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Hello, this is Blase Bonpane with World Focus coming to you from KPFK/ Los Angeles.  We are 

podcast and available 24/7 on kpfk.org where we’re heard internationally. 

 

I’m privileged today to have Colonel Ann Wright as my guest.   Colonel Wright served in the US 

Army for twenty-nine years and then as a diplomat in Nicaragua, Grenada, Somalia, Uzbekistan, 

Kyrgyzstan, Sierra Leone, Micronesia, Afghanistan and Mongolia.   She resigned from the 

Department of State on March 19, 2003, in opposition to the Iraq war.   She is the co-author of 

"Dissent: Voices of Conscience" (http://www.voicesofconscience.com) which tells the stories of 

men and women who risked careers, reputations, and even freedom out of loyalty to the 

Constitution and the rule of law.   Colonel Wright was also a passenger on the Challenger 1, 

which along with the Mavi Marmara, was part of the Gaza freedom flotilla.   She is an active 

peace activist and a recipient of Truthout's Freedom and Democracy Award. 

 

Welcome, Ann Wright. 

 

Ann:  Thank you, Blase.  It’s a pleasure to be with you. 

 

Blase:   Well, you’ve had a very busy morning at the court and now at the White House.  

Please tell us what’s happening today. 

 

Ann:  Today in the morning was the continuation of the trial of Diane Wilson, a great activist 

from Texas who, along with many, many others have been on a long-term hunger strike.  She 

was on a water-only hunger strike for 58 days.  On the 58th day, which was on June 26th of 
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this year she climbed the fence of the White House, to be a symbol, to draw media attention, 

to somebody climbing the fence to tell President Obama that we want Guantanamo closed, 

that we want people who have been cleared at Guantanamo to be allowed to go home, and 

in solidarity with the hunger strikers who have been on the hunger strike now for 106 days.  

And, so she was arrested for falling over the White House fence and today the jury came in 

on the verdict which was “Guilty of Unlawful Entry” into the White House grounds.  The 

prosecution gave her ninety days in jail but suspended and a $200 fine and that’s what the 

Judge ordered. 

 

Blase:   She’s a most unusual woman.  We’re so proud of her.  She’s a captain of a fishing 

vessel and she has done so many great acts throughout her career.  And now in front of the 

White House you have Andres Thomas Conteris who is being force-fed through the nose 

after how many days of fasting? 

 

Ann:  Well, this is now Andres’ 60th day.  In fact, yesterday was his birthday and today he 

voluntarily submitted to being force-fed like the prisoners in Guantanamo on the long term 

hunger fast.  He submitted to that and I just talked to him a few minutes ago and he said it 

was the most excruciating painful thing he’d ever gone through and he said that the tube 

that goes down and down and down and the gag reflexes and then they pour the nutrients, 

so to speak, through that tube and you feel your stomach filling up and then when they 

remove it he said it was more excruciating having the tube come back up.  When you have a 

chance to interview him in his own words, they’re just so powerful.  But he said he’s 

committed to continuing his water-only hunger strike but with nutrients, but he said that 

he’s going to continue to be force-fed through the nasal gastro tube because somebody has 

to be doing in solidarity what is being forced on these men by the US military medics in 

Guantanamo. 

 

Blase:   We have to realize at Guantanamo many of them have reported being force-fed with 

dirty equipment and with a great deal of hostility which adds to the pain.  And here these 
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people are legally innocent and they have remained there in this torturous condition.  It cries 

to heaven for vengeance and is simply part, it seems to me, of a new or not-so-new, culture 

of sadism.  This is a sadistic way to treat prisoners in California and in Guantanamo so we 

have both foreign and domestic policy which appears to me to be only sadistic.  We thank 

Andres for what he’s doing and I must say personally, Ann, I’m terribly concerned about the 

health of these people who are fasting.  Are they ok physically? 

 

Ann:  Well, isn’t that right?   For the prisoners in Guantanamo that continue this for such a 

long period of time their physical condition has to be marginal at best and the US 

government has decided not to let them die but to put them in this torturous thing to keep 

them alive but not let them go home.  Not put them before a court of law. 

