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Charlotte Bacon, 6; Daniel Barden, 7; Olivia Engel, 6; Josephine Gay, 7; Ana Marquez-Greene, 6; 

Dylan Hockley, 7; Madeleine Hsu, 6; Catherine Hubbard, 6; Chase Kowalski, 7; Jesse Lewis, 6; 

James Mattioli, 6; Grace McDonnell, 7; Emilie Parker, 6; Jack Pinter, 7; Noah Posner, 6; Caroline 

Previdi, 6; Jessica Rekos, 6; Avielle Richman, 6; Benjamin Wheeler, 6; Allison Wyatt, 6; Rachel 

Davino, 29; Dawn Hockspring, 47; Anne Marie Murphy, 52; Lauren Russeau, 30; Mary Sherlach, 

56; Victoria Soto, 27 – Presenté, Presenté  

 

 

Friends, these are just like my grandchildren, the same general ages, the same age group and 

here we are confronted by people who want children to have their M-16’s and Kalashnikovs.  

Our intelligence is being insulted; our democracy is being insulted by lobbies like the NRA that 

dictate what we don’t want.   

 

People want gun control. 

 

Government says “You can’t have it.” 

 

People want single-payer healthcare.   

 

Government says, “You can’t have it.” 

 

People want peace.   
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Government says, “You can’t have it.” 

 

People want Social Security and Medicare.  The government says  these programs will be 

chopped into pieces in the name of a Fiscal Cliff that has nothing to do with Medicare and Social 

Security. The primary cause of the Fiscal Cliff is our perpetual war system.  

 

These are the same interests that insult our teachers and blame our failed system on such  

dedicated educators.   

 

These heroes, our teachers, need respect while the Department of Justice should be denounced 

for shelving proposals to improve background checks on weapons designed for such massacres.    

 

How many weeks, months, years, would it take to list the children that are victims of our 

perpetual war system?  It would undoubtedly take years.  Those of us who have children or are 

normal people of compassion and concern are horrified by the massacre in Connecticut.  Those 

could have been our children. 

 

And they are. 

 

This was an act of sheer evil, while the perpetrator might be just another mentally deranged 

individual.  We think about many things when we ask how this could have been avoided.  One 

thing I would suggest today is that we consider the fact that we live in the most isolated nation 

in the world.  

 

Like the people in the First Millennium we believe that the world is flat.  Outside of this flat 

island there are non-people and we can kill all of them at whim if we wish.  If we did not believe 

that our fifty states were an island we might be able to see the self-evident horror and 

recognize that our country leads the world in killing children.   
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The Iraq War began in January of 1991 and has continued uninterruptedly for 21 years. No it is 

not over.  Each bomb authorized by the elder Bush could have killed at least 20 children.  Now 

multiply that by hundreds of thousands of bombs.  Cluster bombs are so attractive to children.  

White phosphorous bombs burn children to death.  Remember when our former Secretary of 

State was asked whether the death of a half million children was worth it? She answered in the 

affirmative. 

 

And now we see cheering for the same brutal sanctions on Iran.   

 

Are we beginning to understand how we are the most isolated people on the face of the earth?   

Whoever told us that massacres outside our borders were acceptable?  They are not. They are 

evil.  These evil acts are committed by people who claim to be sane.  I think Lewis Mumford was 

correct when he spoke about the fact that these “little-minded functionaries doing what they’re 

told are not sane.”  Pilots are controlling drones from California, Nevada and Arizona as if they 

were playing video games. And they seem to be getting post-traumatic stress syndrome more 

often than the pilots actually flying planes.    

 

We mourn for the children of Connecticut.  Our President even shed a tear for them. 

Who taught us NOT to mourn for the children of Iraq?  For the children of Iran?  For the 

children of Palestine?  For the children of Afghanistan?  For the children of Pakistan? 

Yes friends, the majority of people living in the just-mentioned lands are children.  National 

borders do not absolve us from our guilt.   

 

The same insanity that causes us to kill children with impunity is seen in our approach to 

nuclear warfare.  Nuclear warfare is planned within our isolated borders.  But there will be no 

nuclear war that does not devastate America.  We will be victims of our own isolation. 

 

They used to talk about isolationists as people who did not want to send our troops overseas.  

But the real isolationists are those who cannot understand that our isolated behavior is going to 
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destroy us.  We must repent and acknowledge that the millions of children killed by our evil and 

wanton behavior have just as much right to live as the dearly beloved children of Connecticut. 

