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Blase:  Hello, this is Blase Bonpane with World Focus coming to you from KPFK/ Los Angeles.  

We are podcast and available 24/7 on kpfk.org where we’re heard internationally.   

 

I am privileged today to have Robert Skeels as a guest.  Robert Skeels writes on issues of social 

justice.  He’s a US Navy veteran and a proud member of Veterans for Peace.  He’s an adherent 

of liberation theology and a member of the International Socialist Organization (ISO).  His 

volunteer work includes 12-step programs, the church, and homeless advocacy.  His articles and 

essays have been published in Counterpunch, Dissident Voices, the Los Angeles Daily News, and 

the Socialist Worker.  Robert is currently a candidate for the Los Angeles Unified School District 

Board of Trustees District 2.  Welcome, Robert Skeels. 

 

Robert:  Thank you for having me. 

 

Blase:  You’re more than welcome.  Why did you decide to run for the Los Angeles Unified 

School District? 

 

Robert:  We’ve been engaged in several struggles over the last decade or so, fighting 

privatization and budget cuts and inappropriate spending in the district and a lot of the family 

members, community activists that I work with, told me that “you should run” because we 

need a social justice voice on the board. 
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Blase:  Well, I think that’s a good reason.  Now, how about Los Angeles Unified School District?  

Do they practice Liberation Pedagogy? 

 

Robert:  Not that I’m aware of.  What they really practice is the banking system of education, of 

course. 

 

Blase:  Now when you say “banking system” I think of someone that I reverence very dearly and 

who I had the privilege of knowing, Paulo Freire, who gave us an educational perspective that 

was absolutely superb and he did not believe in banking education.  By that, he meant, if the 

teacher gives three beeps, you are to give three beeps back.  So, I’ve given you three beeps; 

that’s my deposit.  Now I want the deposit, three beeps, back.  That is not education, he says, 

that’s training.  Education is to bring out the greatness of the individual, the beauty to educe.  

As Michelangelo said, “Theres’a an angel in that marble and I can take it out.” 

 

 Now, what about LA Unified and base communities or small groups? 

 

Robert:  Well, we don’t really have anything akin to that.  There are the small learning 

communities, the SLC’s, which are sometimes at individual public school sites, but they don’t 

really serve that kind of function, per se. 

 

Blase:    What we’re talking about here is a difference between hierarchical top-down 

education and education from the bottom up where the people who are being educated 

engage thoroughly in dialogue.  Paulo would allow them to do that by giving them the word 

‘tijolo’ in Portuguese.  Then they’re talking about something they work with, which is a brick 

and then we go from bricks to understanding vowels to understanding the economic situation 

to understanding the political situation.  This is a very different form of education and 

extremely effective.   
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How about Veterans for Peace?  Your group is one of the only veterans groups I know of that is 

dedicated to abolishing war. 

 

Robert:  Absolutely.   The mission statement is actually the abolishment of war. 

 

Blase:    That’s an outstanding thing because we used to say, “Well, slavery is terrible but it’s 

our economic system and we can’t do anything about it.”  Now we say the same thing about 

war - war is our economic system and we can’t do anything about it.  Yes, we can!  We can do 

something about it.  So, I’m very proud and I’m also a member of Veterans for Peace.   

 

Could you tell us something about the Seattle teachers refusing to give certain tests? 

 

Robert:  We see this as part of a growing movement, countrywide, resistance to standardized 

tests.  Standardized tests essentially narrow the curriculum.  They’re part and parcel the 

banking system of education where there’s a preordained knowledge that’s considered to be 

important to memorize and that the creation of knowledge by the students or the agency of 

the students is not important and we see this with common core curriculum and No Child Left 

Behind and Race to the Top.  And so these teachers, and it’s not just the teachers, it’s the 

families of the students themselves and the students themselves, too, that have refused to take 

the test.  This kind of resistance is going to be necessary in order to break the testing industrial 

complex. 

 

 Blase:    I think so because with No Child Left Behind we had testing on steroids and personally, 

in teaching for many, many years, I found these types of testing really obnoxious.  Now the 

Seattle teachers are facing ten days’ suspension without pay for refusing to administer a really 

bad test.  How is that developing?  Have you heard anything about that threat? 