 

Blase:   What worried me, Colonel, is the fact that those in Guantanamo, in a way, have no 

choice.  This is life or death for them.  And here are these dedicated peacemakers in the 

United States who do have a choice and could do something else if they wanted to and yet 

they choose to do this extremely difficult fasting.  And now this nasal feeding.  It just remains 

with me as a very difficult thing.  I know the great message of nonviolence is supposed to 

include that we don’t treat ourselves violently.  I just hope that they can get through this 

without having permanent damage. 

 

Ann:  Yes, that’s right and let me just mention the names of some of the other ones.  Today, -

Cynthia Papermaster from Berkeley, California is ending her 82 day fast.  She has been on a 

fast for 82 days, 300 calories a day.  That’s the longest fast we’ve had and she ended it 

because finally two people from Guantanamo were released.  Two Algerians who’d been in 

for twelve years were released last week.  The numbers are now down to 166 in 

Guantanamo to 164; 84 have still been cleared for release but have not.  Cynthia was on for 

82 days.  We have Elliott Adams, a former President of Veterans for Peace was on 300 

calories a day for 70 days.  Andres has been on for 60 days.  Diane was on for 58 days.  And 

Tarak Kauff, another member of Veterans for Peace from New York, was on for 57 days.  And 



4 

 

then we have many others to include Brian Willson who was on for forty days until he got hit 

by a car and had to come off that because of the injuries from the car accident.  But we have 

many, many people from all over the country that are fasting at least one day a week in 

solidarity with the people in Guantanamo.   

 

Blase:   This is an ancient spiritual practice.  We read of the fasts of John the Baptist, we read 

of Jesus fasting for forty days and forty nights, and throughout history fasting has been a 

form of prayer and demand and it is very mysterious but I think it still has its value and these 

people are really heroes.  Tonight in Berkeley there will be a celebration at Fellowship Hall 

for Cynthia Papermaster who will be ending her strike and she will be there together with 

Father Louis Vitale and Jerry Condon of the Board of Directors of Veterans for Peace, Sherry 

Marin, peace activist, and many others.  So on both coasts we have this great fast going on 

and these people who are demonstrating that they are more powerful than the government 

itself.  So we’re very proud of that and I’m also proud of an article that you wrote which is 

called, “The Disastrous Consequences of a US Military Attack on Syria.”  That is an Alternet 

piece that has gone throughout the web and it’s not at all unrelated to what people are 

fasting about.  It’s about unnecessary punishment.  Now we claim we’re going to punish Syria 

for its alleged behavior.  Would you tell us why you wrote that article? 

 

Ann:  Yes, certainly, and you characterize it in such an accurate way.  It is a punishment.  The 

punishment of the people in Guantanamo, the punishment of a country actually, of Syria by 

the US government saying that we are going to send missiles in to punish, who they say, fired 

some sort of chemical weapons.  We still aren’t sure what it was.  And we don’t have, in my 

opinion, accurate proof at all that it was the Assad government that did it but no matter 

what, the administration continues to say that somebody must be punished.  And who they 

have identified is the government, and yet we know that cruise missiles going into any area 

will not kill just the targeted people, so to speak.  They’ll kill lots of other people.  I wrote this 

article to remind people historically of what has happened when the United States has been 

bombing areas, for example Lebanon, right next to Syria, where in 1983 the United States 
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sent Volkswagen-sized bombs from naval ships offshore, just as we have naval ships off the 

coast of Lebanon that are supposed to be targeting potentially targets in Syria at this time.  

But in 1983 it was the hills of Lebanon.  And there’s a consequence of the US involvement 

and firing of those weapons.  Some very disastrous things happened to the United States and 

its interests.  The United States Embassy was blown up in Beirut, Lebanon and 67 people 

were killed in April of 1983.  And then, later on, after the bombing continued, the US Marine 

barracks that was in Beirut was blown up with over 250 Marines and local staff killed, and at 

virtually the same minute, another bomb from a suicide bomber blew up the French military 

barracks in Beirut and 57 people were killed there.  So the consequences of the United States 

bombing in this area should not be underestimated at all, particularly at this time where now 

after ten years of the US in Iraq and twelve years in Afghanistan and with US operations in 

Libya and now arming rebels, there are so many young people who know how to use 

explosives, who know how to use weapons.  That’s kind of the main employment now for a 

lot of these young people who have no employment in these regions. 

 

Blase:   You mention military people.   For example, General Martin Dempsey who wrote last 

month, 

 

As we weigh our options, we should be able to conclude with some confidence that 

use of force will move us toward the intended outcome.  Once we take action, we 

should be prepared for what comes next. Deeper involvement is hard to avoid. 

