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Hello, this is Blase Bonpane with World Focus coming to you from KPFK/ Los Angeles.  We’re 

podcast and available 24/7 on KPFK.org where we’re heard internationally. 

 

Well friends, this is a difficult time for many.  Hundreds of thousands of families are separated 

by endless wars and we always have a fight about this time of year about using the word 

“Christmas” in our greetings.  Is it necessary for us to fight for that?  Personally, I think it’s a 

mistake to insist on using the word “Christmas Greetings”.  “Happy Holidays” and “Seasons 

Greetings” can be just as holy a greeting especially if our attitude in using “Christmas” is of a 

proselytizing nature. 

 

So, I’ll say “Seasons Greetings” and “Happy Holidays” to everyone in the vast reach of this 

Pacific station.   

 

So now let’s take a look at Christmas; it’s simply how I see it as having lived with the biblical 

reports for a lifetime.  Of course, Jesus was not a book salesman.  The book called the New 

Testament today was in place some four centuries after Jesus was born.  About 397 AD we had 

a book.  Yes, it’s had many additions, many corrections, many glosses.  Judaism and Islam and 

many other religions have a messiah.  The story that we read this time of year is about some 

people on the globe who believe that the messiah has been born.  Whether born or not born, 

we have scriptures that tell us what to expect.   

 

Perhaps the clearest are the words attributed to the mother of Jesus in speaking of the 

Messianic era.  She was a herald of its coming and her words had a lot to do with economics.  If 
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you take the words that were attributed to her prior to the birth of her son, she was speaking in 

prayer to God saying, “Your mercy reaches from age to age for those who fear you.  You have 

shown strength with your arm.  You have scattered the crowd with their conceit.  You have 

deposed the mighty from their thrones and raised the lowly from high places.  You have filled 

the hungry with good things while you’ve sent the rich away, empty.” 

 

Well, this sounds like Economics to me and it sounds like a revolution in the coming of the 

messiah and I think we can certainly interpret it that way if we just simply take a look at the 

book as we say and that would help us to understand what we’re dealing with here.   

 

We have also questions of the prophecies.  There was a man by the name of Zechariah who was 

the father ultimately of John the Baptist and he comes into this reading as well and it’s really 

quite impressive, especially with all the references to Judaism. 

 

Of course, Judaism was the only religion that Jesus ever had.  But here we have the father of 

John the Baptist saying, “Blessed are you most high god of Israel for you have visited and 

redeemed your people.  You have raised up a mighty savior for us of the house of David as you 

promised through the mouths of the holy ones, the prophets of ancient times.  Salvation from 

our enemies and from the hands of our foes.  You have shown mercy to our ancestors by 

remembering the holy covenant you made with them.  The oath you swore to Sarah and 

Abraham, granting that we, delivered from the hands of our enemies, might serve you without 

fear in holiness and justice in your presence all the days of our lives.  And you, my child, will be 

called the prophet of the most high for you will go before our god to prepare the way for the 

promised one, giving the people the knowledge of salvation through forgiveness of their sins 

such as the tender mercy of our God from on high who will bring the rising sun to visit us, to 

give us light and to those who live in darkness in the shadow of death, to guide our feet in the 

way of peace.” 

 



3 
 

This is really an amazing piece of poetry and we find a great deal of poetry in the Bible but he’s 

speaking of the birth of his son who would be known as John the Baptist.  Of course, certainly 

not referring to the Baptist church, but he was a baptizer, frequently translated as John the 

Baptizer.   

 

So there we see the familiar words where Mary gave birth to her firstborn son, put him in a 

simple cloth wrapped like a receiving blanket and laid him in a feeding trough for cattle.  It’s 

called a manger in many translations because there was no room for them in the inn.  And 

there seems to frequently be no room for this great message and we can’t help but think that 

there’s no room for so many people in our own society today.  We might say around LA we 

have about 90,000 people where there’s no room in this megapolis each night for them. 

