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Hello, this is Blase Bonpane with World Focus coming to you from KPFK/ Los Angeles.  We’re 

podcast and available 24/7 on kpfk.org where we’re heard internationally. 

 

Well, we have another war brewing and we have some observations here from the quagmire in 

Afghanistan to the quagmire in Syria.  It states 

 

Supporters of the United States’ twelve-year quagmire in Afghanistan cheered the news 

today that the U.S. would strive to achieve a seamless transfer of that quagmire to Syria, 

effective immediately. 

 

Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, sought to 

reassure those who were concerned that the U.S. withdrawal of troops from 

Afghanistan signaled a wavering of the nation’s commitment to being mired in open-

ended military muddles. 

 

“I can tell you, right here and right now, that the U.S. is every bit as determined to 

engage in an ill-defined, ill-advised and seemingly interminable mission in Syria as we 

were in Afghanistan,” Gen. Dempsey said. “All that’s changing is the Zip Code.” 

 

General Dempsey said that the same tribal hatreds, sectarian violence, and 

untrustworthy alliances that made Afghanistan a quicksand-like morass are very much in 

evidence in Syria: “I am confident that we could be involved in Syria for many, many 
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years before figuring out why we are there.” 

 

Harland Dorrinson, executive director of the National Quagmire Institute, a think tank 

dedicated to promoting the United States’ involvement in intractable conflicts around 

the globe, said he found General Dempsey’s words about Syria reassuring: “I felt a lot 

better after hearing what he had to say, and I know a lot of defense contractors felt the 

same way.” 

- Andy Borowitz, The Borowitz Report 

 

This report comes to us from the Quagmire Group and I think they know what they’re talking 

about.  This is the National Quagmire Institute. 

 

That is one way of looking at the situation.  Let’s try to look at a few others.  Noam Chomsky 

was giving the commencement address in Beirut and he was speaking from Lebanon so he 

spoke about the nonsense of artificial and basically useless borders that came out of World War 

I.  He wanted to make a few observations that if the rebels win in Syria, it would be the end of 

Hezbollah and Israel could wipe Lebanon out in order to destroy Hezbollah, the Shia group. 

 

Chomsky also stated, and I think that we should listen to him, that Israel was happy with Assad.  

He was the kind of dictator they wanted.  It was very similar to Israel and Mubarak.  Both Israel 

and Saudi Arabia wanted to save Mubarak.  So Hamas supports the overthrow of Assad.  And 

now we have Hezbollah fighting together with the Assad forces.  Hezbollah is Shia so the future 

of Palestine, in this view, would be Sunni.   But Hamas and Hezbollah, of course, are not in sync.  

So Lebanese Hezbollah is sending fighters to Syria to save Assad.  It also appears that Bill Clinton 

wants Obama to intervene in Shia Syria.   

 

Can we try to make it any more confusing?  Remember we started a war to overthrow the 

Sunni Saddam Hussein.  Now the Shias are in power in Iraq and are turning to Iran for 

assistance.  So now we are attacking Shia Syria which is supported by Iran which is the power 
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now also in Iraq.  The Sunnis who were overthrown in Iraq lost power.  Power went to the 

Shias.  Then the oppressed Sunnis considered the Shias to be traitors and have a continued civil 

war against them.   

 

This is what happens when a great power intervenes.  It divides the oppressed nation into those 

that go with the oppressor and those who oppose the oppressor.  This is terribly confusing.  We 

look for someone who can give us clarity.  Certainly Chomsky’s observations were extremely 

interesting.  But we also have the great work of David Swanson.  I think that he tries to cut 

through all of the obfuscation and to look carefully at what is taking place.  He says,  

 

The United States itself possesses and uses internationally condemned weapons, 

including white phosphorus, napalm, cluster bombs, and depleted uranium. Whether 

you praise these actions, avoid thinking about them, or join me in condemning them, 

they are not a legal or moral justification for any foreign nation to bomb us, or to bomb 

some other nation where the U.S. military is operating. Killing people to prevent their 

being killed with the wrong kind of weapons is a policy that must come out of some sort 

of sickness. Call it Pre-Traumatic Stress Disorder. 