 

I would translate that from the military and I would say, “Anybody can start a war.  There are 

very few people who can think about, or are capable of, stopping a war.”  This business of 

what Israel asked for today, “a limited strike” is some kind of a joke.  There’s no such thing as 

a limited strike.   

 

And then you also quoted General James Mattis saying,  
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that the United States has “no moral obligation to do the impossible” in Syria. “If 

Americans take ownership of this, this is going to be a full-throated, very, very serious 

war.” 

 

So it could be, as he said, a very full-throated, a very, very serious war, and here you are as a 

military person explaining the consequences, the disastrous consequences, of a US military 

attack on Syria.  I’ve never seen the President or the Secretary of State so befuddled, so 

incapable, of communicating as they have been.  They talk about our credibility.  Well 

friends, there’s no credibility left. 

 

Ann:  When we’ve watched two full days of testimony by Secretary of State Kerry and 

Secretary of Defense Hagel and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs Martin Dempsey and when 

the question is asked, “What are going to be the consequences if the US sends a missile 

strike in?” and the answers being avoided is just stunning.  And the reliance on the phrase, 

“just trust us” and essentially saying to the Congressmen and women who don’t and 

continue to question them, “How dare you ask these questions?  We’ll take you to the 

classified information and you can see it there.”  And now we have Congressmen and women 

coming back and saying that they’ve seen the classified information and the answers are not 

there.  The answers of what types of chemicals were used, who fired them, the answers 

aren’t there at all, and you see the American public now has really risen up saying that they 

don’t want this, they don’t want a military attack on Syria.  The President’s credibility which 

now seems to be the main thing, the credibility of the President for having gone out on a 

limb and having the limb sawed off, but what really is important are the lives of the Syrians 

that would be killed by this US missile attack. 

 

Blase:   Of course.  You don’t want to have to have a war for credibility every month.  Well, 

we’ve got to kill these people to keep our credibility.  Well, the credibility isn’t there, the 
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genie’s out of the bottle.  The credibility has been lost and you list here very serious 

consequences that could happen, 

 Syrian anti-aircraft batteries will fire their rockets at incoming U.S. missiles.  

 Many Syrians on the ground will die and both the U.S. and Syrian governments will say 

the deaths are the fault of the other.  

 The U.S. Embassy in Damascus will be attacked and burned, as many other U.S. 

Embassies and businesses in the Middle East.  

 Syria might also launch rockets toward the U.S. ally in the region—Israel.  

 Israel would launch bombing missions on Syria as it has three times in the past two 

years and perhaps take the opportunity to launch an attack on Syria’s strongest ally in 

the region Iran.  

These are just a few consequences of this madness that you have outlined here, understanding 

military, understanding what is possible.  I think the people of the United States are with you.  

Aren’t you conscious of that? 

 

Ann:   I think so.  I think they realize the dangerous, dangerous rhetoric that’s going around just 

as the dangerous rhetoric ten years ago when I resigned in opposition to the war in Iraq.  And 

the American public does remember what happened and the lies that were told to them and 

the incredible destruction of hundreds of thousands of Iraqis being killed, the infrastructure of 

that country which was a developed country – now on its knees.  The people remember that 

the United States put in a pro-counsel, put in a little “king” in there for a year and a half to run 

the country.  America remembers this last decade of failed policies of war by the United States 

and I certainly hope our Congress stands up to the administration and says, “Hell no, we’re not 

going to do this,” just as the British Parliament did. 
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Blase:   Well, we’ve had failure after failure after failure.  The Korean War is not over.  The 

Vietnam War was a disaster.  Millions were killed in the Americas.  All of the horrible wars in 

the Americas, including Central America.  Things like the Christmas bombing in Panama, the 

horrendous, ridiculous attack on Grenada, and this continues.  Now you bring out Iran, 

 Iran, a country with a population of 80 million and has the largest military in the region 

untouched by war in the past 25 years, might retaliate with missiles aimed toward Israel 

and toward nearby U.S. military bases in Afghanistan, Turkey, Bahrain and Qatar.  

 Iran could block the Straits of Hormuz and impede the transport of oil out of the Persian 

Gulf.  