 

And all through this everybody seems to be afraid.  And angels are very popular in Hebrew 

literature and in the Hebrew Bible but the angels are constantly saying “You have nothing to 

fear and don’t be afraid.  Don’t be afraid!”  It’s like our theme song, “Fear Fearing Fear.”  “Put 

the fear aside; we have news of great joy shared by the whole people of God.  Today, in David’s 

city, a messiah has been born to you.  Let it be a sign that you’ll find an infant wrapped in 

simple cloth lying in a manger.” 

 

So we have one prophesy after another and we have people who have been praying for this 

and we see them in these pages and this is the version that the people, believing that this is the 

messiah have; and we see another holy person there, Simeon, who came to the temple when 

Mary brought Jesus to the temple to perform the customary rituals of the law.  Note:  that’s the 

Hebrew rituals that they’re practicing.  That was the religion of Jesus.   

 

So Simeon, this holy man who was devout, and was anticipating the messiah, looked at Jesus 

and said, “Now oh God, you can dismiss your servant in peace, just as you promised because 

my eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared for all the people to see, a light of 
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revelation to the Gentiles and a glory to all your people of Israel.”  So those were the words of 

Simeon, realizing that Jesus had been born. 

 

These are extremely interesting things if you read them in the light of the symbols that are 

here.  I think, very often, in reading biblical literature of any kind literalism causes us to lose the 

sense of what’s going on and we can understand it better when we see the figurative.  Of 

course, the economic message is profound in what the mother said, “the rich are going to go 

away hungry.” 

 

This is one account, and an important account, of the coming of the Messiah as related here.  

We go on to look at the other comments made at this time that there were these astrologers 

who came from the East to celebrate this birth.  After these astrologers came, the King Herod 

was very concerned because they were talking about a king.  And he thought, “My God, 

somebody’s going to take my place.”  So it shows that these astrologers frightened Herod and 

he said, “Well, let me know where the child is” and the astrologers realized that Herod was out 

to get the new king so they went back home to Afghanistan or wherever they came from, after 

giving gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  They went back home and they fooled Herod and 

he was furious so he ordered that the children of Bethlehem under the age of 2 all be 

murdered. 

 

This was another massacre and we’ve seen too many of those recently.  So, the astrologers 

realized that they were being tricked and Herod got back at them giving an order for all the 

male children who were two years old and younger in the city and around the city of Bethlehem 

to be murdered.   

 

So, at this time, the father of Jesus, Joseph, had a vision from another angel, and as I say, angels 

are very common in Hebrew literature and especially in biblical literature.  And an angel of God 

appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up and take the child and his mother and flee 

into Egypt!  Stay until I tell you otherwise.”   
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So, here they are, undocumented aliens – I’m sure they had no papers to go into Egypt – but 

they had to go for fear of being killed; and they stayed there until Herod died.  And then the 

angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph saying, “Get up and take the child and his 

mother and set out for the land of Israel.  Those who had designs on the life of the child are 

dead.” 

 

But Joseph wasn’t very trusting at that time because he thought “Wait a minute - maybe the 

new guy is just as bad.”  So he went to the region of Galilee and they settled in a town called 

Nazareth which also fulfilled the prophesy that he would be called a Nazarene and Nazareth is 

certainly not a happy place today if we look at it.   

 

So, we see the flight into Egypt and the return from Egypt and then we see this ferocious 

character, John the Baptist, speaking with fury.  He kind of scares you when you see him talking.  

He’s calling the people snakes; he’s telling them that they won’t be saved unless they repent; 

and he has a very harsh message for the people he’s speaking to and then, to our surprise, the 

people, after John is yelling at them “You pack of snakes!  Who warned you to escape the wrath 

to come?  Produce good fruit as a sign of your repentance!  And don’t presume to say to 

yourselves that we have Sarah and Abraham as our father for I tell you that God can raise 

children for Sarah and Abraham from these very stones.” 