 

Robert:  They’re still facing the suspensions.  One of the things that their school superintendent  

tried to do was to try to make the administrators administer the test in lieu of the teachers and 
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what happened was that the families took a step forward and refused to allow their children to 

be tested.  So this is clearly a community movement.  It shows solidarity between educators 

and the students and the families involved.  The powers that be, of course, have a lot to lose if 

this is successful because people might start resisting standardized tests and the high stakes 

that come with it throughout the country so they’re trying to rule with an iron fist in this case.  

Everybody on Wednesday, myself, included, wore red in solidarity with the teachers in Seattle 

at Garfield High School.  I believe that more national solidarity is going to be necessary in order 

to support them, but it’s certainly a very brave thing for Jesse Hagopian and all the teachers 

who were involved in this too.  And to really show us that they stand by their students and 

they’re tired of their students being subjected to high stakes standardized tests and to being 

segregated and sorted and judged based on the results of these tests. 

 

Blase:    Well, the testing really tells us how much we have in common with a computer and 

that’s a very small amount of the educational process.  Einstein was so strong on this.  He said 

it’s not just knowledge of facts.  He said that what we desperately need is imagination and 

creativity.   Those are the issues that make for a human education, in contrast to training which 

can train you how to drive a car or how to operate a machine gun.  Whatever.  That is not 

education.  Education is the greatness that is within you coming out, whether it be in the form 

music or writing, humanities, history, being in touch with reality and being conscious.  And 

that’s where Freire came in.   He said, "We teach reading and writing in order to make people 

conscious and we want them to be conscious so they become political and change the world."  

That’s what education was about. 

 

Robert:  And that’s why it poses such a threat to the status quo.  Liberation pedagogy gets into 

issues of agency and as soon as you provide agency to people, it puts everything into question 

because they start asking questions.  They start looking at limit situations and they begin 

looking beyond that and for a society that has a very different composition than the one we 

currently have.  And that, of course,  is something that the powers that be are not interested in 

people considering. 
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Blase:    This is called dialogical education.  It’s made up of critical thinking.  As you study 

something you might have a question about how things could be done better with a view to the 

future.  Sometimes we look to the past.  Here LA Unified in the 1930’s had progressive 

education and John Dewey was the big name at the time.  He believed that the students should 

participate.  If it were a literature class and you had 20 students, guess what you’d have?  

Twenty books, one for each student.  They would each report on the book that they had read.  

By the end of the semester, the students had been involved in twenty very interesting books. 

 

Robert:  And the irony of that, of course, is that it’s the exact polar opposite of what’s being 

enforced by Washington right now with common core curriculum.  Common core curriculum 

state standards basically calls for 50% less literature being taught and it’s a very standardized 

form of literature.  It’s very rigidly defined and there’s no room for student agency.  I write with 

Dr. Stephen Krashen at SchoolMatters.info and some other very prominent education experts 

and Dr. Stephen Krashen, of course, is the one who’s done the most research on a concept 

called “free voluntary reading” and free voluntary reading  posits that when you allow students 

to read what they’re interested in their language acquisition and their knowledge acquisition 

increases many fold because it’s actually something that engages them, not something that’s 

been enforced or upon them.  And there’s a great deal of research that’s been done in this 

country and several other countries, with Dr. Krashen and his colleagues, that bear this out.  

The problem is allowing children to choose their own books at the library, like you just 

suggested or Dr. Krashen suggests, isn’t profitable for large media companies or internet 

providers or any of these other companies that are really the driving forces behind a lot of the 

privatization, a lot of the policies in schools right now. 

 

Blase:    That was the policy of John Dewey.  You have to find out what the student is interested 

in and develop that from the base and it was extremely effective and opposed by so many 

people.  
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I have something that might be a joke here but really isn’t and I’d like you to listen to it.  This is 

my son singing a song about the Educational Testing Service and it’s called “An Ode to the ETS” 

and friends, this is a direct question from the LSAT and think of how effective and how 

important these tests are.  So I give you my son who was a graduate up at Berkeley and went 

on for his Master’s at Washington University.  Here is his thought on the ETS. 