 

An expanded war in Syria could become regional or global with uncontrollable 

consequences. Syria, Lebanon, Iran, Russia, China, the United States, the Gulf states, the 

NATO states . . . does this sound like the sort of conflict we want? Does it sound like a 

conflict anyone will survive? Why in the world risk such a thing?  

 

Just creating a "no fly zone" would involve bombing urban areas and unavoidably 

killing large numbers of people. This happened in Libya and we looked away. But it 

would happen on a much larger scale in Syria, given the locations of the sites to be 

bombed. Creating a "no fly zone" is not a matter of making an announcement, but of 

dropping bombs. 

 

http://warisacrime.org/iraq
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Both sides in Syria have used horrible weapons and committed horrible atrocities. 

Surely even those who imagine people should be killed to prevent their being killed with 

different weapons can see the insanity of arming both sides to protect each other’s side. 

Why is it not, then, just as insane to arm one side in a conflict that involves similar 

abuses by both? 

 

With the United States on the side of the opposition in Syria, the United States will be 

blamed for the opposition's crimes. Most people in Western Asia hate al Qaeda and 

other terrorists. They are also coming to hate the United States and its drones, missiles, 

bases, night raids, lies, and hypocrisy. Imagine the levels of hatred that will be reached 

when al Qaeda and the United States team up to overthrow the government of Syria 

and create an Iraq-like hell in its place. 

 

An unpopular rebellion put into power by outside force does not usually result in a 

stable government. In fact there is not yet on record a case of U.S. humanitarian war 

benefitting humanity or of nation-building actually building a nation. Why would Syria, 

which looks even less auspicious than most potential targets, be the exception to the 

rule? 

 

This opposition is not interested in creating a democracy, or -- for that matter -- in 

taking instructions from the U.S. government. On the contrary, blowback from these 

allies is likely. Just as we should have learned the lesson of lies about weapons by now, 

our government should have learned the lesson of arming the enemy of the enemy long 

before this moment. 

 

The precedent of another lawless act by the United States, whether arming proxies or 

engaging directly, sets a dangerous example to the world and to those in Washington 

for whom Iran is next on the list. 

http://warisacrime.org/iraq
http://warisalie.org/
http://dontattackiran.org/
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A strong majority of Americans, despite all the media's efforts thus far, opposes 

arming the rebels or engaging directly. Instead, a plurality supports providing 

humanitarian aid. 

 

We might better spread democracy by example than by bomb.  

 

There are nonviolent pro-democracy movements in Bahrain and Turkey and elsewhere, 

and our government doesn't lift a finger in support. 

 

These thoughts are coming from David Swanson.  His books include “War is a Lie.”  He’s given 

us some very good insights without getting in to the rubble of distinguishing between 25 

different sects that are fighting each other which, certainly those of us involved in history, know 

that there is zero spirituality in any religious sect fighting any other religious sect.  Look at the 

Catholic – Protestant wars.  Look at the murders that were conducted in those wars.  There was 

no spirituality of any valid kind in the Crusades, in the Conquistadores, in the Inquisition.  This is 

a use of religion as a cloak for malice and it continues today.  So don’t fall into the trap of trying 

to decide which sect you support.  

 

Yes, Israel can wipe out Lebanon to destroy Hezbollah.  Chomsky, as usual, knows exactly what 

he’s talking about.  Hamas is opposed to the position of Hezbollah.  Hezbollah is Shia.  So, all of 

this has to be dealt with.  Robert Fisk considers Mr. Netanyahu to be hopelessly adrift on the 

entire matter and he agrees with Chomsky that Israel and Saudi Arabia wanted to save 

Mubarak.  So Palestine, once again, will suffer from war in Syria.  A future Palestine would be a 

Sunni nation. 

 

This is something that is too terrible to think about that people think that through new war 

we’re going to accomplish something.  We will accomplish nothing.  We have to go ahead with 

peace talks with the Taliban and I do hope that is possible.  We went through this long series of 

http://act.rootsaction.org/p/dia/action3/common/public/?action_KEY=8149
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attempts at peace talks in Vietnam and seemingly getting nowhere, finally realizing, that we 

had been defeated and we left.   