 

Then the people were upset and they said “What should we do?” and his message was really 

again just like the message of the mother of Jesus, very communal, very you might say, 

socialistic.  “What shall we do?” and John says, “Let the one who has two coats share with the 

one who has none.  Let the one who has food do the same.”  And the tax collectors came and 

they said, “What shall we do?” and he said, “Exact nothing over and above your fixed amount.”  

And the soldiers said, “What about us?” and John said, “Don’t bully anyone.  Don’t accuse 

anyone falsely.  Be content with your pay.”  So his message was “SHARE” and that, strangely 

enough, was the same message given by the mother of Jesus.   
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We were going to have Kathy Kelly on this morning but I talked to her in Kabul on the phone 

just before opening this program and sorry to say she was not well.  She seemed to be very sick 

and needed rest and I told her that we’d call her back.   I wanted to talk to her because 

somehow we want our people to get beyond the island of the United States.  We’re so afraid 

that this might be the most isolated country in the entire world.  We are an island.  Our people 

have a right to live.  People living outside of our island have no right to live.  So we’re constantly 

seeing reports coming to us from the military that are really disturbing.  Look out for children 

with potential hostile intent.  Children!  Where they’re not in Connecticut.  They’re in another 

country where they’re up for grabs. 

 

Here’s Lieutenant Colonel Marion Carrington who told the Marine Corps Times that, “children, 

as well as military age males, have been identified as a potential threat.”  This is really 

disturbing.  We heard the same kind of garbage in Vietnam.  That these children – they may be 

two, they may be five, they may be seven – they’re really dangerous.  There’s a piece quoted by 

an unnamed Marine official who questioned the innocence of Afghan children, particularly 

three who were killed by a US rocket strike.  And the New York Times quoted local officials who 

said ---- was 12, ---- was ten, ---- was 8.  They’re from Helmand’s Nawa district.  They had been 

killed while gathering dung for fuel.   

 

Then when you get to the suggestion that children with a potentially hostile intent may be 

perceived as potential targets it’s deeply troubling and unlawful.  That comes from the Center 

for Constitutional Rights. 

 

So we are really concerned by a deadly attitude in this country.  If you want your country to rule 

the world as an aggressive and militaristic empire than accept the inevitable consequence – 

that there will be huge numbers of people in the world who resent and even hate your country 

for that behavior. 
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Don’t cheer while your country constantly kills, invades, and occupies, and dominates the 

internal affairs of countless other nations and then expects to be liked.  Immorality aside, 

producing this reaction is one reason not to do such things.  This kind of imperial behavior 

inevitably, in every era, generates extreme levels of animosity and ultimately returned violence. 

 

So we go back to our founding father, George Washington.  In his 1796 farewell address he 

warned against this saying, “Nothing is more essential than that permanent, inveterate 

antipathies against particular nations, and passionate attachments for others should be 

excluded and that in place of them just and amicable feelings toward all should be cultivated.  

The nation which indulges toward another in habitual hatred or habitual fondness is in some 

degree a slave.”  Washington continues, “Antipathy in one nation against another disposes each 

more readily to offer insult and injury, to lay hold a slight causes of umbrage, and to be haughty 

and intractable.  When accidental or trifling occasions of dispute occur, hence frequent 

collisions, obstinate envenomed and bloody contests.”  

 

Well, it would be nice if people had listened to George Washington.  Maybe they’ll listen to him 

today which would not be a big mistake.  In fact it would be a very wonderful thing. 

 

People want gun control.  And for years now the government says “You can’t have it.” 

 

People want single payer healthcare and for years the government has been saying, “You can’t 

have it.” 

 

People want peace, and the government says, “You can’t have it.” 

 

People want social security and Medicare.  The government says that these programs will be 

chopped into pieces in the name of a fiscal cliff that has nothing to do with social security and 

Medicare.  The primary cause of the fiscal cliff is our perpetual war system.  Nothing more.  