 

Music from Blase Bonpane, Jr.  (You can order an MP3 download of Blase Bonpane, Jr’s “An 

Ode to the ETS” for 99 cents at Amazon –  

http://www.amazon.com/Ode-to-the-Ets/dp/B0019IVMOA) 

 

How’s that for a good test question? 

 

Robert:  For some people it might seem absurd on the surface but honestly, that speaks to the 

heart of what the standardized test industrial complex subjects our children to.  We all saw the 

pearson pineapple question back east several months ago just how absurd and just how 

disconnected from any real life application these test questions are.  Now they’re lucrative for 

these companies; Pearson’s growing at an alarming rate in terms of profit and revenues but 

that’s not what education is supposed to be about. 

 

Blase:    Not at all.  It’s so tragic when students will say, “Well, what does the teacher want?”  

One way or another I wanted to get across that I want you to think.  This business of just giving 

back the “three beeps” instead of trying to make a judgment and develop an opinion based on 

fact.  Einstein again said “the wisdom is in seeing relationships.”  You can be very full of 

knowledge and not see relationships and that makes you unwise.  But wisdom is where you can 

relate mass to energy and relate one thing to another and that takes some reasoning and some 

logic and it’s extremely important in the educational process but it is not there with rote 

memory.   

 

http://www.amazon.com/Ode-to-the-Ets/dp/B0019IVMOA
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So, are you on your own in this campaign?  You’ve got some people like the great Diane Ravitch 

supporting your campaign? 

 

Robert:  I’m endorsed by both the Teachers Union and the Administrators Union.  I’m the only 

candidate that actually has that distinction.  I’m endorsed by Professor Diane Ravitch who is a 

former Assistant Secretary of Education of the United States.  I’m endorsed by a great deal of 

academia, Professor Jim Horn, Professor Stephen Krashen, Professor Paul Thomas, educational 

luminaries like Susan Ohanian. I’m endorsed by a lot of local civil and immigration rights 

organizations like the Southern California Immigration Coalition, Unión del Barrio, and the 

Association of Raza Educators.  As a matter of fact, I’m speaking tomorrow with Ron Gochez at 

the state conference for Association for Raza Educators.    We’ve got a great, broad-based 

community support.  We’ve got a lot of parent leaders that are on board.  We’ve got a lot of 

rank and file teachers that are involved in the campaign.  It’s very, very exciting to see the 

momentum that we’ve got. It seems more like a movement than political.  I’ve never had 

aspirations for political office.   We see this more as part of the struggle than anything else.  

Getting me on the Board would change the national discourse on education. 

 

Blase:    I’d like our listeners to know that I’m speaking to Robert Skeels today.  Robert Skeels 

writes on issues of social justice.  He’s a US Navy veteran and a proud member of Veterans for 

Peace, a group of veterans dedicated to abolishing war.  He’s an adherent of liberation theology 

and a member of the International Socialist Organization (ISO).  His volunteer work includes 12-

step programs, the church, and homeless advocacy.  His articles and essays have been 

published in Counterpunch, Dissident Voices, the Los Angeles Daily News, and the Socialist 

Worker.  Robert is currently a candidate for the Los Angeles Unified School District Board of 

Trustees District 2.   Robert Skeels, it’s been a pleasure speaking to you and keep up your great 

work and keep up your dedication to the methodology to the man who wrote “Pedagogy of the 

Oppressed,” Paulo Freire, who’s given us a new view of education, coming from the students 

themselves in communion and dialogue with the teacher.    
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Thank you so much for being with us. 

 

Robert:  Thank you for having me. 