 

So what is the result of the endless wars, the perpetual wars? 

 

Well, we have a slight problem which is recorded here in the radical newspaper, The Los 

Angeles Times. 

 

More children are at risk of going hungry in Los Angeles County than in any other county 

in the nation, according to a report released this week. 

Using 2011 survey and statistical data from the U.S. Census and U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, Feeding America, a national network of food banks, found that 650,000 

children in Los Angeles County are "food insecure." 

That means they don’t know where their next meal is coming from.  In the richest area in the 

richest country in the world which conducts perpetual war which is now leading to a high level 

of malnutrition in our richest city. 

Beginning in 2006, the agriculture department dropped the term "hunger" and started 

using "food insecurity," a more complicated concept that considers access to safe and 

nutritional meals as well as to food in general. 

Children deemed food insecure may live with parents or guardians who can't afford 

balanced meals, or who skip dinner so the kids can eat.  

So, these wars are so wonderful, they do so much good at creating democracy and about 

making our country number one, perhaps in malnutrition.   

 

http://www.latimes.com/topic/science-technology/agricultural-research-technology/u.s.-department-of-agriculture-ORGOV0000241.topic
http://www.latimes.com/topic/science-technology/agricultural-research-technology/u.s.-department-of-agriculture-ORGOV0000241.topic
http://www.latimes.com/topic/social-issues/feeding-america-ORNPR000139.topic
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What is taking place in Brazil today is worthy of note.  Crane Brinton and other experts on 

revolution stated that 

Revolutions generally do not start with a nation at the bottom of the list.  They do not 

start in a place where everybody is starving to death. 

 

Where do revolutions start according to this study of revolution?  They start in an area that is 

on the way up, that is improving.  There is an interesting cycle here and an interesting graph 

and as things begin to improve greatly in a country like Brazil all of a sudden there is a 

consciousness.  We have to pay bus fares that take too much of our salary.  We have the most 

miserable distribution of wealth in the world outside of the United States.  We are not getting 

any share of the great endless wealth of Brazil.  Once that consciousness starts so starts the 

revolution.   

 

Now that’s actually what happened in Cuba if you would look back.  Cuba was not the hungriest 

country in Latin America – not at all.  It was a country with some great wealth in Havana and 

other people out in the field, working three months out of the year cutting cane.  Suddenly 

there was this consciousness and the leadership in that consciousness, and the revolution took 

place. 

 

It’s similar in the United States, actually.  We were certainly a country on the way up and had 

been for many, many years – let’s say until about 1970.  And the income hasn’t improved much 

since then; in fact, it’s gotten much worse.  As that awareness comes about of the amazing 

billionaire wealth of Los Angeles, multibillionaires living here, there comes a moment of 

consciousness when we see  650,000 children hungry in Los Angeles County.  Anyone who 

wants to support that has no idea what government is for.  Government is for the common 

good.  It is not just for the individual.  If it were just for the individual we wouldn’t need 

government.  Government is for the common good.  Government is for distributive justice.  So 

you put the billionaires on one end and you put the 650,000 children in Los Angeles County on 
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the other end and you see gross injustice caused directly by perpetual war, caused directly by 

70% of our intelligence agencies in the private sector.  Caused directly by the destruction of the 

private sector.  Caused directly by the destruction of public utilities and privatizing them.  By 

the destruction of a school system that was public and is now trying to be made private.  By the 

destruction of a university system that was public and is now being privatized.  This is a 

destruction of government and this is the cost of perpetual war. 