Nothing less. 
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These are the same interests that insult our teachers and blame our failed system on such 

dedicated educators as we saw in Connecticut.  These heroes, our teachers, need respect, while 

the Department of Justice should be denounced for shelving proposals to improve background 

checks on weapons designed for such massacres.  How many weeks, months, years, would it 

take to list the children that are victims of our perpetual war system? 

 

It would undoubtedly take years.  Those of us who have children or are normal people of 

compassion and concern are horrified by the massacre in Connecticut.  Those could have been 

our children. 

 

This was an act of sheer evil while the perpetrator might be just another very mentally 

deranged individual.  We think about many things when we ask how this could have been 

avoided.  One thing I would suggest today is that we consider the fact that we live in the most 

isolated nation in the world.  

 

Like the people of the first Millennium we believe that the world is flat.  Outside of this flat 

island there are non-people and we can kill all of them at whim if we wish. 

 

If we did not believe our fifty states were an island, we might be able to see the self-evident 

horror and recognize that our country leads the world in killing children. 

 

The Iraq War began in January of 1991 has continued uninterruptedly for 21 years. No it is not 

over.  Each bomb authorized by the elder Bush could have killed at least 20 children.  Now 

multiply that by hundreds of thousands of bombs.  Cluster bombs are so attractive to children.  

White phosphorous bombs burn children to death.  Remember when our former Secretary of 

State was asked whether the death of a half million children was worth it? She answered in the 

affirmative. 
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And now we see cheering for brutal sanctions in Iran.   

 

Are we beginning to understand how we are the most isolated people on the face of the earth?   

Whoever told us that massacres outside our borders were acceptable?  They are not. They are  

evil.  These evil acts are committed by people who claim to be sane.   

 

I think Lewis Mumford was correct when he spoke about the fact that these “little-minded 

functionaries doing what they’re told are not sane.”  Pilots are controlling drones from 

California, Nevada and Arizona as if they were playing video games. And they seem to be 

getting post-traumatic stress syndrome more often than pilots actually flying planes.    

 

We mourn for the children of Connecticut.  Our President even shed a tear for them. 

Who taught us NOT to mourn for the children of Iraq?   

 

I will say that I was participating in a mass one day and at the offertory time when people make 

their petitions, I simply said, “For the children of Iraq.”  There was kind of a silence in the 

church.  People didn’t know how to respond.  Those were the bad children; we don’t pray for 

them do we? 

 

Yes, we do. 

 

For the children of Iran?   

 

And for the children of Palestine?  For the children of Afghanistan?  For the children of 

Pakistan? 

 

Yes friends, the majority of people living in the just-mentioned lands are children.  National 

borders do not absolve us from our guilt.   

 



10 
 

The same insanity that causes us to kill children with impunity is seen in our approach to 

nuclear warfare.  Nuclear warfare is planned within our isolated borders.  But there will be no 

nuclear war that does not devastate America.  We will be victims of our own isolation. 

 

They used to talk about isolationists as people who did not want to send our troops overseas.  

But the real isolationists are those who cannot understand that our isolated behavior is going to 

destroy us.  We must repent and acknowledge that the millions of children killed by our evil and 

wanton behavior have just as much right to live as the dearly beloved children of Connecticut. 

 

So, let’s talk about gun control.  National and international gun control.  Let’s talk about the fact 

that the assault rifle is de facto the largest mass killing machine on earth.   Certainly if used 

nuclear weapons would be the greatest killer of all.  But at the present time, excluding nuclear 

war, the assault rifle is the greatest mass killing machine we have.  We’ve drilled a big hole in 

the front of the ship thinking it’s not attached to the rear of the same vessel.  We’ll all go down 

with that same ship.  We have to not allow the frame experts, the people that frame news, to 

confine this problem to domestic gun control.  That is not a question of simply domestic gun 

control.  It’s a matter of international gun control including getting sane leadership and that’s 

what is important at this time. 

 

So, let’s talk about gun control and that means getting rid of nuclear weapons.  We can’t co-

exist with them and this would be the right occasion to do them in as well. 