 

Blase:    And, we’ll continue with World Focus right now.  We will be talking about some other 

things that are going on.  We’ve had a great deal of talk about the White House drone killing 

memo.  I’m really dependent on so many people that are out there, commenting on this and so 

many scholars and it’s not just the scholars.  It’s the people like Medea Benjamin who was 

there with CodePink speaking in the hearing yesterday.  These are people insisting on 

democracy and trying to save the United States of America and trying to save the lives of 

innocent people overseas who are being snuffed out every day with drones and they failed to 

talk about signature drones yesterday.  Signature drones will kill anybody they want and they 

don’t even know who they are.   It’s just a mafia way of saying, Friends, we’re just killing you 

because we want you to know we’re here.  So we terrorize your whole community, your whole 

city, your whole state, your whole province, your whole country with these damnable weapons 

called drones.  We have to realize that in doing this we’ve lost the Constitution of the United 

States and we’ve gone back to the pre-Revolutionary empire position and we have to take a 

look at that.  And many people have helped us to do that historically.  One is the work of Juan 

Cole who is a very excellent scholar and he asks us to think about the western tradition.  He 

states, 

 

In the Western tradition of law, there can be no punishment without the commission of 

a specific crime defined by statute. The memo does not require that a specific crime 

have been committed, or that a planned criminal act be a clear and present danger, for 

an American citizen to be targeted for execution by drone. 

 

To any extent that the president’s powers under the memo are alleged to derive from 

the 2001 Congressional Authorization for the Use of Military Force, i.e. from the 

legislature, they are a form of bill of attainder… 
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Now, let’s take a close look at that.  This is not high school history.  Let’s take a look at what 

we’re talking about, 

 

“A bill, act or writ of attainder was a piece of legislation that declared a person or 

persons guilty of a crime. A bill of attainder allowed for the guilty party to be punished 

without a trial. A bill of attainder was part of English common law. Whereas Habeus 

Corpus guaranteed a fair trial by jury, a bill of attainder bypassed this. The word 

“attainder” meant tainted. A bill of attainder was mostly used for treason . . . and such a 

move suspended a person’s civil rights and guaranteed that the person would be found 

guilty of the crimes stated in the bill as long as the Royal Assent was gained. For serious 

crimes such as treason, the result was invariably execution.” 

 

What, you might ask, is wrong with that? Only that it is unconstitutional. Tech Law 

Journal explains: 

 

“The Constitution of the United States, Article I, Section 9, paragraph 3 provides that: 

“No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law will be passed.” . . . 

 

“These clauses of the Constitution are not of the broad, general nature of the Due 

Process Clause, but refer to rather precise legal terms which had a meaning under 

English law at the time the Constitution was adopted. A bill of attainder was a legislative 

act that singled out one or more persons and imposed punishment on them, without 

benefit of trial. Such actions were regarded as odious by the framers of the Constitution 

because it was the traditional role of a court, judging an individual case, to impose 

punishment.” William H. Rehnquist, The Supreme Court, page 166.  

 

The form of the AUMF, in singling out all members of al-Qaeda wherever they are and 

regardless of nationality or of actual criminal action, as objects of legitimate lethal force, 

http://www.techlawjournal.com/glossary/legal/attainder.htm
http://www.techlawjournal.com/glossary/legal/attainder.htm
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is that of a bill of attainder. Congress cannot declare war on small organizations– war is 

declared on states. Such a bill of attainder is inherently unconstitutional. 

The memo’s vision violates the principle of the separation of powers. It makes the 

president judge, jury and executioner. Everything is done within the executive branch, 

with no judicial oversight whatsoever. The powers the memo grants the president are 

the same enjoyed by the absolute monarchs of the early modern period, against whom 

Montesquieu penned his Spirit of the Laws, which inspired most subsequent 

democracies, including the American. Montesquieu said: 

 

“Again, there is no liberty, if the judiciary power be not separated from the legislative 

and executive. Were it joined with the legislative, the life and liberty of the subject 

would be exposed to arbitrary control; for the judge would be then the legislator. Were 

it joined to the executive power, the judge might behave with violence and oppression. 

There would be an end of everything, were the same man or the same body, whether of 

the nobles or of the people, to exercise those three powers, that of enacting laws, that 

of executing the public resolutions, and of trying the causes of individuals. 

 

Most kingdoms in Europe enjoy a moderate government because the prince who is 

invested with the two first powers leaves the third to his subjects. In Turkey, where 

these three powers are united in the Sultan’s person, the subjects groan under the most 

dreadful oppression. 