 

So I think it’s time for us to become somewhat conscious of what is taking place as we review 

what is going on in the Middle East and the beginning of another horrible war.  We have the 

possibility of Lebanon being destroyed and Chomsky was there when he said that at the 

graduation and he’s very much aware that could take place during this horrible event.  We have 

the nuclear situation which is not actually improving at this time.  President Obama spoke 

about a nuclear situation but the nuclear community is really not terribly happy about what he 

said.  In fact they call it “Obama’s nuclear smoke and mirrors.”  Why?  Well, first of all, the 

United States stayed away from the March conference in Oslo on the humanitarian impact of 

nuclear weapons which was attended by 127 nations and, of course, the United States should 

participate in the follow-up conference in Mexico in February of 2014.  The United States is not 

participating in the UN working group to develop proposals for multi-national, multi-lateral 

negotiations to achieve a world free of nuclear weapons.  The Nuclear Security Summits, 

highlighted by President Obama, aim at securing nuclear materials but do not address the 

dangers posed by the 17,000 nuclear weapons held by the States.   

 

Alice Slater is with the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation and she mentions that 

“President Obama’s nuclear proposals in Berlin are a tired rehash of U.S. nuclear policy, 

designed to maintain America’s global military superiority in a web of alliances 

entangling other nations in a U.S. sphere of nuclear weapons and missile ‘offenses’ 

under the ribs of a leaky nuclear umbrella. Instead of proposing the only new initiative 

which could actually move us towards the reality of a nuclear weapons free world — a 

proposal to begin negotiations on a treaty to ban the bomb — Obama chose to only 
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distantly ‘dream’ of a nuclear free world, rather than take the essential steps to actually 

achieve it. Together with the four other Non-Proliferation Treaty-recognized nuclear 

weapons states, he boycotted last spring’s unique Oslo meeting with 127 nations 

addressing the humanitarian consequences of a nuclear catastrophe, and even refused 

to send a representative to the UN General Assembly’s new working group to develop 

negotiating proposals for nuclear disarmament ‘for the achievement and maintenance 

of a world without nuclear weapons.’ In the wake of the tragic nuclear meltdowns at 

Fukushima, it is particularly inept for Obama to propose a better controlled regime for 

nuclear power, when every nuclear reactor is a potential bomb factory. 

These are the problems we’re dealing with today and we hope that people will think about it.  

War in Syria is an absolute disaster.  Both sides quite simply stink; and the only way out is a 

negotiated peace now and to stop this nonsense which could easily bring in a great war with 

Russia, China, nuclear weapons, and farewell to planet Earth and its population. 

 

Brief interlude 

I’m privileged today to have Diane Wilson as a guest.  Diane is in her 53rd day of fasting in 

communion with the prisoners at Guantanamo.  Welcome, Diane Wilson. 

 

Diane:  Thank you very much.  I’m real glad to be on here on this cell phone talking to you. 

 

Blase:  Why are you fasting, Diane? 

 

Diane:  Well, I have to be honest with you.  I know there have been groups and people who 

have been following what is going on in Guantanamo prison for a very, very long time and there 

has been a lot of attention and sacrifice given by them but I was at the Bush Library dedication 

– on the protest end, and Medea Benjamin was there and she had recently come from London 
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and there is a very strong group that has really been trying to get the British citizens out of 

Guantanamo and bringing them back to London and they were starting an international hunger 

strike, a rolling fast.  And so Medea came to Dallas with that idea and I immediately, after 

hearing and reading what was going on there, said I would go on an extended fast, however 

long it took.  And the reason why is one, I am a fisherwoman and I work on the Gulf coast and 

it’s very poor people, very marginalized, and they have no voice so I understand totally what it 

is like to have no voice, to fight to be heard, and I know the extent, the desperation you get 

when you resolve to go on a hunger strike.  A hunger strike does not come from the rational 

part of your brain; it comes straight from your soul and your gut and your heart and I knew how 

desperate they had to be to go on a hunger strike.  And I know that, especially in prison for 11 

years and to be not charged, to have even their task force saying these men need to be 

released, and still having been in there for eleven years and now in solitary confinement, and 

I’ve been a shrimper a lot, but I’ve also been an environmental activist for 25 years, and I’ve 

been in jail quite a few times so I’ve had a glimmer, just a glimmer because these guys have 

been in there for eleven years.  These guys are now in solitary confinement.  These guys are 

being force-fed and it pulled everything I feel about justice and what this country is about.  

Because I protest I get called “unpatriotic” a lot of times but the thing is I think I’m one of 

America’s most patriotic citizens because I believe what this country can do. 