 

The thoughts of people are coming in by the hundreds of thousands on this question and we 

want everyone to be thinking about it because in recent days 176 Pakistani children alone have 

just been killed by our drones.  Don’t you think their parents felt exactly as our parents do in 

this country? 
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Over 100 years ago the Pentagon started a myth during the Spanish-American war.  That myth 

said, “Those people don’t value life as much as we do.”  What a stupid statement!  Well the fact 

is that they value life MORE than we do.  Another lie because war is a lie. 

 

So these are the things that we’re counting on at this time and today I’m just very fortunate to 

have one of my favorite guests with us, Larry Dilg, a master teacher from Oakwood school, a 

wonderful musician and songwriter and voice for peace.  And he has a song for us. 

 

(Larry sings “Christmas in the Trenches.”) 

 

Blase:  Larry, thank you so much for that because earlier in the program I said that we don’t 

have to fight to say “Merry Christmas.”  We can also say “Seasons Greetings.”  Why?  Because 

Islam would be telling you “Peace” (Salaam Aleikum)  The Hebrew word “Shalom” would be 

telling you peace.  So those who may not believe the Messiah has arrived would still be saying 

“Peace” and what I wanted to get across today was that the word “religion” can really create a 

mess for us in many ways.  It means “bind” and “cast aside.”  The word means “relegate.”  To 

relegate you to what?  To some dogma.  And this is where the problem comes in.  So many 

people are killing themselves today because of sectarianism and, if we look at the prophets and 

if we look at the life of Jesus, we see a lifestyle, rather than dogmatism.  He constantly exalted 

those who fell through the cracks, people of other religions.  He spoke about the Syrians and 

their religion.  He spoke about Samaritans.  He spoke about the people who had no religion at 

all and we find in a disastrous way today that dogmas lead to fundamentalism and 

fundamentalism is based on self-righteousness and arrogance, the very thing that Jesus 

detested. 

 

So, what I’m trying to say is that literalism will destroy and that love and compassion is what 

builds up regardless of the sectarianism behind it and in fact, when sectarianism falls apart we 

may see a real spirituality.  Dogmas are an attempt to define God and that’s a hell of a mistake 



12 
 

because the less we claim to know about God the more reverent we are.  The more we claim to 

know about God the less reverent we are.  Even our great theologians knew this. 

 

Thomas Aquinas spoke about the fact of analogy.  Analogy when we say “God the father.”  

That’s simply an analogy.  Most theological thought is analogous. It is not meant to be a 

concrete statement.  It is an analogous statement. Literalism kills.  Figurative reading gives you 

an understanding.  Then we won’t have these dogmatic wars between Catholics and 

Protestants.   Hundreds of years of war after the coming of the Reformation.  The Shias and the 

Sunnis.  Islam and Buddhists.  Fighting each other when their basic interests are in peace and 

their basic interests are in peace and their basic interests are in happy Chanukah and their basic 

interests are in living together on this planet.   

 

But anyway, Larry, those are just some thoughts I had while listening to your music.  How do 

you feel about all that? 

 

Larry:  I was really struck when you were translating Salaam and Shalom.  I was thinking of 

those angels who come down and say “Peace on earth.  Goodwill to men and women.”  That’s 

the message. 

 

Blase:   Of course it is.  Why don’t we get it?  We don’t get it because we’re saying, “I have the 

truth and you don’t.”  And what worries me the most is our national religion of American 

Exceptionalism which puts us on an island and of course, we mourn our own and we’re torn to 

pieces when we hear about an idiot killing children in Connecticut but here we’ve lived through, 

in recent years, the death of hundreds of thousands, of millions of children, and that’s ok. 

 

Larry:  Yeah, with none of those public moments of mourning. 

 

Blase:  It is just overwhelming because it is the religiosity of nationalism that makes this 

possible, that this is our manifest destiny – to kill Indians, to kill the Mexicans, to kill anybody 
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that interferes with our business interests.  And this cannot continue and I think people are 

beginning to understand.  I think they’re sick and tired of war. 

