea.  And I think our Presidents 

since that time have received a message that seems so similar to what we saw in Guatemala 

where we always had elections, every four years.  We always had elections and the military 

always ran the President.  We saw it so clearly.  And they informed the President the moment 

he was elected, “We are going to run this show or you’re out of here, either in a box or a cage 

or whatever, but you’re not going to make it.” 
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Jodie:   But Blase, we’re all in collusion with that.  Over 50% of our tax dollars go to the military.  

We have to look at ourselves.  We’re all part of that.  We don’t do anything to undermine their 

power.  Barbara Ehrenreich’s daughter just did a piece about will there be a military coup in the 

United States and metaphorically, there had been a coup. 

 

Blase:  That’s the way it seems.  I get complaints sometimes from listeners who say “Will you 

say, will you stop using the words ‘we’ and ‘us’ and ‘our’?”  I can’t stop using the words because 

I feel terribly responsible.  I live here.  I pay for this government.  I pay for their salaries.  I pay 

for these cluster bombs and I can’t help but use ‘we’ and ‘us’ because I feel complicit by virtue 

of being here and I feel the necessity of telling the truth that something is very wrong here, that 

is destructive of this nation.  It was Johan Galtung, the father of Peace Studies, who recently 

said “I love the American Republic.  I hate the American Empire.”   

 

Jodie:  The thing is Blase, that people in the United States look over at Egypt and the Arab 

Spring and Yemen and they think that’s about them.  They have dictators.  But until we literally 

do walk like an Egyptian, until we actually get that we have the power to change the situation.  

What does it take for us to hit bottom and get desperate enough because what we’re doing, 

what is happening in our name around the globe, is violence.  It’s inhuman.  It violates 

everything that we pump ourselves up and say that we value.  We don’t value it.  It’s like 

Obama saying that we don’t act this way.  But we do act this way.  We are acting this way.  We 

do behave in a way that violates the rights of innocent people. 

 

Blase:  I think this is why it’s necessary to take a lesson from; you know, I had Fred Branfman on 

last week and he spoke of his great respect for you and he spoke of his work previously in the 

United States but his most recent piece which was done was on the problem of evil.  And he 

said in his article for Alternet that the Executive Branch is the world’s most evil and lawless 

institution.  I think it’s because of the rampant massacres that go on and all these years we’ve 

been fighting terrorists and we have to look in the mirror. 



18 

 

 

Jodie:  That’s what the Yemenis say.  You can’t solve a crime with another crime.  One of the 

guys, a member of one of the families of the guys in Gitmo said that the US is a government but 

they behave like a gang or the Mafia.  You must follow the rule of law, but we don’t and we are 

behaving like a gang or the Mafia. 

 

Blase:  Well, the rule of law says that we can’t assist the coup in Egypt but I’m sure that down 

deep we’re very happy about it because we can deal and we generally love to deal with the 

military.  We did it all through Latin America where we could control the military.  We could 

control the country and that applied in Haiti.  When Jean Bertrand Aristide eliminated the 

military we didn’t know what to do. 

 

Jodie:  Here’s where everything goes wrong.  It’s very short term and it’s about stability but it’s 

never about control.  It’s about short-term stability and these guys are clueless about the fact 

that you can never control anything.  You can only be in relationship with it and in just 

relationship with it.  Otherwise you’re going to continue to play Whack-a-Mole and the Whack-

a-Mole game is killing innocent people. 

 

Blase:  It’s not going to work.  You don’t make friends by breaking into their family home in the 

middle of the night and terrorizing everyone, taking some of them away.  That is not a way to 

make friends and it seems that we might understand that.  There is a better way.  Experts on 

torture have made it clear to us that we accomplish more by sitting down and having tea with 

the person who is detained rather than hanging them upside down from their ankles where we 

get nothing.  Torture is simply a method of terrorism and how many of our bureaucrats, our 

mindless bureaucrats, our Eichmanns, have supported torture for finding out the truth.  What a 

sick approach.  And that’s what has taken place at Guantanamo and throughout the world.  Any 

of us that lived in Latin America saw the torture that went on as a result of our control of 

governments like Guatemala.  That military was entirely under our control and torture was the 
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order of the day.  A sick, disgusting behavior that still goes on but we have hope.  We have hope 

that we can change the situation. 

 

Jodie:  But you know what we say at CODEPINK is the only recognizable feature of hope is 

action.  So I just encourage everyone that right now with what is happening with Snowden and 

Bradley is that it’s all of our jobs to educate those close to us and I’m always shocked by how 

many people I run into in airports and in meetings who are like, “Oh, what Snowden did was 

wrong.”   We need to stand for what is right about Snowden.  And we need to be in the room 

and even if people are uncomfortable, just to stand with Snowden is so important.  And 

supporting these truth-tellers, like John Kariakou who is at POB 1000, Loretto, PA  14940.  I’ll 

also tweet it out after the show.  We can’t be silent.  It means being uncomfortable.  It means 

telling the truth and understanding that those who hold on to the empire as their identity, as 

what they feel makes them safe, that when we tell the truth, it’s going to be as uncomfortable 

in that moment.  It’s not about the argument.  It’s about the presenting of truth.  It’s about the 

speaking of it.  And standing by it.  And that’s up to all of us. 

 

Blase:  Well, you know in the film “Hannah Arendt” – of course, Hannah was Jewish but she had 

such a love of truth-telling that she talked about the show trial of Eichmann and detested 

Eichmann and she condemned everything he did.  But she said this was a show trial and she 

also said that she had identified the fact that certain Jewish people in Germany had worked 

together with the Nazis and that was more truth than the people could handle.  They got so 

angry at her in the United States and time has verified what she said.  Truth-telling is very 

painful.  The truth hurts.  Of course you are going to find people who are unfaithful to their 

ethnic group no matter where you are.  It’s not unusual and somebody has to tell the truth.  

We’re not perfectionists. 

 

Jodie:  That’s another CODEPINK t-shirt slogan that we stole from Gloria Steinem, “The truth 

will set you free but first it will piss you off.” 
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Blase:  And now I think that the majority of our people are supportive of these truth-tellers as 

far as I can tell.  I think there’s a change taking place here, a realignment of our people saying 

wait a minute – we have to know what’s going on but we don’t.  So this is an achievement and I 

do hope that at least, to the end of our war against the people of the world, it seems that we’re 

looking for a fight with anyone – it’s like a dying monster or something. 

 

I want to thank you for being with us today.  Any final thoughts for us?  I’ve been speaking to 

Jodie Evans, the co-founder and co-director of CODEPINK and has served as a peace, 

environmental, women’s rights and social justice activist for forty years.  She’s traveled 

extensively to war zones promoting peaceful resolution to armed conflict.  Jodie served in 

the administration of Governor Jerry Brown and ran his campaign for the Presidency of the 

United States.   Any final thought for us today, Jodie? 

 

Jodie:  Well yes, if you’re not signed up at CODEPINK – we give you something to do every 

week for peace and justice at CODEPINK.org. 

 

Blase:  That is so wonderful.  I so admire your organization.  It’s done all the right things and 

brought out the problems that we have to face at this time.  So, thank you so much for being 

with us today, Jodie. 

 

 