 

Blase:  You are the definition of a patriot.  I want our listeners to know that Diane Wilson is a 

shrimp boat captain, a Vietnam veteran, a co-founder of CodePink, a recipient of the Hellraiser 

of the Month Award from Mother Jones Magazine, a recipient of the Blue Planet award from 

the Ethicon Foundation for 20 years of commitment to the environmental movement, even 

putting her life at risk.  She’s author of “The Unreasonable Woman:  A True Story of Shrimpers, 

Politicos and Polluters and the Fight for Seadrift, Texas” and she’s a member of Veterans for 

Peace who are dedicated to abolishing war.   

We’re so grateful to have you with us today, Diane.  Could you tell us about the plans for June 

26th in Washington, DC? 
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Diane:  Yes, it is getting more and more viral on the internet and right now I caught a plane 

from a little fishing town in Seadrift, Texas and I’m sitting here in Washington, DC and people 

are coming in from all over the country.  There are groups, a solid week of different vigils – we 

just came from a vigil with the Catholic Workers and on the 26th it’s going to be a major action.  

I believe there’s going to be civil disobedience.  I imagine there will be some arrests and I think 

there’s going to be some real interesting times for people to make their voice heard to 

President Obama right in front of the White House. 

 

Blase:  Well, that’s exactly the place to be because as we speak prisoners at Guantanamo are 

on a fast to the death, accused of no crime.  They’ve had no trial and no mercy.  They’ve 

become a monument to our lawless imperial behavior.  Hundreds if not thousands of people in 

the United States are fasting together in solidarity with these innocent prisoners.  Many of 

these fasters and hunger strikers are veterans of the United States military as you are, Diane 

Wilson.   

How does your family feel about this? 

 

Diane:  Well, my family are very disappointed.  One, that I was even going to Washington to 

protest and most of my family are hardcore Republicans.  George Bush was their favorite 

President.  My sister, when she found out I was going on a hunger strike to shut down 

Guantanamo, said “I think it needs to stay open.  I think they’re terrorists.”  That says a whole 

lot because the truth about what is going on is not being said.  Our President doesn’t say it.  Our 

Congresspeople don’t say it.  These people have been cleared.  These are human beings.  This is 

not what this country is supposed to be, but it is what we are doing.  But they were very upset 

about me coming and I had been on the hunger strike and I had to go back home to Texas 

because my sister died and I didn’t tell anybody I was on a hunger strike.  They would not have 

really been thrilled with the fact so to tell anybody I was going to Washington was a hard deal 

but I had to tell them.   
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Blase:  You represent the truth and Jesus said, “Everyone who’s of the truth hears my voice.”  

It’s people who are of the truth who understand the true spirituality that you’re engaged in and 

fasting is an ancient spiritual practice.  As you said, it doesn’t come from the intellect; it comes 

from the spirit, and you’re very much engaged in it and the people are in solidarity with you.  

And I must say that you know how concerned we are about your health.  The prisoners have no 

option.  There’s nothing else they can do, but you can do so much so you realize how 

concerned we are, don’t you? 

 

Diane:  I do.  And I get a lot of people who have wrote me; in fact you, yourself, have wrote me 

a couple of times and I’m honored by your concern.  I know exactly where it comes from and 

that’s always a hard place to go because hunger strikes don’t come from the intellect; they 

come from the heart and so that’s why I’m still on it.  The people in Guantanamo are still on it 

but I’m being careful. 

 

Blase:  We’re in so much admiration for what you and your colleagues are doing.  I’ve been 

speaking to a co-Founder of CodePink, a shrimp boat captain, and the author of “The 

Unreasonable Woman:  A True Story of Shrimpers, Politicos and Polluters and the Fight for 

Seadrift, Texas.”  

I want to wish you well on the great gathering in Washington, DC this week, June 26.  We hope 

you’ll be able to break through the ongoing lies that come out of Washington endlessly because 

war is a lie.  It’s started by lies.  It continues by lies.  It’s ended by lies.  We want to hear and see 

and do the truth that you’re doing.   