 

Larry:  I hope so. 

 

Blase:  I do too.  You know, Larry, you’ve done a song on this foul instrument known as the 

drone, this miserable monstrosity from the sky, killing children in several countries right now.  

It’s a disgrace to the human race and it’s a child-killer and I thank you for writing it and I hope 

you will sing it for us. 

 

Larry:  I’d be happy to sing it for you.  I was struck when you were talking about cluster bombs 

because I spent some time in Afghanistan, shortly after we went to war there, and met a boy 

who had his arm blown off from a cluster bomb.  He’d been coming home from school and was 

playing with his friends and his friend had found a canister that looked like cookies and picked it 

up and realized it wasn’t cookies, threw it to his friend who was about seven years old and it 

went off and blew his arm off.  Of course, the US didn’t send him medical care but he went to 

Germany and got medical care there.  Back then, cluster bombs were the horrible thing.  That 

was before the days of drones. 

 

Blase:  Children love cluster bombs.  They look like toys.  They pick them up and get their heads 

blown off.   

 

Larry :  And children love drones, in a way.  The idea of the drones is very exciting as it is to 

children all over the United States – that a video game could become real.  Even in countries 

where people are dying from them and suffering from them; they’re also the “cool technology 

of the moment.” 

 

Blase:  Certain things are creeping into our culture, Larry.  This new film which implies that 

torture leads to truth.  The world’s ethicists have known for years that torture does not lead to 
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truth.  First of all, it’s immoral.  Secondly, they made it clear that anyone under force, fear, 

fraud, torture, should NOT tell the truth.  Use bold and thumping false statements rather than 

say anything truthful while you are being tortured.  Galileo knew that.  They said, “Say it’s flat” 

so he did and walked out of the room and said, “It moves.”  So he had a right to lie under 

torture and anyone who tells the truth under torture is crazy.  No one tells the truth under 

torture and any film that tries to promote that “this is how we got bin Laden”; well, this is NOT 

how we got bin Laden.  We don’t know what he did.  We don’t know what he was accused of, 

we don’t know if he had anything to do with the twin towers and neither does the FBI.  So this 

is a slight problem, but we murdered him and have been bragging about it ever since. 

 

Let’s hear Larry Dilg giving us his song on “Drones.” 

 

(Larry plays his “Drones” song.)  

 

Blase:  Very, very impressive, Larry.  It explains one of the ugliest weapons of war and video 

games will get our children ready for war and drones.  And what I explained before, drone 

pilots are getting post-traumatic stress more than pilots of actual planes. 

 

Larry:  Well, I think as a society we’re getting used to post-traumatic stress.  We have so many 

people who come back from wars with post-traumatic stress.  We have so much response to 

overload of information that I think it’s becoming part of our national culture. 

 

Blase:  We need to calm down and the movies don’t help.  I suppose some children are going to 

begin to think that someday maybe they can become a torturer so that they can get the truth 

out of the enemy, and the people responsible for the death of bin Laden are saying that torture 

had nothing to do with it, that they did not get the information from torture. 

 

One thing I’m very proud of and that is our veterans.  You know, sometimes we have thought 

that maybe our veterans would come back as real arguments for more war.  We’re getting just 
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the opposite.  We have Veterans for Peace, an amazing group of veterans who believe in ending 

all war.  They believe in abolishing war.  That’s what the Veterans for Peace are about.  And 

they are making a statement here about the United States Senate passing a new round of 

sanctions against Iran as an amendment to the so-called National Defense Authorization Act. 

 

“This amendment, sponsored by Senator Robert Menendez, broadens the scope of current 

sanctions in Iran to include Iran’s shipping industry and ports.  This will simply lead to more 

children dying.   This criminal act of collective punishment of the people of Iran is being taken at 

a time when the existing economic sanctions have already caused a tremendous amount of 

suffering for the Iranian people without having any impact on nuclear weapons proliferation in 

the Middle East.  