 

Ironically, given contemporary American Islamophobia, the Obama administration has 

made itself resemble not the Sun-King, Louis XIV, who at least did have a court system 

not completely under his thumb, but rather, as Montesquieu saw it, the Ottoman 

sultans, who he claimed combined in themselves executive, legislative and judicial 

power. (Actually the Muslim qadis or court judges who ruled according to Islamic law or 

sharia were also not completely subjugated to the monarch, so even the Ottomans were 

better than the drone memo). 

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/montesquieu/
http://www.constitution.org/cm/sol_11.htm
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So, this memo is quite serious, friends.  What we have in place here is a framework for a police 

state and, of course, the President says “Well, this is not going to happen on my watch.”  Well, 

it’s not going to make any difference whether it happens on his watch or anybody else’s watch!  

Everything is in place for a dictatorship. 

 

The memo resurrects the medieval notion of “outlawry”– that an individual can be put 

outside the protection of the law by the sovereign for vague crimes such as “rebellion,” 

and merely by royal decree. A person declared an outlaw by the king was deprived of all 

rights and legal protections, and anyone could do anything to him that they wished, 

with no repercussions. (The slang use of “outlaw” to mean simply “habitual criminal” is 

an echo of this ancient practice, which was abolished in the UK and the US). 

I wrote on another occasion that the problem with branding someone an “outlaw” by 

virtue of being a traitor or a terrorist is that this whole idea was abolished by the US 

constitution. Its framers insisted that you couldn’t just hang someone out to dry by 

decree. Rather, a person who was alleged to have committed a crime such as treason or 

terrorism had to be captured, brought to court, tried, and sentenced in accordance with 

a specific statute, and then punished by the state. If someone is arrested, they have the 

right to demand to be produced in court before a judge, a right known as habeas corpus 

(“bringing the body,” i.e. bringing the physical person in front of a judge). 

The relevant text is the Sixth Amendment in the Bill of Rights: 

“In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public 

trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been 

committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be 

informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the 
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witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, 

and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defense.”  

The memo asks us to trust the executive to establish beyond the shadow of a doubt the 

guilt of an individual in a distant land, to whom access is so limited that the US cannot 

hope to capture him or have local authorities capture him. But Andy Worthington has 

established that very large numbers of the prisoners the US sent to Guantanamo were 

innocent of the charges against them. If the executive arm of the government can 

imprison people mistakenly, it can blow them away by drone mistakenly. A US 

government official once told me the story of an Iraqi Shiite who had fled persecution 

under Saddam through Iran all the way to Afghanistan. In 2001, locals eager to make a 

buck turned him in as “Taliban” to the US military, which apparently did not realize that 

Iraqi Shiites would never ever support a hyper-Sunni movement like that. So the Iraqi 

Shiite was sent to Guantanamo and it could even be that Taliban themselves were paid 

by the US for turning him in. The official may have been speaking of Jowad Jabar. These 

American officials are way too ignorant to be given the power to simply execute human 

beings from the sky on the basis of their so-called ‘intelligence.’ 

Then there is the whole premise of the memo, quite apart from its substance. The 

memo, as Glenn Greenwald points out, ratifies the Bush/Cheney theory that the whole 

world is a battlefield on which the US is continually at war. Treating the few hundred al-

Qaeda, spread around the world in 60 small cells, as an enemy army, making them 

analogous to German troops in WW II, is insane on the face of it. Our current secretary 

of state, John Kerry, largely rejected the notion. Al-Qaeda consists of criminals, not 

soldiers, and they pose a police counter-terrorism problem, not a battlefield problem. 

The notion that the whole world is a battlefield violates basic legal conceptions of 

international law such as national sovereignty. 