And then of course, as you referred to earlier and this is just a review of your own research, 

At this time of crisis, it is worth remembering another time, 30 years ago in October, 

1983 when U.S. warships bombarded Lebanon, the country located next to Syria. Within 

weeks, the U.S. Marine barracks in Beirut was blown up by a massive truck bomb that 

killed 241 American servicemen: 220 Marines, 18 sailors and three soldiers. The truck 

driver- suicide bomber was an Iranian national named Ismail Ascari whose truck 

contained explosives that were the equivalent of 21,000 pounds of TNT.  

This type of thing is bound to happen and here we have our Secretary of State saying, “Well you 

know there are moderates in the rebel forces.”  Moderates like al-Qaeda.  We’re hearing 

babble coming from Washington.  Talk about credibility.  We don’t have money to pay for food 

stamps for our people who are hungry but we have plenty for cruise missiles, Tomahawk 

missiles.  The Cruise runs what, 2 million a piece?  God knows between 1 and 3 million dollars 

for each missile and we’re going to talk about credibility?  In so many ways I’m just hearing 

hypocrisy and I’m glad you are bringing out this huge problem here by identifying our past 

experiences.  Have you had a good response to your article? 
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Ann:  Well yes, we certainly have had and it’s been very heartening to have people say “We 

thank you for reminding us of the history of what the US has been doing in the last thirty years 

in the region and the responses to it.”  It’s something that one would hope that people like 

Senator John Kerry who’s been a Senator virtually almost that entire time – he ought to be 

remembering these lessons.  The lessons learned of the last thirty years, the lessons of 

particularly the last ten years, should make the administration very wary of any sort of 

unilateral or bilateral or multilateral operation here.  And for the United States to say they’ll go 

it alone, that we won’t wait for the US Security Council and the debates that have to take place 

that may not come out the way the United States wants them, but that we’ll take action 

anyway.  This sort of arrogant attitude, the world’s tire of.  And you can see the British 

Parliament tired of it.  The very few number of nations that are saying that they would be a part 

of a coalition, virtually none of whom have an air force.  It’s not like the world is rushing to this.  

It’s only the Obama Administration. 

 

Blase:   Yes, they’re totally isolated.  I think the United States and Israel are two of the most 

isolated countries.  And then we hear people talk in our Senate about isolationism.  What a 

word.  Isolationism at this time in the voice of some Senators is not to bomb Syria.  Is that a 

good use of the word ‘isolationism’?  It’s very difficult to deal with this and I know some have 

resorted to humor and it’s hard to be humorous when people’s lives are at stake but we have 

the great John Quigley who has just written a book called, “The Ruses for War” and to refresh 

our memory he tells us that  

In 1998, the U.S. government told the UN Security Council that it had launched missiles 

against Khartoum, Sudan, because VX nerve gas was being produced at a factory there. 

In fact, no nerve gas was being produced there, as later acknowledged by administration 

officials. 

What was that, a milk factory or something? 
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Ann:  I believe it was, yes. 

 

Blase:   And then there’s case after case, 

 

 In 1993, after it launched missiles at the headquarters of the Iraqi intelligence service in 

Baghdad, the U.S. government told the Council that the circuitry found in a Renault 

(vehicle) at the Iraq-Kuwait border was of a type that linked it to the Iraqi intelligence 

service, and that the Renault was part of a plot to assassinate George Bush, who was 

then visiting Kuwait. As later analysis showed, the circuitry was not of a type that 

showed a connection to the Iraqi intelligence service. 

Lie after lie, fraud after fraud.  And it’s tragic that sometimes we don’t know our own history.   

 

Ann:  It certainly is.  And for shows like yours to allow us to discuss the history of lies of America 

and to try to alert our American public to one more Administration – it’s hard to figure out what 

arrogance it is with people that are elected.  We’re changing things.  We’re not going to do the 

same things that the previous Administration did about being untruthful to the American 

people and getting involved in military actions in places that they’re lying us into.  And yet we 

have President Obama who’s doing exactly the same thing that George Bush did. 

 

Blase:   Yes, it is and it seems to be in some ways more intense.  I want our listeners to know 

that I’m speaking to Colonel Ann Wright who has a very long history in the understanding of the 

military.   She served in the US Army for twenty-nine years and then as a diplomat in Nicaragua, 

Grenada, Somalia, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Sierra Leone, Micronesia, Afghanistan and Mongolia.   
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She resigned from the Department of State on March 19, 2003, in opposition to the Iraq war 

and has been a great witness for peace ever since. 