 

It is clear by now that these sanction have nothing to do with Iran’s civilian nuclear program 

and everything to do with guaranteeing the U.S. hegemonic domination of the Middle East and 

Israel’s regional monopoly on nuclear weapons.” 

 

This is an extremely important statement by our veterans.  These people have got their heads 

on straight and are thinking seriously.  We need a nuclear weapons-free zone, a zone free of 

mass destruction in the Middle East.   

 

“VFP once against stresses its position that the only rational and lasting solution to the current 

nuclear crisis in the region is the establishment of a Nuclear Weapons-Free Zone in the Middle 

East. 

 

Veterans For Peace strongly condemns this latest criminal act by the U.S. Senate and calls upon 

all pro-peace and justice citizens of the United States and the world to raise their voice of 

objection against this new round of victimization of the Iranian people.” 
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Friends, this type of embargo or blockade is an act of war.  We have conducted this act of war 

on the little nation of Cuba for a half century and we’ve done a great deal of harm but we’ve 

made it possible for those people to prove that in the midst of this, Cuba offers free medical 

care.  It’s a poor country, friends, but in Cuba medical care is free and it’s excellent.  Training of 

doctors from around the world takes place in Cuba.  If you want to get your MD, it will cost you 

nothing.  If you want to get your PhD, it will cost you nothing.  You just have to prove that you 

will do the work.    

 

Now, isn’t that embarrassing to the richest country in the world that we’re hobbling around 

saying “We can’t afford education.”  We’re charging students more money than their parents or 

anyone else has paid to go to college.  We’re not allowing them to become the professionals 

they’re capable of becoming and yet we continue to embargo poor countries as in the case of 

Iran and Cuba.  Every Iranian knows that we overthrew their favorite government of 

Mossadegh because he would not privatize the oil.  He said “We use that oil for schools.  We 

use that oil for health.  We will not privatize the oil.” And then our war-mongering Secretary of 

State came home and said, “Mossadegh is a madman.”  He is not a madman, probably the most 

popular head of state in the history of Iran. 

 

Every child in Iran knows that we destroyed their government and put in a savage dictator 

called the Shah that the people overthrew. 

 

So, I think it’s time that we catch on.  Listen to the Veterans for Peace.  Understand that we’re 

in a critical moment now.  

 

We want to have gun control in the United States. 

 

We want to have international gun control that will stop our wars, especially nuclear 

annihilation.  We’re on the verge of nuclear annihilation and we have to simply turn it off. 
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So Larry, how about a thought for us?  I don’t think we have time for another song, but how 

about another thought? 

 

Larry: I just had a Christmas party last night.  We read “A Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens.  

One of our guests was Dana Siegelman.  Her father is a two-time Governor of Alabama, a 

Democrat in a Republican state, who thought he was elected to a third time but went to bed 

and in the morning found out he had lost the election when some ballots just showed up in the 

middle of the night that hadn’t been counted.  Shortly after that, some trumped-up charges 

were used to send him to jail.  He served time in solitary confinement, has been in jail for a 

number of years, Attorneys General from all over the United States have begged for his pardon.  

She said reading “A Christmas Carol” with her father was one of the great memories of her 

childhood.  He loves that story like so many of us do – that conversion of the heart.   

 

Rove is all over the Don Siegelman case.  His lackeys have been doing his work, corrupt judges, 

corrupt attorneys, and it’s a shameful, disgraceful thing.  She has a website called  

http://www.free-don.org/.  She has the whole story there.  They’re trying to petition the 

President of the United States to free Don Siegelman.  He’s been in jail far too long and 

shouldn’t have been in jail at all. 

 

Blase:   The President has to give him his freedom.  This is an outrage, a criminal act against a 

very popular governor and it was done out of vengeance by a really warped individual. 

 

Friends, I think we’re out of time.  Larry Dilg, I want to thank you so much for being with us 

today and your marvelous music. 

 

 

 

 

 