Thank you so much for being with us, Diane Wilson. 

 

Diane:  Thank you very much for having me on here and letting me have my voice here. 
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* * * 

 

Blase:  Today, I’m also very privileged to have Keith James as a guest.  Keith James is a 

participant in the Stop Incarceration network which is a movement to stop the injustice of mass 

incarceration, police brutality, and the racially biased policies and practices of law 

enforcements, the courts and the legal system, and to support the rights of prisoners and the 

formerly incarcerated. 

Welcome, Keith James. 

 

Keith:  Thank you, Blase.  How are you doing? 

 

Blase:  Just fine, thank you.  And I know you are extremely concerned about 80,000 people in 

our prisons in solitary confinement which is defined as torture.  Your comments? 

 

Keith:  That’s true.  I’m extraordinarily concerned as many others are and that many others 

don’t even know about it, and this is something that we need to change.  Especially with the 

hunger strike that’s coming up on July 8th in the Pelican Bay State Prison in California.  Just to 

step back for a minute, yes, there’s 80,000 people across the United States that are in 

conditions of long-term solitary confinement.  The international community, psychological 

experts, medical people, people across the world, human rights organizations have all defined 

long-term solitary confinement as torture and that’s exactly what it is.  There’s 80,000 across 

the United States in these conditions.  There are a little over 11,000 in California in these 

conditions.  And in California they have these special Super Maximum Security Housing Units at 

about 4,000 prisons and these people are kept in 8x10 foot cells with no human contact for 

weeks, for months, for some, years, and for some even decades.  For example, at Pelican Bay, 

you have people who have been in prison, 500 of them for over ten years in conditions of 8x10 

foot cells, sensory deprivation, no human contact, no sunlight, no fresh air; they’re basically 
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being tortured.  And this has got to stop.  And I think we’ve got to also put this in the context of 

what’s been unfolding in the country over the last several decades.  There’s about 2.3 million 

people in prison during the period where crime has been decreasing.   Since the early 1970’s 

the prison population has expanded 8-fold; there are more people in prison in the United States 

than in any country – 2.3 million. 

 

Blase:  Well, you know we have 25% of the world’s prisoners in our country and approximately 

4% of the world’s people but one way that we’re beginning to understand why this happens is 

that there’s a great deal of money in this just as there is a great deal of money in the war 

business.  There’s a great deal of money in the prison business so we have to find prisoners.  

The Prison Corporation of America in its board meeting said “we simply have to have more 

prisoners to make our business work” so this is another example of the lack of respect for the 

very people who live here.  And I don’t know if that understanding is clear but we had a hunger 

strike before.  How many were on hunger strike in 2011, Keith? 

 

Keith:  You know before we get to the hunger strike in 2011, let me comment on what you 

were saying regarding the profit.  This is definitely a situation where there are government and 

private corporations that are making money on this mass incarceration.  I do think, however, 

something else is driving this.  And I think it’s been driving this since the early 1970’s.  I think 

this is principally not only because it does involve profits, but principally, this is a very conscious 

decision on the highest levels of the US system, on a certain sense it’s a counter-insurgency 

before there’s even an insurgency.  In other words, it’s a response to the 1960’s, especially to 

the black liberation struggle and the revolutionary currents and the revolutionary sentiments 

that existed in the 1960’s.  I believe there’s been a summation at the highest levels from 

successive administrations from Nixon all the way to today to basically racially target black and 

Latino people in particular because this is racially targeted mass incarceration.  And to go after 

those sections of society over a number of decades and in a sense we could even say there’s a 

genocidal direction of this and I’m saying that without any kind of exaggeration or hyperbole.  