 

If you don’t mind we’ll take just a brief break, Colonel Wright, and then we’ll come back after a 

little music.    

 

Brief Interlude 

 

Blase:   I wanted to ask you about the Freedom Flotilla.  Mr. Netanyahu apologized to Turkey?  

Is that not correct? 

 

Ann:  He issued a modest apology, I would say, to the government itself.  The families of the 

passengers that were killed on board that vessel want justice.  They want to have the people 

that were the planners of that attack and the implementers of that attack, prosecuted.  And so, 

while Netanyahu made an apology to the government, the families are still attempting to 

prosecute those who actually perpetrated the crimes. 

 

Blase:   You know, Colonel Wright, one of my biggest shocks was that there’s no apology from 

the Democrats in Congress.  I heard more absolutely false statements coming from Democrats, 

referring to you people as terrorists.  This is, again, hypocrisy of the worst kind.  Did you follow 

the comments that were being made? 

 

Ann:  Oh yes.  We certainly did follow those and in fact, to one of the Congresspersons who 

called us “terrorists” – when I got back to Washington I marched right into his office and said, 

“I’m the person you’re calling a terrorist and I’m not leaving – you can have me arrested here, 

but I’ll take you to court on this because I’m not the terrorist.  It’s you the US Congress and you 

as a Congressman that’s supporting the illegal, the brutal occupation of the West Bank and the 

naval blockade and land blockade of Gaza that is just strangling the people of Gaza.  You are the 

terrorists in the US Congress, not me who was on an unarmed civilian vessel going toward 
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Gaza.”  I waited and waited and waited.  The Capitol police were outside the door.  And I was in 

there saying, “Why?  Arrest me if you want to but I’m taking this Congressperson to court on 

this thing” and the police were out there waiting for the signal to have us arrested and finally 

the Chief of Staff of the Congressperson said that the Congressperson has nothing to say right 

now and I said that what he needs to do is make sure he retracts his statement which he never 

did.  We never got arrested there but I’ll tell you that it’s very easy for these Congresspeople to 

call people of conscience who are trying to hold them accountable, to call us the “terrorists” 

but indeed it’s they and their actions that are really destabilizing the world. 

 

Blase:   This was Congressman Becerra from Los Angeles? 

 

Ann:  Yes. 

 

Blase:   Well, just for the sake of history, I ran against him in 1992 as a Green and apparently he 

won in the primary, but we got probably more votes for a Green for national office than had 

ever been received before.  I never counted the votes but I guess I can say that I did not win 

and I just am so shocked to hear people that call themselves ‘progressives’ bow down and 

worship at the altar of AIPAC in order to, hopefully, get some funds for their next campaign.  

And this is becoming so outrageous that it’s just unacceptable.  These people are supposed to 

speak on behalf of the citizens of the United States and I often feel that they represent the 

interests of Israel more than they do the interests of the people of their district and I think it’s 

just not acceptable.  But I’m just so happy you were on that particular great force.   

 

 

Ann:  Thank you.  If I may just mention one other organization that we have about Gaza and 

that’s called “Gaza’s Ark” (http://www.gazaark.org/) where we are renovating a boat in Gaza to 

be a cargo ship to bring goods out of Gaza, handicrafts and things that are produced right in 

Gaza to try to break the Israeli blockade coming out of Gaza.  And if people want to contribute 

to help further renovate the boat and to purchase beautiful handicrafts that are still made in 

http://www.gazaark.org/
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Gaza that can be transported on that boat, they can go to www.gazaark.org and find out lots of 

information about that wonderful initiative.   

 

Blase:   That’s fantastic.  So many of the issues you mentioned in your article about the 

disastrous consequences have to be dealt with.   

 

The U.S. and French military were in Lebanon as a part of a Multi-National force after 

the PLO left Lebanon following the 1982 Israeli invasion of Lebanon, ostensibly to create 

a 40 km buffer zone between the PLO and Syrian forces in Lebanon and Israel.   The 

Israeli invasion was tacitly approved by the U.S., and the U.S. provided overt military 

support to Israel in the form of arms and material. 

 

Do you think people are aware of this?  It’s strange that when Israel attacks a country like this 

it’s not called terrorism.  But it’s called terrorism if the victims respond. 