Friends, this was the key mistake of our response to 9/11.  We dealt with it as if we had been 

attacked by a nation; in this case, one of the very poorest nations in the world, Afghanistan.  

http://www.andyworthington.co.uk/the-guantanamo-files/
http://www.andyworthington.co.uk/the-guantanamo-files/
http://www.andyworthington.co.uk/the-guantanamo-files/
http://www.andyworthington.co.uk/2011/10/10/the-complete-guantanamo-files-wikileaks-and-the-prisoners-released-in-2006-part-six-of-ten/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2013/feb/05/obama-kill-list-doj-memo
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2013/feb/05/obama-kill-list-doj-memo
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This was the mistake and it was made on purpose, I think.  This was not an action of a nation.  

This was an action of a group of criminals, not soldiers.  They should have been dealt with 

through international police action and the whole world was begging us to assist us in finding 

out who the living criminals were that were responsible for this action. 

We have some wonderful conversions going on.  We had mentioned earlier in the program 

talking to Mr. Skeels about Diane Ravitch, who helped create the No Child Left Behind program 

and who realized that they had created a disaster, one of the most horrible anti-intellectual 

pieces of legislation ever to come down the pike.  It was a push-out program for students, 

based on tests that were not at all compatible with the students who were to take them.  And 

she’s now a great voice for education, Diane Ravitch.  This may surprise you but we had the 

same thing happen with the United States Assistant Secretary for Economic Policy and that of 

course was Paul Craig Roberts.  He’s also known as the father of Reagonomics.  He served in the 

Reagan administration.  He’s gone through a tremendous conversion since that time.  And by 

the way, friends, I think it is by looking to these people that we’ll be able to make an alliance 

between former right-wing extremists and progressive people.  I think this can be done.  It 

certainly is the case with Diane Ravitch, and I think it’s the case here with Paul Craig Roberts.  

And by doing this, to create a coalition of people who are interested in international law, 

national law, and domestic law, and seeing those laws carried out instead of seeing them being 

ignored case after case. 

So here’s a few words from Dr. Paul Craig Roberts from the Reagan administration and one of 

the great fathers of Reaganomics,  

In the 21st century Americans have experienced an extraordinary collapse in the rule of 

law and in their constitutional protections. Today American citizens, once a free people 

protected by law, can be assassinated and detained in prison indefinitely without any 

evidence being presented to a court of their guilt, and they can be sentenced to prison 

on the basis of secret testimony by anonymous witnesses not subject to cross 
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examination. The US “justice system” has been transformed by the Bush/Obama regime 

into the”justice system” of Gestapo Germany and Stalinist Russia. There is no difference. 

Friends, who said that?  The United States Assistant Secretary of the Treasury for Economic 

Policy in the Reagan administration and the father of Reagonomics.  He gives us an example.  

He says, 

In an article available here: http://www.wrmea.org/wrmea-archives/541-washington-

report-archives-2011-2015/january-february-2013/11611-why-all-americans-should-

care-about-the-holy-land-foundation-case.html Stephen Downs, formerly Chief Attorney 

with the New York State Commission on Judicial Conduct and Kathy Manley, a criminal 

defense attorney and member of the New York Civil Liberties Union, report on how the 

US government destroyed a charity, the Holy Land Foundation, which provided money 

for feeding the poor and for building schools and hospitals in Palestine. 

 

The charity, aware of the perils of being based in the US and doing anything for 

Palestinians, relied on the US State Department and the US Department of Justice (sic) 

for guidance on where to send humanitarian aid. The charity sent its aid to the same aid 

committees in Palestine that the US Agency for International Development and the UN 

used to distribute aid to the Palestinians. 

 

In the first trial of the Holy Land Foundation, the US government admitted that none of 

the charity’s donations had gone to terrorist organizations, and the federal prosecutors 

failed to achieve a conviction. So the prosecutors tried the charity again. 

 

In the second trial, the judge permitted the prosecutors to call an “anonymous expert” 

to tell the jury that some of the committees used by USAID and the UN and approved by 

http://www.wrmea.org/wrmea-archives/541-washington-report-archives-2011-2015/january-february-2013/11611-why-all-americans-should-care-about-the-holy-land-foundation-case.html
http://www.wrmea.org/wrmea-archives/541-washington-report-archives-2011-2015/january-february-2013/11611-why-all-americans-should-care-about-the-holy-land-foundation-case.html
http://www.wrmea.org/wrmea-archives/541-washington-report-archives-2011-2015/january-february-2013/11611-why-all-americans-should-care-about-the-holy-land-foundation-case.html
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the US Department of State were controlled by Hamas, the elected government of 

Palestine that Israel requires the US government to brand as “terrorist.” 