 

So, let’s talk about gun control.  National and international gun control.  Let’s talk about the fact 

that the assault rifle is de facto the largest mass killing machine on earth.   Certainly if used, 

nuclear weapons would be the greatest killer of all.  But at the present time, excluding nuclear 

war, the assault rifle is the greatest mass killing machine we have.  We’ve drilled a big hole in 

the front of the ship thinking it’s not attached to the rear of the same vessel.  We’ll all go down 

with that same ship.  We have to not allow the frame experts to confine this problem to 

domestic gun control.  That is not a question of simply domestic gun control.  It’s a matter of 

international gun control including getting sane leadership. 

 

Here is what Mumford said in this great book we’re going to offer you today, “The Untold 

History of the United States.”  This book is very important and it is by Oliver Stone and Peter 

Kuznick.  Peter Kuznick was on this program for a full hour talking about this book.  And here he 

quotes Mumford,   

 

“We in America are living among madmen.  Madmen govern our affairs in the name of 

order and security.  The chief madmen claim the titles of general, admiral, senator, 

scientist, administrator, Secretary of State, even President.  And the fatal symptom of 

their madness is this: they have been carrying through a series of acts which will lead 

eventually to the destruction of mankind, under the solid conviction that they are 

normal, responsible people living sane lives and working for reasonable ends.   

 

Soberly, day after day, the madmen continue to go through the undeviating motions of 

madness:  motions so stereotyped, so commonplace, that they seem normal motions of 

normal men, not the mass compulsions of people bent on total death.  Without a public 

mandate of any kind, the madmen have taken it upon themselves to lead us by gradual 
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stages to that final act of madness which will corrupt the face of the earth and blot out 

the nations of men, possibly putting an end to all life on the planet itself.” 

 

That’s Mumford, speaking about the Bikini Atoll Atomic Test which was, of course, insane, as all 

development of nuclear weapons is insane. 

 

Now let’s talk about gun control, which means we’re going to talk about getting rid of nuclear 

weapons.  We can’t coexist with them and this may be the occasion to do them in as well.  

There are thoughts of people coming by the tens of thousands.  Here’s a thought from Lucinda 

Marshall.    

 

“The Sandy Hook Massacre isn’t just about the need for gun control laws, it is about a 

culture that condones the killing of children and teaches children that killing is OK.  

 

It is about a country addicted to violence on television and movie screens.   

 

It is about cuts in education spending.   

 

It is about the military free access to our schools where they regale our children with 

romanticized delusions about military righteousness.   

 

It is about environmental and health policies that expose children to all manner of 

toxins in the air and land and water.   

 

It is about thinking we have the right to kill children with drones or toxic munitions on 

their countries that cause birth defects and miscarriages.   

 

It is about saddling our children with crippling education debt and no prospect for jobs.   
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It is about telling boys (and men) that they have to be tough and to fight and kill for 

what they want or think is right.   

 

And it is about national policy that denies children basic rights and systemically teaches 

them that violence is OK.   

 

And it is about a media so insensitive that it thinks it is ok to shove a microphone in the 

face of young victims in the name of sensationalized 24/7 cable “news” while under-

reporting the root causes of this tragedy.   

 

Sandy Hook did not happen because of a lone, disturbed man and it is not an isolated 

incident.  It is an epidemic and we are all to blame and today (and tomorrow and every 

day after that) is the time to confront this self-inflicted tragedy.” 

 

Lucinda Marshall is the Founder and Director of the Feminist Peace Network 

(www.feministpeacenetwork.org).   

 

It’s wonderful that we have so many people who have their mind in gear and can see the 

ripples, the implications of all of this.  What a horrible day. 

 

Oh yes, 176 Pakistani children alone have just been killed by our drones.  Don’t you think their 

parents felt exactly as our parents do in this country? 

 

Over 100 years ago the Pentagon started a myth during the Spanish-American war.  That myth 

said, “Those people don’t value life as much as we do.”  Well the fact is that they value life 

MORE than we do.  Another lie because war is a lie. 
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Jonathan Skinner says: 

 

“Sane gun control – yes.  But our culture also needs a new level of conversation.  

  

Abiding, sustained, open not censored, dialogical, about violence as represented and 

enacted, as marketed and institutionalized, as gendered and racialized, in the media, the 

workplace, the household, the street, the foreign policy.   

 

So we need to fight the NRA with more determination and organization than we have 

until now.  But that won’t be enough. 

 

We need accessible mental health care.  But that won’t be enough. 

 

We need to demilitarize our society.  But that won’t be enough. 

 

We need to end the war on drugs.  But that won’t be enough. 

 

So let’s talk about the culture we buy into.  Let’s take the values conversation back from 

the extremists.” 

 

Friends, we’re talking about gun control.  A time for a new international treaty that will outlaw 

nuclear weapons, and in the wake of that, to outlaw war.  War is the greatest evil on the face of 

the earth and will certainly destroy us all if we allow this kind of insanity to continue. 

 

 