 

Ann:  That’s right and if you think back even earlier with the savage, savage, brutal attacks on 

the Palestinian refugee camps in Sabra and Shatila and the Israeli military knew what the 

Phalangists were doing and knew that hundreds of people were being murdered in those 

refugee camps and did nothing and yet Israel was occupying that area of Lebanon at the time. 

 

Blase:  Yes, indeed.  And it’s curious the use of words; it’s somewhat disappointing that the 

media can’t call terrorism, terrorism.   I think because many of the things we have done would 

have to be categorized as state terrorism.  We claim to be having a “war” against terrorism so 

again the contradictions become overwhelming and you point up these possible problems that 

will develop on this war because of the history that has come before us.  For example, more of 

the babbling in Washington – we heard “there will be no boots on the ground.”  But there will 

be boots on the ground if somebody attacks one of our ships, if somebody attacks one of our 

Embassies, but there will be ‘no boots on the ground.’  Well, we’ve got boots on the ground and 

no boots on the ground.  Well this is what we’re hearing.  Actually, we’ve had boots on the 
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ground.   We know that the CIA has been sending in boots on the ground from Jordan into Syria 

so there are boots on the ground there now. 

 

Ann:  And in Jordan we also have Patriot missile batteries there that are being operated by US 

military.  Qatar, just miles away, the largest military-controlled command post for the Middle 

East is there.  Just on the news today is a joint intelligence operation that I believe they were  

saying was in Kuwait.  All of this area is just littered with US military installations and CIA 

outposts so I think that a major attack on Syria will bring in boots on the ground from a variety 

of places where there are already pre-staged ready to go at least as advisors to militant groups 

the US is training and then if there is a major US facility that is attacked there will definitely be 

boots on the ground. 

 

Blase:  You know we’ve heard this word ‘advisors’ so many times.  We heard it when we had 

17,000 troops in Vietnam; we had some advisors there.  We heard it in El Salvador where we 

allegedly had 150 of our people, while 70,000 of our troops were in Honduras ready to go in 

any direction and we find that those 150 in El Salvador were really the command and control 

people for the whole operation.  And here we go again.  Our lack of history is causing us to 

suffer war after war and I’m in great pain because of the way history is taught in our high 

schools and I’ve been asking for years that after each war that the students spend maybe half a 

semester in talking about how that war could be avoided instead of glorifying it as though it had 

to happen.  It didn’t have to happen.  It never has to happen.  But if you keep studying how it 

could have been avoided then maybe you could avoid the next one instead of talking in these 

contradictory phrases about “no boots on the ground” when there are boots on the ground and 

“no money for food stamps” when we have money for Tomahawk and Cruise missiles.  The 

word hypocrisy comes to mind and as I look at the Good Book, if anything made Jesus angry 

(and I think he was angry about 10% of the time), it was hypocrisy.  It was ultimately called “the 

sin against the spirit”, “to know the truth and to lie in the face of what you know is true.”  That 

is absolutely unacceptable and that’s what we’re seeing here, I think. 
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Ann:  Well, it certainly is and when you look at other types of operations that the US 

government is doing, just in the last four days there’ve been four separate missile attacks, some 

in Yemen, some in Pakistan, some in Afghanistan, of these assassin drones where the US 

Administration, the Obama Administration, continually says that they don’t kill innocent 

civilians, that it’s all militants that are jeopardizing US national interests and yet, we’ve made 

trips to Pakistan last October and then to Yemen in late May and early June of this year.  And 

we’ve talked to numerous families that verify that their family members who had nothing at all 

to do with any sort of militant actions, that they have been killed.  Women, children, elders, so 

the continued use of these assassin drones is another flashpoint really, for anti-Americanism in 

the region and really throughout the world. 

 

Blase:  I think we’re beginning to get some kind of a positive response from the public.  As this 

happens, Senator Graham now is talking about a nuclear attack in his district.  Well, if such a 

thing were to happen it probably would happen after an attack on Syria.  He’s trying to use fear 

to get his people to support his ridiculous concept of attacking Syria and we have this 

warmongering going on and war production in the very states that are trying to scare their 

people into the danger of nuclear war when they themselves are the ones that can make it 

happen.  So we’re finally, I’m sensing, some consciousness here.  So I feel a certain optimism.  

Do you sense that, as well? 

 

Ann:  Well, I’m really shocked by some of the rhetoric the Obama Administration is using.  