So, that’s one thing.   
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In terms of 2011 in Pelican Bay, prisoners who were in the SHU it’s called (the Security 

Housing), they took part in 2 hunger strikes and these were unprecedented.  One was in July of 

2011 and the other was in September and October, 2011.  12,000 prisoners took part.  These 

were unprecedented, extraordinary events and their demands target and they’re demanding an 

end to the long-term solitary confinement.  That’s what they want.  And they want an end to 

what’s also called, and maybe some of your listeners haven’t heard of this before, but it’s called 

“de-briefing.”  Basically what that means is prisoners who are in this long-term isolation don’t 

get sent there by a court of law.  They’re sent there by the prison administration.  It’s an 

administrative act and they’re sent there forever for some of them.  As I said, there are 78 in 

Pelican Bay who have been there longer than 20 years.  200 in these kind of conditions for 

longer than 15 years, and they’re sent there by the prison authorities for being labeled “gang 

members” or “gang associates” and there’s no due process.  In other words, there’s no way for 

the prisoners to challenge what is often very dubious evidence that puts them in the security 

housing units indefinitely.  So these hunger strikes in 2011 were unprecedented and 

extraordinary, probably the longest and most widespread prison uprising if you want to put it 

that way since Attica in 1971 in the wake of the murder of George Jackson that occurred in San 

Quentin in 1971.  But what happened is that in October of 2011 the California Department of 

Corrections said to the prisoners who led this strike that they’d make changes, that they’d 

basically stop this long-term solitary confinement.  They have not done that. 

 

Blase:  I just was talking to Diane Wilson and it’s so important that you and your organization is 

in sync with the prisoners at Guantanamo as well, who are fasting to the death, as our own 

prisoners here have fasted by the thousands in a hunger strike and here are people in our 

country who are not prisoners who are fasting together with them.  She’s in her 53rd day of a 

hunger fast.  I think this is the moment to deal with this horrible injustice.  Now you’re going to 

be speaking today at the United University Church at USC at 2:30 pm, today Sunday, June 23rd.  

You will be speaking together with the Interfaith Communities United for Justice and Peace in 

recognition of Torture Awareness Month. 

I think it’s very important to see this relationship between various civic groups and groups that 

are faith-based.   Any thoughts on that? 
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Keith:  Blase, I agree.  There needs to be unity struck between all kinds of people from different 

philosophies.  Myself, I’m a revolutionary Communist.  I’m actually not religious.  I’m an atheist.  

And I’ve been cordially invited by the Interfaith Communities United for Justice and Peace to be 

part of this because of my work on this issue but I am also a distributor of Revolution 

newspaper and I’m a long time staff person at Revolution Books in Los Angeles.  But, here’s the 

point.  It’s no matter what people’s philosophy; we have many different philosophies and 

different strategies and maybe different understandings even to why this is going on, but it 

needs to stop.  The mass incarceration needs to stop.  We need  a massive movement of 

millions of people and we need to work together to actually bring that about. 

 

Blase:  Well, you know the study of revolution and even revolution proposed by Dr. King, the 

Moral Revolution, the art of it is “unite, unite, unite” because separation into sectarianism 

means absolute failure and working together with everyone, people who have different beliefs, 

people who have faith, people who are not of faith.  The uniting of people is what makes the 

change take place.  It’s a shame but it looks like we’re out of time.  I’ve been talking today to 

Keith James who’s a participant in the Stop Mass Incarceration Now network which is a 

movement to stop mass incarceration, police brutality, and the racially biased policies and 

practices of law enforcement, the courts and the legal system, and to support the rights of 

prisoners and the formerly incarcerated. 

Thanks so much for being with us today, Keith James. 

 

Keith:  Thanks Blase.  And our national website is stopmassincarceration.org and people can 

find all kinds of information on what we’ve been talking about today on that website. 

 

Blase:  Thanks very much to Keith James and we’ll continue with World Focus. 
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I want to bring up an issue that we found in the Catholic press this week, a statement by 

Stephen Zunes, a Professor of Politics at the University of San Francisco.  He was very conscious 

of an apology that took place and he says, 

Israel Apologizes but Congress Defends Raid 

Thanks to strong pressure from President Barack Obama during his visit to Israel in 

March, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu finally apologized to Turkish Prime 

Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan for an attack on an unarmed humanitarian aid flotilla in 

international waters. The attack on May 31, 2010, killed eight Turks, along with an 

American of Turkish origin. Meanwhile, the International Criminal Court has opened a 

preliminary investigation of the incident at the request of island nation of Comoros, 

where one of the vessels is registered. 