 

As Downs and Manley point out, an “anonymous expert” cannot “be challenged 

because he is unknown.” There cannot be a cross examination. The “expert” could be 

anyone–someone paid to lie to the jury, a Jew who believes all help to Palestinians 

comprises “aid to terrorists,” or a member of Mossad, the Israeli intelligence service 

that has thoroughly infiltrated the US according to US intelligence experts. 

 

Injustices are everywhere, the authors admit, so why is this important to you? The 

answer is that the due process clause of the US Constitution requires that criminal laws 

give fair notice as to what conduct is prohibited. According to Downs and Manley, the 

Holy Land Foundation followed the US State Department’s list of designated terrorist 

organizations and avoided all contact with organizations on the list, but were indicted 

and convicted regardless. This tells us that federal prosecutors are viciously corrupt and 

that jurors are so inept and propagandized that they are useless to defendants. 

 

These thoughts are coming from the father of Reaganomics.  Here’s the Human Rights 

newsletter coming to us from Qumsiyeh, speaking to us about Palestine, 

 

Here is where Israeli colonial settlements continue to expand on our lands. Here is 

where Israeli elites make billions from injustice while nature and people suffer. Here is 

the forefront of a global struggle. Here is where western hypocrisy gets exposed. 

Rhetoric about democracy and liberty in Syria and Iran is stripped naked when people 

see Western supported colonialism, racism and subjugation in Palestine. Here is where 

billions of Western taxpayer money is used to destroy life while enriching land thieves 
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and war criminals. Here is where we lost most of our land to colonial settler activity and 

suffer regularly from racist settler attacks. Here is where morality is shed daily because 

of paranoia and inferiority/superiority complexes (chosen but eternally victimized 

Jewish “people”). Here is where immorality has become a norm of society… 

 

Speaking of his homeland and the results around the world really are amazing.  We see the 

United States campaign to boycott, divest and have sanctions against this terrible attack on the 

Palestinian people, and we’ve arrived at a point where the first interfaith nationwide boycott 

campaign has come together. This is a coalition of Christian, Muslim, Jewish and other faith 

organizations that are a part of the US Campaign joint coalition, Boycott, Divest and Sanction.  

For years interfaith cooperation was often confined to a dialogue, strictly avoiding discussion of  

Israel’s discriminatory policies for fear of offending someone.  This new interfaith community 

represents a different model, one that stands on the common values of freedom, justice and 

equality and that’s what interfaith cooperation looks like. 

 

Friends, in spite of all the horrors that we speak about here there is a tremendous amount of 

moral revolution going on – beautiful, nonviolent revolution.  It’s so clear.  As we speak, our 

friends and allies are protesting the confirmation hearings of John Brennan to head the CIA.  

CodePink has done such a job in the name of democracy, to be able to speak in a place where a 

charade was going on, a little game was being played with someone who has supported mass 

murder and assassinations, and they didn’t allow the charade to continue.  Brennan is deeply 

involved in the drone killing program.  He was heavily involved in torture and rendition.  He was 

so controversial that Bush couldn’t get his appointment through.  So, this is only one of many, 

moral revolutionary actions of revolt that are taking place at this time. 

 

A second Circuit Court of Appeals on the National Defense Appropriations Provision provides a 

provision that allows the arrest and detention of Americans and yesterday the courtroom was 
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an overflow courtroom and out into the street was flooded with people opposed to military 

detention.  This is going on all over the country and we have to be proud of these actions.  

They’re actions of thinking people; they’re actions of people who actually support our 

Constitution, unlike our government.  Climate change has continued to be a top issue for many.  

We’re coming on the largest climate protest in history – February 17th.  They’ll continue their 

work every day to stop the Keystone XL pipeline.  Efforts to stop housing foreclosures continue 

with millions of Americans at risk of foreclosure.  Activists with Occupy occupy the pipelines 

protesting fracking, trying to prevent Governor Andrew Cuomo from putting water supplies at 

risk.  Students continue to organize for debt-free education under the banner – Student Debt 

Kills Dreams  - Got Debt?  Make Noise.   