Essentially John Kerry in his testimony was saying, “If we don’t do something about Syria right 

now the next thing” – he almost used the phrase that Condoleezza Rice said about the “next 

thing being a mushroom cloud” – I’m just shocked at the rhetoric that the Obama 

Administration is using to try to scare them into one  more war. 

 

Blase:  It’s as bad as Reagan implying that Nicaragua was going to invade the United States.  

We’ve had some wild statements in the past and I think, if I recall, he declared a state of 

emergency because of Nicaragua.  So we have a long history of hysteria.  Hysteria and hypocrisy 
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so here we are, but your statement here includes the Lebanon incident.  It includes many 

examples of the National Security Agency claiming to intercept an Iranian diplomatic 

communication from the Iranian Intelligence Agency, the Ministry of Information.   

Thirty years before, on September 26, 1983, "the National Security Agency (NSA) 

intercepted an Iranian diplomatic communications message from the Iranian 

intelligence agency, the Ministry of Information and Security (MOIS)," to its ambassador, 

Ali Akbar Mohtashemi, in Damascus. The message directed the ambassador to "take 

spectacular action against the American Marines." The intercepted message, dated 

September 26, was not passed to the Marines until a month later on October 26: three 

days after the bombing. 

So, with all of our NSA and CIA we still have a communications problem, don’t we? 

 

 

Ann:  Absolutely.  That was from 1983 when it took months for the NSA to actually move the 

message on to the people who were being the target.  As it turned out, targets of Iranian 

action.  And the NSA, despite all we’ve learned how expansive and how much the NSA is really 

digging down into all of our emails, our cell phones, our everything, our whole lives.  The fact 

that we’re getting unclear messages now from NSA and the equivalent agency in the British 

government about intercepts that they actually have heard and I think this is one of the 

questions that really the investigative journalists have to dwell on much, much more.  Where it 

looks like the Obama Administration may have purposely misinterpreted what they were 

hearing from Syrian communications that were apparently passed through the Israeli 

intelligence into them.  So there’s a lot of reason that we should be very suspicious of  what our 

NSA does and the political  consequences of it. 

 

Blase:  Well, you have here a reference to Colonel Timothy Geraghty who was the Commander 

of the US 24th Marine Amphibious Unit, 
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Geraghty wrote 20 years later, " The coordinated dual suicide attacks, supported, 

planned, organized, and financed by Iran and Syria using Shiite proxies, achieved their 

strategic goal: the withdrawal of the multinational force from Lebanon and a dramatic 

change in U.S. national policy. The synchronized attacks that morning killed 299 U.S. and 

French peacekeepers and wounded scores more. The cost to the Iranian/Syrian-

supported operation was two suicide bombers dead." 

 

You’re using this as another example of the disastrous consequences of our alleged punishment 

that is due to Syria. 

 

Ann:  Well, that’s right and if you continue on that same paragraph, the Colonel also said that 

we have to be very careful about what the consequences are of our actions because they many 

times end up costing huge amounts of blood in American lives, as well as other lives.  He’s 

warning us and this is from thirty years ago, warning us to be careful what we’re doing because 

the unintended consequences are severe. 

 

Blase:  I think that is very, very obvious and it’s so important for you to mention that.  Now we 

have this situation with Iran here.  Apparently, Israel’s head of state has been absolutely 

drooling to attack Iran so would this be a proxy attack on Iran?  Would this be our way of 

cooperating with the goals of Israel?  What do you think about that? 

 

Ann:  Well yes; I think to the Iranians that is exactly what it is, that the Israelis have finally 

suckered the US into doing an attack on one of its proxies and, either the unintended 

consequences.  At this particular time where you have a new government in Iran where the 

new leader of the Iranian government reportedly is a much more moderate person than 

President Ahmadinejad was so why in the world would we be risking the opportunity to actually 

have contract with the Iranians and perhaps reduce the level of stress between the two 

countries, to have some legitimate talks about how to reduce stress.  And yet, this is the time 

that the Obama Administration says we’ll put a red line in the sand and, if it takes unilaterally, 
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we’re going to attack the Syrian government, the ally of the Iranian government.  And the ally 

of the Russian government, too. 