 

The attack ruptured relations between Israel and Turkey, both of which are close U.S. 

allies. The Obama administration, concerned with the worsening violence in Syria -- 

which borders Turkey and Israel -- and other issues, made it a high priority to mend 

fences between the two nations, which had been on good relations with each other 

prior to the incident. Indeed, facilitating the rapprochement was the one concrete 

accomplishment of the U.S. president's Middle East trip, which failed to make progress 

on ending the Israeli occupation and colonization of the West Bank and East Jerusalem. 

 

The flotilla of six ships was part of an effort by pro-Palestinian groups, peace 

organizations, churches, Nobel Peace Prize laureates, human rights groups and others to 

relieve critical shortages of food and medicine in the besieged Gaza Strip. The Israeli 

government had acknowledged that the extensive blockade of humanitarian goods was 

not necessary for their security. Israel instead implemented the blockade in the hopes of 

pressuring the Palestinians to end their support for Hamas, which rules the crowded 

impoverished enclave. Indeed, the Israeli government announced a significant 

relaxation of the embargo within weeks of the attack. 
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Despite the relaxation of the siege and the belated Israeli apology, a bipartisan majority 

of both houses of Congress remain on record unconditionally supporting Israel's original 

draconian blockade and defending the attack on the flotilla. In the U.S. House of 

Representatives, 329 out of 435 members signed a letter that called the raid an act of 

"self-defense" that they "strongly support." Similarly, a Senate letter -- signed by 87 of 

100 senators -- "fully" support what it called "Israel's right to self-defense." 

 

The House letter insisted that Obama "remain steadfast in defense of Israel" in the face 

of the near-universal international condemnation of this blatant violation of 

international maritime law and other legal statutes. 

 

The nine people killed were all on the largest of the Turkish ships, the Mavi Marmara, 

where some crew members tried to fight off the illegal boarding of their vessel with 

poles and other objects available on the deck. According to eyewitness accounts, 

autopsy reports, and an investigation by the Office of the U.N. High Commissioner on 

Human Rights, several of those killed were fatally shot at point-blank range from 

behind. Among the victims was 19-year-old U.S. citizen Furkan Dogan, who was initially 

shot while capturing the assault on video and then shot execution-style as he lay 

wounded. Despite this, the House letter said, "Israeli forces used necessary force as an 

act of self-defense and of last resort." 

 

Given that the majority of House members believe that it is "necessary ... self-defense" 

for foreign security forces to kill an American teenager on the high seas for recording a 

confrontation with protesters, they presumably would also argue that it is legitimate for 

U.S. authorities to kill Americans for making videos of confrontations between 

protesters and police here in the United States. As the father of a 19-year-old who, like 

Dogan, has never engaged in violent protests but has recorded confrontations with 

police on his smartphone, I am outraged that so many members of Congress would 

apparently rush to defend the killing of this young man. 
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The House letter also claimed that the five other ships were "commandeered peacefully 

and without incident," even though -- despite completely nonviolent resistance -- 

passengers on the other ships were immobilized with stun guns, brutally beaten, and 

attacked with tear gas and rubber bullets. Among the victims was a sexagenarian 

Quaker from California who was hospitalized for a week with serious injuries. 

 

The Senate letter insisted that, in spite of these potentially fatal beatings and other 

assaults, Israeli forces were able to divert the other ships "safely." Again, the implication 

of this attitude in relation to domestic protests is chilling. 

 

A number of self-described "progressive" groups like Democracy for America, MoveOn 

and Progressive Democrats of America, have endorsed the re-election of House 

members who signed the letter defending the attacks. Quite a few members of these 

organizations presumably engaged in Occupy protests and some of them probably 

captured on video incidents in which a small minority of demonstrators confronted 

police. Despite this, their organizations are working to elect people who are cavalier 

about protesters' rights. 

 

These are very important thoughts and we really appreciate Professor Stephen Zunes who is a 

Professor of Politics at the University of San Francisco for writing about this outrage and this 

can help us understand how our Congress has a 9% approval rating. 

I don’t know how it got so high. 

Thank you for listening today.  