 

Business is taking advantage of a miserable labor market with more and more unpaid 

internships.  Occupiers are protesting the work of businesses that offer no pay internships.  

Evidence is mounting that GMO foods are bad for our health.  Monsanto’s shareholders 

meeting is having some disruptions, as well. 

 

It’s wonderful to see the people in Utah protesting bad air, demanding clean air.  We thought 

they had some pretty clean air up there in Utah, but apparently they don’t, and they’re not 

going to stand for that.  

 

So the government’s fear of this moral revolution becomes more evident as more documents 

are released, showing officials spying on Occupy.  This week they spied on Occupy’s 

Philadelphia national gathering.  And the Canadian Mounties did the same.  And the efforts go 

on to take our money off of Wall Street and into our communities, switching our banks, moving 

our money.  The nonviolent revolution continues as activists plan a month of actions against 

corporations this May as part of Occupy the Economy.  Get involved.  Join actions or plan them 

yourself.  What would happen if the economy was democratized?  Imagine what 99% could do 
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when we bring the entire financial, commercial and industrial system under democratic control.  

Now what is being done to make this happen?  There is so much going on.  Occupy Wall Street 

has an idea that is worth considering and they’re calling it Movement Mondays where people 

from different movements come together and share their plans to coordinate better and work 

together.  Movement Mondays, because they see that all of these actions have a great deal in 

common.  They are united.  They are not really just a plethora of unrelated things.   The wisdom 

in the world is in seeing the relationship between power from the top, which is imperial, and 

base communities whereby people look to what benefits the common good. 

 

So, with that in mind we’re looking at Movement Mondays that people from different 

organizations come together, share their plans and coordinate their activities.  We can’t allow 

private prison systems to be begging for more prisoners.  We’ve actually seen that.   

We have the copy on it.  They say, well, we can’t run these prisons unless they’re full so 

cooperative judges make sure the prisons are full.  That’s really just another example of top-

down, corporate governance and it will not be tolerated.   

 

Some may wonder what’s the difference between boycott, divest and sanctions on Israel and 

the horrible blockade of Iran.  They’re very different.  One is the free choice of individuals.  The 

other is a government action to stop funding banks, to make food imports impossible, to make 

medicine imports impossible.  What is happening against the people of Iran is an act of war by 

the United States.  And the people there are really suffering.  The government’s not suffering.   

It’s the ordinary people, the people who hate the government who are suffering.  The people 

who would like to see a better government there is suffering.  This is not the same as Boycott, 

Divest and Sanctions which is an individual choice to not support corporations who are causing 

a great deal of harm to other people.  Iran has not attacked another country in 200 years. And 

we’re happy to see that the Campaign for Peace and Democracy which is organized by the 

Friends Committee on calling on National Legislation is calling on President Obama to take 
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action to ensure that Iranian civilians are not blocked from accessing food, medicine and other 

humanitarian goods under existing US sanctions cause the fact is they are.  Iranians are 

suffering terribly.  No one in government is hurting.  It’s the ordinary people, many of whom do 

not like their government at all.  They liked the government of Mossadegh.  He was their 

favorite and of course, he was overthrown by our CIA and replaced by the Shah, the dictator of 

Iran. 

 

Well friends, we’ve gone through various things today.  There’s a lot of excitement out there.  

There’s a lot of wonderful response.  The moral revolution is in process.  Please be a part of it.  

Don’t be afraid of it.  Realize that we can govern from the base on behalf of the common good.  

We don’t have to allow our Constitution to be destroyed.  We don’t have to allow everything 

being put in place to allow a full-fledged police state.  We’re not going to let that happen. 

 

The music for this program and “The Ode to the ETS” was written and sung by my son.  World 

Focus is produced by the Office of the Americas.  You may download World Focus at 

officeoftheamericas.org. 

 

With the fond hope that we all may be agents of peace on earth and goodwill to everyone.   

 

 