 

Blase:  We have a report from the Global Security Newswire that says  

 

Russian lawmakers formalized their plans to lobby the U.S. Congress on Syria by sending 

an official request to meet with House and Senate leadership on Wednesday. That's 

according to a CNN report, which seems to follow up on earlier speculation that Russia 

would send a delegation to the Capitol.   They'll arrive some time "next week."   It's not 

clear whether the delegation would arrive before Monday, when the House and Senate 

are expected to debate a bill that would authorize military force against Syria. 

 

In any case, Speaker of the House John Boehner has already RSVP'd "no" to Russia's 

invitation.   “The Speaker has declined the Russian embassy’s request that he meet with 

a delegation," a Boehner spokesperson told CNN.  

 

This ability of not talking to people has gone a long way in our history.  I can’t help but think of 

when Churchill came in, close to the end of his life, and he of course was a great imperialist and 

he hated the Soviet Union and he was asking President Eisenhower to negotiate, to talk to the 

Soviet Union, and Eisenhower said ‘no’.  And we’ve said no to so many efforts to communicate.  

I can recall Yasser Arafat in Baghdad in ’91 when I was there with a small group, ten of us, and 

he came in with his delegation and he said that this whole thing can be resolved.  This is before 

the bombs fell in January of ’91.  He said that he can talk to all of these people, that he’s been 

talking to the Arab world for 25 years – “your President won’t talk to me, your representatives 

won’t talk to me” – I think Andy Young got fired for talking to him.  And he said, “You’re about 

to have a lose-lose situation” and a few days later 88,000 tons of bombs fell on Baghdad in 

January of ’91 and this has been going on ever since, well into the next century from 1991.  But 

this matter of not talking, of not communicating, did you see this when you were in the 

http://politicalticker.blogs.cnn.com/2013/09/04/russians-send-official-request-to-meet-with-u-s-congress/?on.cnn=1
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diplomatic corp?   Were you aware of many times when we absolutely refused to talk to 

people? 

 

Ann:  Well yes, and sadly, I was a part of the State Department during some of these times 

when things were going on that you know if there were discussions, negotiations, dialogue, that 

things had to move along.  And yet the decision of excessive administrations; I served under 

eight different administrations starting with Lyndon Johnson and ending with George Bush, the 

second.  And if you look back over history through that whole time there were endless times 

when negotiations and dialogue would have certainly, one would have hoped, ease the 

situation rather than using military weaponry.  I would say that I, like so many others in the 

State Department, you say your piece and then, if it’s not acted on, either you shut up or you 

leave.  And I will now say that I should have left much earlier than I did and waiting as long as I 

did and finally resigning over the Iraq war, there were plenty of times that I held my nose to 

things that I knew were wrong.  I found other areas that I could work in in the State 

Department and feel like I was making a contribution.  But really when it gets down to it there 

were so many times when one should have gone ahead and resigned over these types of issues.  

And I’m, on one level sorry I didn’t resign sooner, but having served in the government and 

watching all of this, has now given me a voice to use that experience to try to help understand 

and try to discourage our government from continuing these same policies. 

 

Blase:  Well, you’ve used it so very well and now we have Pope Francis on Thursday urging, 

 

Pope Francis urged the Group of 20 leaders on Thursday to abandon the "futile pursuit" 

of a military solution in Syria as the Vatican laid out its case for a negotiated settlement 

that guarantees rights for all Syrians, including minority Christians. 
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In a letter to the G-20 host, Russian President Vladimir Putin, Francis lamented that 

"one-sided interests" had prevailed in Syria, preventing a diplomatic end to the conflict 

and allowing the continued "senseless massacre" of innocents. 

 

"To the leaders present, to each and every one, I make a heartfelt appeal for them to 

help find ways to overcome the conflicting positions and to lay aside the futile pursuit of 

a military solution," Francis wrote as the G-20 meeting got under way in St. Petersburg. 

 

Ann:  Isn’t that great?  And don’t we wish all religious leaders would come forward with such a 

statement?  And even though I want to keep religion and government separated, I hope that all 

of the Catholics in the Obama Administration like John Kerry, Hegel, Brennan and Dempsey, 

listen to the Pope on this one. 

 

Blase:  Absolutely!  Well, it’s just been such a pleasure talking to you.  I’ve been speaking to  

Colonel Wright who served in the US Army for twenty-nine years and then as a diplomat who 

served under eight Presidents and now is one of the great voices for peace internationally.    

 

Thank you for being with us, Colonel Wright. 

 

 


